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FIFTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT : 


OF THE 


STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF FREE SCHOOLS — 


STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA. 
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FIFTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT. 


STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
DEPARTMENT OF FREE SCHOOLS, 
January 1, 1879. 


To His ExcEenLENCY, H. M. MATHEWS, 
Governor of the State of West Virginia : 


Si&:—I have the honor to make to you the fifteenth annual report 


of the department of Free Schools, presenting the operations of the ` 


common schools for the year ending August 31st, 1878. It is com- 
piled, with great care, from the reports required by law, to be made 
to me by the County Superintendents of the respective counties of 
the State; but is, of course, affected to some degree by the defects, 
and incompleteness of those reports. It is gratifying, however, to 
state that the reports of the County Superintendents for the year of 
which I make this report have been unusually free trom errors, and 
in all respects, much more satisfactory, than in any former year in 


the history. of our Free Schools. Thisis a gratifying fact, because but 


few things contribute more to the satisfaction of the tax-payer, than 
the assurance that the levy laid upon him for the support of our Free 
Sehool system, is honestly and faithfully managed and expended. 
This he can know only from the reports, statistical and financial, 
whieh are published from this department. 

Every county in the State, has this year, furnished a report, and 
from these I submit to you the following summary for the school 
year ending August 31st, 1878, and comparison of the same with that 
of the year ending August 31st, 1877. 


Summary for the School Year Ending August 31, 1878. 


SCHOOL ORGANIZATION, 
Number of school districts... eesse see cose caves sureness ete et tenete ne et th rettet 352 
Number of sub-districts REENEN EEN sses been sse EEN tetris - 3,227 
Number of district school commissioners... .sssnsesseessetoene sereo se vo s rmt sore see oee as cr 1,056 
Number of secretaries of boarda of education... ee s seesoessnossessorse he SEN 952 
Number of trustees... e eere atre Didone FUR RUNE ARDEN Sd IA EE 9,681 
Number of city and county superintendendents ... eneen a me sorsseceesonsrssereve ttn 55 
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4 FREE SCHOOLS, 


Summary of School Statistics for the School Year Ending August 31st, 
1878, Compared with those for the School Year Ending August 31, 
1877. ; A 


Number of teachers granted certificates, 1878,,....ccccccsee oe o KREE ANE sere o ges Aen $,972 
Number of teachers granted certificates, 1877... eese. seen neret A sero nore te ve 8,794 


Inerease............ 399s9éoboevstàecetódqess09t80qAU5qiitvateevetiseqéRtascbpqdtattétu etf drett fren hoste vasst?teqinécesshatsé 178 


Number of teachers employed, 1878.......cccrsssesccscctenccsensencnssectenen eoscssesccasseveners sosress etes 3,747 
Number of teachers employed, 1877... ..sscscecsecssvescscrcsnecescctasuscsses sessspeusaveaavenen sosea Ven 3,789 
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Decrease., $99998091404v96ne4€2*ed$6t6st0n495069aQnsstQhtoaQU M DA" T442412909510909 9925 OF Ane ht fäeg HTH COEPEwerAUsGRsoree 42 
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Number of male teachers employed, 1878... een e ee Ken ENNER entorno — ege eege 2,822 
Number oí male teachers employed, 1S TT Eegeregie evesa *«599489«954209 B0 0780999985 886095€0569259A* 2,818 


Tn GrGH8O;. e iei es eee o eor eo Roe nn osoko n ————— Á—Ó — ———— ove 4 
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Number of female teachers employed, 1878.......... EEN R ee AER EEEENN KEE AE onem ANERER RE eae a 925 
Number of female teachers employed, 1877.5... esee eee eee eet nnne ren KEEEEENEEEE KEE EE cane 971 


R 
Decftease.. < asiscssssssisicsesavrsisrso CR nS P EET NENNEN E ENEE EA Ee Nee ee 46 


.JVumber of Months Taught. 


By Wale téachórs, Dy € MÁ———ÁM—Ó 11,360 
By maleteuehers, EE 10,950 


Ba Id NER E KI" 410 


By female teachers, D BEE 49€98*9*1529040€09* *«9«56040448a24904 4,518 
By female teachers, 1877.0... .cccscsccccccssesesscesccnssrecgecnes REENEN a se v sae qune hh té etas Ae tete 4,909 


DDIAN E NEN 391 


‘Total number of months taught, IB. eneen ENEE seseererenepeetesovetesens nennen s 15,878 
Total number of months taught, 1877.. me ..cscccssssccospesscccscnceecarenessns season senten ceesesseecenss 15,859 


TROY CASO E et eet ER 19 


Average number of months taught, 1818. denen one see e nennen estes nennen 4.38 
Average number of months taught, 1877.... ..... — — ( TTT d near ee eT TS 4.18 


ai Increase... et "ves sitesce DTTIXIILI e999999«*90p20* 009045 € **49409 20500 óps o c^ 20te41*900«9940a03 baos P vosoeeove oa * io 


Children the State between 6 and21 years of age, 1878. seen Ree 201,297 
Children in the State between 6 and 21 years Of age, 1877... ... i. sese E TERN 192,606 


Kä 


; Inerease ......... O—————————— M ( 8,631 


Attended school during the year, 1878... eene o yee S e e e cate eee aes 130,184 
Attended school during the year, 1877......... 7... ...... EE Keen Ze ijo ies 120.332 
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BOLT E A EE E ENE E EE E A TT UTEM 4.852 


— 


Aeeragedale attendance of males, 1878.:....,...— so o o esses aerea EEN tes A re oe 47,416 
Average daily attendance of males, 1877............ sese se seeseeee eene rettet anat treten e tenes ces . 45,202 


f 214 
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Average daily attendance of females, 1875.... ..— 4 oe seu ile ora o lee one 38,508 
Average daily attendance of females, 1877... rere cesser ener esent RER ER KEE epis o 38,227 


B TEE . 281 
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General average attendance, 1877 ...... e cene ne Wi RAIN IGUAL . “esate: SE , 88,469 


D 


Aim * T. Pe 
4 SE Por tea Ee QU Tyr ep o &Xc oM NE: ee od a Eh DEM v Sete BITS ^ Is 
n - g x D D 5 NOS ; 
4 - a t Wäi 
H J » EN 5 
à; Eoo 
REPORT OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT, $ W 
S 
. General average ageof pupils, EE ————— — 11.05 , à 
General average age of pupils, 1877... Lees i eret 4s ettet tenter ree rend 11.12 2 
R mela - 1 $ 
Decrease... **5*999vv6550yevevqesevteetotDoseoosequOstquoetet Wé AAA beaker P9 904200999 18 009) 69 07 * 
Wi 
* 7 M 
Whole number of schools, 1878... o soe cnl EE 8,511 bé 
Whole number of schools, [mer MEM ' 8,890 a 
-+t 
E > 
PREGA: E" pi CAT 121 °R 
Common schools, 1878.. ees « sssssensssersercecscaveacessusseoees cece PEE D 3,419 4 
Common schools, EEN 3,220 " f à 
REC © t 
TUCL OASE., eessen. Vere 440 4800959085 090905600 A9 098 UIEOSU4VONOO299029094000969 99) 9895982960409 DEOEED 99 i 4 
Graded schools, 1878..,.... — RR 82 : 3 
Graded schools, 1871..... * * seronstébaosoetse, 404 939995924/499q0400UOU9P?BPQOE VOV d AS OF 4h40 90067 FO € esosevonótóonqetcon 65 & 
E j 
d REM enen rt 17 D 
: 3 
High schools, 1878, "rr reenen eer dgeososovevadésstbtévuosopadecoooosepeecteesedosaseoteastenp 409900009 DT? 10 iw 
Ehe Ee Abee Ah, 5 3 
"AN 
TEE EE us. ast dvo Abee Conse en ee 5 1 
A 
School Houses. E 
Frame, 18T8............ ***v*0 t4090050gosoo0u6 bObovbo so *995009299040909900909999otvovsv09todu»0qoeveeseo0 *e»oetataepsouaeet c 1,905 e 
Frame, 1877 enge Eet SEA 2 EEN 1,829 S 
SM 
E i green n 
DOE "Rh ba eéëgetëeeegee 999000904400 eceeon bond Q40G408959080904840 Ph TTT 46 3 
Stone, Ve *96*9*9*62e 56090909b65ef 11 4 
POM GS up rU MR UN CMM 7 * 
Increase..... ORGS Seo OEeESEROe HIIIIIIIITITI 1*999995»0096034a2540090009 DEET open UI CUN ae 4 4 A 
zi 
Brick, Dir RR TEMPER. oe *9595999929a40429259 0p 4GV0999 45€ «90090969509 89 3 
a — aal — oS: sa 
Increase.. gattst OTe eee iio sóoest so eeotégeres sese testo HD etoetqhotooseotosoveoe op maOBREORERELED OOS RCD RE ROE ECER OEE FOONED 5 x ; 
. " 
"Log, ÄRE eessen 9e*9os60*009909*e2090450555ne0900$29509004q49 900009 EE EEN eve stas ooroo *e9e*otob2n eenege goe 1,292 = es 
log, Lyr PAT eerie rrr TTT 1,296 d 
Decrease hd ahaa aaa q00048600008€0000000 0420049940 0v 099000902000090 9 99000 E teve 4 CG 
* E 3 
Whole number of school houses, EE $8,297 4 
“Whole number of school houses, 1877...sesssesssessceeeseseceseossceressecse soosees —— 3,216 Fi 
MODEM MAAT) EEN 81 S 
A 
Number built during the year 1878. sesssssssscccscessscesesescosssces soe seuaseee u PEE 81 
Number built during the year 1877. csscsssccsnseccsescssassassens o n see ENEE 126 i 
R > 
e l0. P ets esteons *5»*4094290994990062692595 0099 (40 SESE uua $0000 IVETE 45 i a 
e 4 
Number commenced but not completed, 1878... . . sees ceteris areen 10 ` 
umber commenced but not completed, 1877... .Susssoccrsssscceseenccesesessescsssescsesegeeessceeeses 42 ^ 
NY A 
ENEE 32 f 
1 `+ 
1 
Value of school gronnds, 1878... . «cases sene cosecessonse ceaun NEEN ENEE, $162,701 60 a 
Value or school grounds, 1877,... ..... serene EE 198,811 28 s 
D 
A EEN 16,109 68 j 
t n i sk 
Value of school houses, 1878 isses ce seen ene emen ssttssssesseesceses conse 1,421,942 38 L 
Value of school houses, 1877 ...... ee retener s NEEN An 1,446,446 99 à 
V 
Decrease... kd Abbe db SOOSOEDEOSOOUDEEELEST EES PETES DEE SEE SHESES PEO ORS HOE DHS 099496 O40 299 99000909 24,004 61 Es 
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Ki t 


Value of furniture, et EE eced* egs rein — c2^900«0ecvbte»* Seeteéaberéeene 91,288 19 
Value of furniture, 1877......cseccsesssecscs soecsseanese coos oe ce cover e e serp aoe orrore se sso nes e. 90,826 24 


D E Kir i E cc ME UT E 
Nalueot Libraries; 1948... ec serte osese ns saatsin er eassa neor EENEG em ` descdecesapeiens 716 80 
Value;ot librarios, e eee nsusecenesce de SERI DAC re Sn. Dose eme uec ova eT Saks v 1,193 30 

* Decrease e ——————Á——— —————— T— Jue 476 50 
Vatueof apparatus, E 1700-24 
Value of apparatus, EE 7,821 56 

: E Speen PONENS DEP d e. 0 9,878 08 
Total value of school property, 1878. ....... «eese esee cessent tenue sen tase seats senieos sao censeeseess 1,088,949. 21 
Total value of school property, 1877 ees ee een eeseeeeene etn een ER ERAN ANER cesgesurseseosassassse 1, 714,099. 97 


jas c p DE cei 

This “decrease in the total value?” of school property is only a different rate of exwmating the 
worth of the property. There has been an increase in the number of school houses, the amount of 
school land, of school furniture, apparatus, and, of course, an increase in the absolute value of school 
property. 


` Receipts for the Year Ending August 31st, 1878, Compared with those 
for the Year Ending Auqust 31st, 1877. 


From State School Fund, 1878........ cese vestos ANEN AEN)  sooeensseseessserass 195,183 75 
From State School Fund, 1877............. (Lees peuressovsaeressossesesseseneoesesses + sasesveresasssase 192,096 43 


- Inerease........eeeeeeeeeee enun ssa Eees cassendra € irass 
+ 


From district levies for Teachers’ Fund, 1878....................... erosscocosvssasoasessrsepsessasseasee core 349,306 48 
From district levies for Teachers’ Fund, 1877.......sccssscssesscssscnsscssssccescosersonees eeh e, soe 900,412 72 


"— rv 


Decrease ............. See E ENTE dee 


* onres o *2*199909999090*v295 000490594 09590895909 89609299 $4099 0P*€ 1,106 24 


= Erom Peabody Fünd, 1878...  eaeeve vec eese en e eos cabees:dcaecaceossusacsecessieviscacescuntses: es “oesanuesdseces ses 4,950 00 
From Peabody Fund, 1871... ss ncevseescs Seck EES HE IN 6,110 00 


Decrease... ..ccsscrcsaees 


éc8259004e9052254c00440000054059/Ó00404000059 40009689. aere gd RRE EIER 9697092000809 49099 £05 99009 1,860 00 
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^ From other sources for Teachers’ Fund, 1878... ermo sepessvecetsensevacessucncescesanaeessessensere 22,256 42 
From other sources for Teachers’ Fund,1877.. .. . . DEE ee, 2 HUE et 


~ 


DUT 


ale eee for Teachers’ Fund, MH EECH balance on hand at beginning of o year: 


J—————————————————— —— ——— ave, “Goa, GOL, OD 


. Same for TO ce ———————— —— M MM 600,009.22 


o. AM —————ÁÁRaimcru 


From levy for Building Fund, 1878.. |... eese eeeeee een etntne nnt nnn intesa ees esee ce, 189,077. 37 
From levy for Building Fund, yy M e +e 9 oe $499 eee EEE 201,751 10 


Decre888... 2: cie sasece e saura Sua eaa p o oa reU aoe 


"TTC RETE Lv GS 


Ki 
From other sources for Building Fund, 1878........... esee eene reete meer, 18,989 00 
From other sources for Building Fund, 1877... cesser op ort seotsiusesesassostsonasuseoeseseseses 7,191 08 


KO GESEIS EE ut e 11,797 97 


Total receipts from all sources for the Building Tunis Sugiuding balance on UM 2 the 
beginning at the Eon year, uud BOULE MM IMEEM WSs REE) cee UO Ae 
Same for 1877 ...ccecccccocssvessecnsccsvoeseesorss scantwossscvons e © sensensevenessencsomsassenezeney ope o seseonsseee! 265,221 96 


: — I 28,041 8j 
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“Total receipts from all sources for the Teachers’ and Building l' unde, inetuging 2 amount - 


on hand at the beginning of the school year, 1878 Reid ione eege ee EORR Y wes 
Samie L00-1877 EENEG 


,Decrease, `. . . eee e emee “rete as 


oo oe 


a eesieege 


DEENEN 


870,941 69 
e. 921,907 10 


50,465 41 


This “ Decrease is the result of diminished expenditure for school houses, and general economy 
in the management. There has been an nctual inerease in the number of pupils taught, and the 


time for which the schools have been continued, , 


Expenditures for the Year Ending August 31st, 1878, Compared with 


those for Year Ending August 31st, 1877. 


Salaries paid to male teachers, 1878 een dée er SEN 
Salaries paid to male teachers, 1877... ee sre oo eee RR seee e hee 


esr sp v 


Borloo] TIL 


Salaries paid to female teachers, 1878 .... .. ... eet Eege ee eV Re VERO RS eS 


Salaries paid to female teachers, 1877 seess o sosresosvasosoe saso sovsncnccceseeusscenssee tyres veras 


RI e cosi retesebitisnae Rod Call vxereleel eterexeet ese A ies de oaoge vA Pa era aaas 
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Total amount paid teachers for year 1873. eeh cessere Neel E E EEA A 
Total amount paid teachers for year 1877.. . . .. lese ves soso ent cnseaves TERN 


NEE 


Average silaries white male teachers, 1878... .....ccccccses KE EK EEEK ek ose tonne herum + 
Average salaries white male teachers, 1877 ue e cessessesscerscnessessenrenneensee nenne etn sna senencesses 


Decrease... ccssecesecsceseveces se — à EN sessed etauces EEN ee 


ss agos 


esere 


Average salaries white female teachers, 1878. ee ae sogroreseerss o cerent nt seen abes 


Average salaries white female teachers, 1977 seen ee sco so s enne 


Decrease..... ... CP EEN 


Average salaries colored male teachers, 1979... ee ee KEEN t t se oso 
Averuge salaries colored male teachers, 1877.. se. ne severe esse. eene cee tm nt sas 


Decrease. . aae crepi > icd E o ae eoira ADi "E raisasi T 


LX : 
Average salaries colored female teachers, 1878... e poss so tee one SATIN, Senda 
Average salaries colored temale teachers, 1877 ........... ..... S dr esiste GER A ee Ss 


Decrease.. ... «eere ave Aë suse Vidoes: Spain genous seve, acess tonis 
i P 
General average salary, 1878... 1... eese R Seed e OREN » 
General average salary, 1877 . E E ET E R EE ase 
H 
Der enge, . «ove ke. Ser wedeves sapersi i iege est ss $i. aves e EEN e 
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Expenditures from the Building Fund. 


Amount paid for land, 1878...... se e sever sove sose Ans BEE ele v 


Amount paid for land, 1877...... ses cesses sere eene —Á 


E . $ 


Amount paid-for building school houses, 1878. eneen . oe Lese acest 
Amount paid for building school houses, 1877. , sesse . Auen s e enmt meni 


Decreases SE NÉE ra. eg, ise Se deiere ae, NA 


.. e 


Amount paid for rent of school houses, 1878 ... . ouesse sue oe sme 


Amount paid for rent of school houses, 1877 ..... 1 ersa aer tee eee 


Wneréase: 3664.56. aU 
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150,757 58 
166,835 48 


16,077 90 


501,704. 61 
539,273 32 


37,568 71 


29 54 
37 70 
8 16 
26 19 
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3 03 


26 86 
30 00 


3,981 29 
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Amount paid for repairs, 1878............. eee eeeeee eese eee eene tta eetenh tenen tte etbt etiara rentes petet eese enu 
Amount paid for repairs, 1877........... ccce eee KEREN sonssevecssets sre cose itae nnt eiet en traoneaeeee 


20,072 67 
19,580 86 


otel ro "——— E —Á——— 


Amount paid BoSoONC Y ——X-X———— Hr 
Amount paid for fuel, 1877 92592609009900540703200250820994096909€0490549500 0390905229 3 QOB* 09D E V6UASAOQESeA* eee *edo 4004069 


1,091 71 


26,699 65 
26,460 13 


E E 


Amount paid for furniture, 1878......... eise corssee eene eene the tento tnit tenet eene trennen 
Amount paid for furniture, Cry NR 


2u9 £2 


6,882 TL 
4,355 81 


oso M "——————————— ÁÁ——— —M— 
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Amount paid for apparatus, 1878 .. X. i eee sense AE RRE ss es seu o nd anta nenne speredaseenror eonaeess 


Amount paid for apparatus, 1977, .......ssccscsssssecssseretesecssee o 
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Amount pmd for interest, 1878. .sssessreeseserse so iere tete bn % YR ER RAN HAS ae Set Ee A Am "e 


Amonnt pad for interest, 1877......... cccscess sees ennt «s 
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Dieses, T —————————————— Á—— 


Aesreenhandeeeg se 


Amount commissions paid for collecting, 1878.. Lusse csceseesnvesses eren o o nenne rre nnann 


2,526 90 


2,003 14 > 
2,281 04 


187 90 


4,082 12 
6,569 15 


2,471 06 


12,192 91 


Amount commissions paid for e Uer tung, 1877 sere sss vesse e nee cr 12,132 Pä 
ILLI E M 60 39 


' Amount paid for enumeration of youth, 1878... ,.ccccseccesunes scere eere eene a reet 
- Amount paid for enumeration of youth, 1877...... ses ee sernevesevsa seras KEN netta chen nnn 
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3,839 04 
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Amount paid Secretaries of Boards of Education, 1877 9,797 88 
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i Total expenditures from the Building Fund, for all purposes, year 1878 ... . 


180,113 70 
Total expenditures from the Building Fund, for all purposes, year 1877. 


209,740 50 
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Total expenditures from Teachers’ and Building Fund for year 1878 . ue sss 681,818 81 
Total expenditures from Teacher'sand Building Fund for year 1877 e aoe se, s. s. 710,658 86 
S DEENEN TE wes ee c 5. 88,840 55 
Balance reported on hand, for year ending August 31,1878 seen s sass e sees oe 149,093 46 
Balance reported on hand, for year ending August31, 1817. e asses ll ee 160,122 85 
SE yet Sn e E Peele Së See EEN Waele’ deqave estu) Soares PEDIR 11,029 29 
‘Average District Levy on $100 Valuation of Property, 1878 and 1877 
Compared. 
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For Building Fund, 1878,........ceccscscssesssveesees o 
For Building Fund, 1877 us AE sivo eit EES EEN 
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ATM TE D 


Cost of Education per Pupil. 


9 


were testem oseseoos enteros KEEN KEREN KREE Kee ae eessen s 14,80 conta 
20.80 cents 


een 
6 00 cents 


Cost for tuition for year ending Angust 37, 1873, based on the nuemeration.. .................$ 2 49 
Cost for tuition for year ending August 31, 1877, based on the enumeration,.............. eee 277 
BICI d EE 28 
Cost for Hen for year ending Uns s da based on thenumber reported Weeer 
school. ..... Pabeée Le a Se ene aden Siar wanbecens Perey er 3 8 
Cost for tuition for year ending August 31, "1877, based on the namber reported attending 
sc 00 Asé*apef$ duteyotvooeto Hos yyvt b3** »54A49999 ADD RERERDERSHOE SETS de > vooso steigert Óbpaee9OteecopySost9 00v t^ peectepss 4 30. 
Decrease. n.se. bus —— Sessides Bi 
Cost per pupil, for all pnrposes, GE year LEN pom 31, en based on the number re- 
ported in daily average attendance sen (————————— pe ENEE osotoro 5 78 
Cost per pupil, for all purposes, tor year arung August 8 187, based on a the sumen Te- 
ported in dally average attendance . ss na e os asset nnnc ternera —— 7 66 
Deerease, neen aces een at vorre — Mop 1 88 
Cost per pupil for al! purposes for 1878, "based on the nuwber reported attending school... 5 23 
Cost per pupil for all purposes for 1876, based on the number reported attending school... G14 
Decrease .. d Geen Us E ACEN Ae GU 
Amount re ceived. during the year 1818, jor all purposes, Hor each youth in the Bates be. 
tween ths ages ot 6 and 21 years, as enumerated .,.... ... ———— 4 18 
Amount received during the year 1877, for all purposes, e each oun in Mis Stato. be- 
tween the ages of 6 and 21 years, a aseniumerated,.. s crevices see sasoe cesse ee etr tante Së ees 72 
DIGITIS EE 4 
Amount ER during the year 1878, for all purposes for each sont in the Btate, be- 
tween the ages of 6 nnd 21 years, as enumernted,.. e s Sege 8 38 
Amount expanded during the yerr 1877, for ail purposes, for each youth in Le State, hes 
tween the azesof 6 and 21 years, as entunerated gë EE EE 3 28 
Inerease  ......... A Siu Voss Vus EAR T A 05 
Cost per pupil, per month E ‘all purpose 3 for 1878, based pon the pe reported 
attending school s e e m eee A t He) het e dar Mugs dee 2 20 
Cost per pupil, per month, for all purposes for 1877, based upon the number reported 
attending school ..... ——————— P — € + zeen 1 25 
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Recaptiulution of the Fiscal Statements for the School Year ending 


August Bist, 1878. 


Total assets reported frem all sourc?s, during the year SECH including balance on band at 


bezinning of s:hool yer, 1873 nes yia d Vi. screw! ces EE p . $$ 842,818 65 
Total ass?ts ronorted from all sources, during the year 1877, including balaneo on Bend at 

beginning ot school year, 1877 5: ence gadseacedois. obo! se — secsseesaces « 921,807 10 

Decreasas..... seess eo cee ——— se o teense © se vressnesoesocoean esae > sas ssevsocasses 18,488 45 


Total reported disbursements of both funds during year ending August31,1878............ 681,818 51 
Total reported disbursements of both funds during year ending August 31, 1877............ 770,858 86 
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Reported balance on hand of both funds, 1878 .. Seege ieas S ENS cu de ENEE AE sate 
Reported balance on hand of both funds, 1877. ... .... een no soe rrovsnseesscs oo one 
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88,340 55 


149,098 45 
.. 160,122 85 


11,029 29 


Tho details from which the genera! results have been computed, 
will he found in the several Tablos horo'o affixed; and I refer you to 
them for much information that is valuable and encouraging to the 
friends of Free Schools. A few things, I déem it due to this public 
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interest, to call to your especial notice, and through you, to the con- 
sideration of the Legislature. ~ 


OUR SCHOOL LAWS. 

‘Though there are some objections occasionally made to our School 
Law, it is conceded by eminent Educators in other parts of the 
Union, to be one of the best, taken as a whole, that has been adopted 
inany State. Still, experience has developed some defects which it 
will be wise to supply, and a few ambiguities, that ought to be remov- 
ed. To some of these, allow me to call your attention. 


REMOVAL OF OFFICERS. ; 

It wil unavoidably happen in every system, as extensive and com- 
plex as our Public Schools, that incompetent and unfaithful persons 
will sometimes be appointed to its service, and there ought to be 
some provision for their removal. But there is no such provision in 
our School Law, for several of its more important offices. The Trus- 
tees or the Board of Education may remove a teacher, and the Trus- 
tees may exclude, for certain reasons, scholars from the schools, but 
there is no power to remove a member of the Board of Education; a 
Secretary, or County Superintendent. Experience has demonstrated 
this to be an injurious omission in the Law; and I suggest the wis- 
dom of an amendment, providing for such removal, by such authority, 
and for such causes, as the Legislature may deem it wise to prescribe. 
Habitual intemperance; gross immorality; abuse of official power; 
or damaging neglect, or violation of prescribed duties ought to be 
sufficient cause for the removal of any of the officers named. The 
power to-remove a Secretary might be safely given to the Board of 
Hdueatiou for his district; that to remove a member of a Board of 
Education, to the President of the Boards of Education of the several 
districts of the county, subject to the approval of the County Super- 
intendent, and that to remove a County Superintendent, to the same 
President, subject to the approval of the State Superintendent. There 
could scarcely be a possibility of harsh or unjust action under a pow- 
er so graded; and experience has proved that there have been cases, 
in which the best interests oft he Schools have suffered for the want of 
its exercise. E 

. CONFLICT OF AUTHORITY. 


The Law (sec. 13), makes it the duty of the Trustees to appoint 
the teachers of their respective schools, but requires the contracts to 
be approved by the Board of Education ; and provides, also, (see 12), 
thatthe said Trustees shall be under thesupervision and control of the 
said Board. In a number ofinstances the Boards of Education have 
not only refused to approve contracts made with teachers by Trustees, 
but have assumed to appoint the teachers themselves. 

Again: The Trustees are required, (sec. 15), to take charge of the 
school houses, and are forbidden, save with the consent of the Board 
of Education of, the District, to “allow said houses to be used for any 
other than school purposes ; except for religious meetings and Sunday 
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Schools.” But in some instances, a Board of Education, or a member 
thereof, has assumed the right ofallowing the school-houses to be used 
for other purposes than those designated by the Law, and against the 
decision of the Trustees, who are made immediately responsibie for 
the care of both the houses and their furniture. 

Again: The Law, (Sec. 30), makes it the duty of County Super- 
intendents to organize and conduct County or District Institutes ; and 
requires the teachers to attend the same for eight days in the year. 
But Boards of Education are sometimes unfriendly to these Institutes, 
and will not contract with teachers unless they willagree to carry on 
their schools, when once begun, continuously, regardless of the fact 
whether an Institute is held duringthe term of the school or not: and 
so the purpose of the Law is hindered. These and other similar con- 
fliets ot authority have arisen, and though they are seemingly small 
matters, they interfere injuriously with the harmonious operation of 
our school system, and are worthy of a more definite expression in 
the Law. . BEN 

s 
EXAMINATIONS AND TEACHERS' CERTIFICATES. 


But few things tend more to keep up and advance the standard of 
qualifieation in teachers than frequent and well conducted examina- 
tions. The provision of the law. establishing County Boards of Exam- 
iners, and requiring all teachers who do not hold “Normal Diplomas" 
or ‘‘Professionol Certificates," to be examined annually, has, in this re- 


spect, worked well. We suggest, however, that the grades of certifi- 


cates given by the County Boards of Examiners, which now extend 
to five be reduced to three; that grade No. 1 shall be given to teachers 
who answer correctly 87 per cent. of the questions; grade No. 2 to 
those who answer correctly 77 per cent.; and grade No. 3 to those 
who answer correctly 67 per cent., and that no teacher be licensed to 
teach in any county of the State whose standing is below grade No. 3. 
License, however, should be given to the County Board to allow a 
per cent., in no case to exceed ten, extra of that given on the exami- 
tion, in consideration of known aptness to teach and an established 
reputation for intelligence, character and success in the profession. I 
attach particular importance to this point, since nothing is more 
clearly established by observation and experience than the fact that 
the quality of a teacher can not be justly determined by his ability to 
answer questions atan examination. Persons who obtain and de- 
serve the highest grades on examinations, not unfrequently prove 
utter failures in the practical work of the &chool room. 


PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATES. * 


The law (Sec. 29) establishes a “State Board of Examiners," com- 
posed of the State Superintendent and two professional teachers, to 
be appointed by the Governor, with power to grant Professional Cer- 
tificates that shall entitle’the holders thereot to be legally admitted to 
the profession of teacher throughout the State of West Virginia for 
life. The present members of this Board found a good deal of preju- 
dice existing against certificates of this kind, and a disposition on the 
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part of District Boards of Education to disparage them below the 
rank ot No. 1 county certificates. Tho law prescribes no definite rules 
for the direction of this State Board, in conducting these examina- 
tions, and it is probable from the very -general complaint that these 
Professional Certificates have, in many cases, been granted to persons 
in many respects unworthy ofthem. The present Board have, there- 
fore, attempted to provide against further objection to this provision 
of the law by adopting for their own regulation a method of conduct- 
ing examinations, and a grade of scholarship for Professional Certifi- 
cates, which will preclude the future admission into this rank of auy 
but teachers of unquestioned scholarship, aptness and experience. 


' They confer two grades of Professional Certificates: One for quahfi- 


cation to teach a Primary School; and one for qualification to teach a 
Graded or a High School. For the first of these grades, the candi- 
dates are required to stand a thorough and satisfactory written ex- 
amination on all the subjects (seven) embraced in the Primary 
Schools, and to adduce satisfactory evidence that they have taught 


"with approval for three years. For the second, the examination is ex- 


tended to ail the studies embraced~in the three years’ course of the 
Normal Schools, and the candidate is required to bave had jive years’ 
experience in teaching. All candidates for either grade of certificates 
are required to produce satisfactory evidence of their good mora 
character, literary habits, and general fitness for the work of teaching 
and of their ability to manage and discipline a school. e 

While the law provides that Professional Certificates and Normal 
Diplomas shall entitle the holders to teach througbout the State and 
for life, without future examination, it does not establish the rank 
of these certificates, as compared with thoso given by the County 
Boards. The result is, that in a number of cases the District Boards 
of Education, or the County Boards of Examiners, for reasons which 


` I have before stated, have assumed to grade them below a No. 1 Cer- 


tificate of the County Boards of Examiners. The plain presumption 
of the law, however, is that they should rank with the highest grade, 
and their holders be entitled to the corresponding salary ; and sinco 
the standard of Protessional Certificates is now raised to such a degree 
above that required for a No. 1 County Certificate, and the course of 
instruction in the Normal Schools has been extended by the present 
Board of Regents to three years, and the instructions, examinations 
and training have been made more thorough and rigid. I suggest 
that this class of licensed teachers should bé protected in their profes- 
sional standing, and that the law be so amended asto rank their 
Certificates or Diplomas, as in all respects, equal to a No. 1 County Cer- 
tificate, unlesg an agreement to the contrary be expressly made with 
the teacher by a written contract. 

'The expenses of advertising and holding tho County Examinations 
are not provided for, except as to the per diem of the Examiners. All 
the expenses of these examinations should be paid out of the fees re- 
ceived from the candidates for examination, and, in no case, allowed 
to exceed these. A compensation should be fixed by law, also, for the 


' services and expenses of the State Board of Examiners, and an appro- 


priation made for its payment, 
LENGTH OF SCHOOL MONTH. i 


Section 30 of the School Law próvides that the school month shall 


- — E er Ev LEES COL a 
a See KEE TA Tx Das RE wit P UR biis 2 uu h = 


Li 
x 
- 
E 


~ 


REPORT OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS. . 13 
consist of twenty-two days, excluding Saturdays, twenty days of 
which shall be devoted to teaching and two to attending County In- 
stitutes ; but the total number of days required to be devoted to Insti- 
tutes is limited to eight—that is, two days for each of the four months 
which the law requires all Primary Schools to be continued. But 
where the schools are continued more than four months, the question 
has been raised: “what is the measure of the extra months, twenty or 
twenty-two days?" Ihave construed the law to mean twenty-two days, 
but the ambiguity should be removed by a more definite expression 
of the law. 

ENUMERATION OF SCHOOL YOUTH. 


Section 19 requires an enumeration of all youth between the ages 
of six and twenty-one years to be made annually by sub-districts. 
We suggest that the section be amended so as to require an enumera- 
tion to be taken ot all youth between the ages of six and sixteen, and 
between sixteen and twenty-one. This isimportant for purposes of 
comparison. Pupils who attend Primary Schools regularly from six 
to sixteen years, ought, in this time, to complete a course of studies 
embraced in these schools, and pass out of the list of attendants, 
Therefore, to compare the number of attendants on the schools with 
tho number of school youth enumerated between the ages of six and 
twenty-oue, produces a false impression as to the proportion of chil- 
dren in the State who neglect the privileges of education which are so 
liberally provided for them. The general average age of pupils in 
school tor 1877-78 was 11.05 years, which is nearly a mean between 
six and sixteen. Ofthe 201.237 youth enumerated between tho ages 
of six and sixteen, perhaps 51,237 were between sixteen and twenty- 
one, leaving 150,000 between the ages of six and sixteen. Our statistics 
show that over 130,000 actually attended school during the year, leav- 
ing only 20,000 in the whole State between these ages in non-attend- 
ance, and making an attendance of 86.6 per cent. of youth between these. 
ages actually in the schools, 

But it the comparison be made with 201,237, or all between the 
ages of six and twenty-ono, it will show that over 70,000 did not at- 
tend school; or an attendance of only 64.6 per cent. of the whole. Of 
courso, there are some between sixteen and twenty-one, who still re- 
main in the schools, and it will not give a perfectly accurate result to 
leave them out of the comparison, but it will give a more satisfactory 
Showing to ascertain the proportion by both methods; dnd, atthe same 
time, present a more accurate and creditable evidence of our interest 
in education. It will be but little extra trouble to take the enumera- 
enumeration as I suggest 

On this subject, too, there should be an efficient provision for es- 
forcing the law requiring an actual enumeration to be mado overy 
year, because it is the basis on which the “general School Fund" is 
distributed, and should be accurateand reliable. It has been reported 
that in some instances, no actual enumeration has been made, 
but that the number has been computed by simply adding an arbi- 
trary per cent. to some previous enumeration. ` 

SETTLEMENTS WITH SHERIFFS. 


The settlement of the financial accounts of the Free schools, made 
with Sherifis, were not required to be reported to this Department 
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until the amendment thorefor, of the 52nd Sec. ofthe School Law, en- 
acted by the last Legislature. The provisions of this act are as 
stringent and coercive as can reasonably bedesired, yet it has been to 
a considerable extent insufficient to effect the required settlement, 
and we have for many Counties, only the very defective financial re- 
ports of County Superintendents to look to for information on this im- 
portant interest of our Free Schools. 

The law provides that whero the settlements of the Sheriffs with 
County Courts had been neglected they should “extend back to the 
time when the Sheriff became Collector of the District Levies for 
school purposes.” I called special attention to the provisions of the 
law on this subject, by circulars addressed to the Sheriffs, Judges 
and Clerks of Courts, Prosecuting Attorneys, County Superinten- 
dents, and by other means, insisted upon this observance. The re- 
sult has been that fourteen counties have failed to make or report ` 
any settlement, for the periodending August 31, 1877, and thirty-three 
counties have similarly failed for the year ending August 31, 1878. 
The settlements that have been reported to me show, in some in- 
stances, large balances, in the hands of Sheriffs, and the reports of 
County Superintendents, present an aggregate of balances, to the 
credit of districts, amounting August 31, 1877, to $160,122.85, and 
August 31, 1878, to $149,093.46. Thus it appears that about 30 per 
cent. of the net proceeds of the annual district levies, is held from 
year to year, in the hands of Sheriffs. The reports of the County 
Superintendents of these balances, are not strictly correct, but they 
ought to fall short of rather than exceed the balances, actuaily in the 
hands of Sheriffs. Itis proper to state that in many counties these 
balances are comparatively small, while in a few they are very large. 
There is no necessity for this. The expenses of running the schools 
in a given district, can be estimated with so much accuracy that there 
ought not to be for any one year but a very small balance in excess 
of expenditures. Itis hoped that this matter will, be more strictly - 
attended to in the future, and that many counties will be enabled 
greatly to reduce their next levy by drawing upon funds already to 


their credit in the hands of Sheriffs. There should be a law requiring 


all out-going Sheriffs to pay over promptly to some proper receiver, 
all balances of school money in their hands. I suggest the propriety 
of having these balances accounted for at once to the Auditor of State, 
to be charged to him under proper regulations. 
COUNTY INSTITUTES. | 

The Legislature at its last session, provided for a plan of County 
Institutes, by which the teachers employed in the State were required 
to attend County or District Institutes, to the extent of two days for 
each month they were employed in teaching, but notto exceed eight 
days in the year. The time devoted to Institutes was to be consider- 
ed as so much of the time they contracted for as teachers, and to be 
paid for as though it had been employed in teaching. In order to 
have the execution of this law properly reported, I prepared blanks, 
or Institute registers, for the County Superintendents, with columns. 
Ist, for a full list of all the teachers employed in the County; 2d, the 
number of days each one attended ; 3d, the per cent. of diligence of 
each and 4th, a list of the names of teachers who did not attend at 
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all: ^ The law provided that teachers who did not attend at all, or only 
in part, Should be charged a pro rata of their salary for the time of 
non-attendance so reported. The Law is thus farcompulsory. 

We have had but one years experience to test the operation of the 
law; and it cannot be expected that the result should be a fair expo- 
nent of its ultimate value or essential wisdom, still, the result has 
been highly satisfactory; all the counties in the State, I am informéd, 
held Institutes, thougb some of them have not returned to me the re- 
ports requested. -Twenty-nine (29) counties, however, have made 
detailed reports, The total number of teachers in these counties, is 
1867, of these all, but 164, attended Institutes, the greater part of 
them for the,full eight days required-by the law, some for a longer 
time; and with à general average for all, of 6.4 per cent. : 

The work of these Institutes was new to many County Superin- 
tendents; the duty of attending them distasteful to many of the 
teachers; and the cost of conducting them, and their interference in 
sómė cases, with the current term of the schools, causes of objections 
to many citizens. These were all formidabie obstacles in the way of 
success, yet there is an overwbelming expression of sentiment on the 
part of County Superintendents, as to the value of the instruction 
they afford to the teachers, and their usefulness in elevating the 
standard of teyching, securing unity of method, and exciting emula- 
tion and personal respect among the teachers. 

As this provision for Institutes was entirely new to our State, there 
wds a very general call for information on the subject, and for advice 
a8 to their proper organization and management, 

I prepared' and circulated, therefore, the following 

| SUGGESTIONS TO COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 


To secure uniformity and efficiency in conducting Teachers’ Insti- 
tutes, provided for in the thirtieth section of the School Law, the fol- 
lowing suggestions are respectfully submitted to the County Superin- 
tendents : ; 

The Institutes in the respective counties are to be organized and 
conducted by the County Superintendent in person, or by some com- 


pétent teacher whom he shall appoint in his stead. They are to be. 


attended by all the teachers in the county for eight days, where the 
schools are taught for four months, and where the number of months 
taught is less than four, then for as many as two, days for every such 
month. ` ' 

The time and places for holding these Institutes are left to the de- 
termination of the County Superintendent. In appointing them, 
however, he should consult convenience and economy, and arrange 
them for the best interests of the teachers and the schools. With 
these limitations, it would be best to have but one Institute in a 
county, with a continuous session of eight days, or perhaps two ses- 
sions of four days each, and at convenient intervals; but when the 
tedchers would be put to unwarranted inconvenience or expense in 
reaching one place, two, or even a greater number of places with ses- 
sions of eight or four days each, may be designated, even to one in 
each school district; but the larger number of teachers who can be 
brought together for Institute teaching and training, the better. If 
many Institutes are held in one county, it will be impracticable for 
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the County Superintendent to conduct them in person, or to procure 
competent substitutes in his stead, and'they will be liable to degen- 
erate into anidleformality. This shouldbe specially guarded against, 
and the County Superintendent should make it his supreme aim 
not only to secure a full attendance of teachers, but to provide for the 
most efficient organization and conduct of this important element in 
our school system. One-day Institutes will prove utterly worthless ; 
in no case ought the sessions to be less than four days each. > 

The Institutes should be organized as a school; every class that is 
taught in a primary school should be formed, and recitations regular- 
ly heard in each, just as in the daily routine of a primary school. The 
object should be both to illustrate the methods of teaching and to im- 
part instruction on the subject matter to be taught. The idea should 
be to train the teachers in the art of teaching,—to exemplify to them 
how to handle the school, and every class in the school. Lectures, 
discussions, &c., should be provided for the evenings. 

The conductor of an Institute must make and keep an accurate roll 
of all teachers in the county, by districts, with a daily record of atten- 
dance, Ze, according to the blank form which will be furnished for 
this purpose by the State Superintendent. He will also give to each 
teacher a certificate in the form furnished, showing the number of 
full days he has attended and for which he is entitled to compensa- 
tion from the Board of his district. Boards of Educatidn cannot re- 
quire teachers to teach more than twenty days to the month for each 
of the four months for which he is required by law to attend Insti- 
tutes. In the monthly settlements, the teachers may be paid the tull 
month’s salary, for all but the last month, from which,the Board 
should in all cases withhold the pro rata required by law for non-at- 
tendance which may be reported against any teacher by the County 
Superintendent. Ifa teacher should make up his "non-attendance" 
by attending an Institute after his school has closed, but within and 
for the same school year, the pro rata of his salary which had been 
withheld, should, upon the presentation of the required certificate to 
his Board, be refunded to him. 

Teachers must attend Institutes in the county in which they teach, 
and at the places designatec by the County Superintendent. Atten- 
dance in another county is not recognized by the law. 

The County Superintendent should give due and special notice to 
every teacher in his county, of the times and places of Institutes, re- 
quire punctual and regular attendance for the full time of every day, 
and note the percentage of diligence in the teachers respectively. 
The discipline, order and instruction of an Institute should be as rigid, 
regular and thorough as in a school, both to secure the benefits of the 
Institute and as 4n example in method. 

County Superintendents should be particular not to appoint Insti- 
tutes to be held on Saturdays, because. teachers cannot be lawfully re- 
quired to attend them on that day. Itis especially excepted from the 
twenty-two days which are required from the teacher for every 
month, and of which two are set apart for Institutes. Saturday In- 
stitutes would be, at best, but a frivolous evasion of the high duty 
which the provision of the law imposes, alike on County Superinten- 
dents and teachers. 
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Where schools are continued for more than four months, the ques- 
tion has been raised whether the extra months shall consist of twenty 
or twenty-two days. The law is not explicit, but as the continuance 
of schools for more than four months in the year is not required by ` 
the general law, but is left entirely to the Boards of Education and 
the voters of the districts, it is doubtless competent for them to decide 
also the term of the month. We strongly urge, however, for the sake 
of uniformity and to suit our School Registers, that the number of 
days to be devoted to teaching be fixed at twenty to the month, for 
the.extra months also, sven should it be necessary to make a pro rata 
reduction in the monthly compensation. 


+ Weearnesly urge upon the County Superintendents the propriety 
and importance of impressing upon the teachers the advantages of 
these Institutes and the moral and legal obligation they are under 
faithfully and diligently to attend them. Teachers should remember 
that the State proposes to pay them for these eight days at an average 
of $1.50 per day, and that this expedient for their instruction and im- 
provement in the knowledge and art of their profession is at a cost of 
$50,000 a year to the people whom they serve. Such an expression 
of the public concern fora higher grade of competency in our teach- 
ers ought to excite an earnest interest, not only in every officer of the 
public schools, but in the people generally, to give hearty and vigi- 
lant encouragement to make the provision as effective 4s possible for 
the interests of education. 

lam gratified to report that there was avery general and earnest 
effort on the part of ‘the County Superintendents, to carry out these 
suggestions, and to make this liberal provision for the improvement 
of the téachers as effective as posible. Itis believed that no State in 
the Union has provided so liberally for the improvement of all the 
primary teachers, employed in the schools, and that no want in con- 
nection with the successful working of our school system is of greater 
practical importance than that which this provision is intended to 
provide. No amount of time or money expended on common school 
education can give high or satisfactory results so long as the teachers 
are themselves untaught on the subjects committed to their instruc- 
tion and unskilled in the impartation of knowledge, and the manage- 
ment and discipline of a school. 

Where these Institutes are conducted by experienced and competent 
instructors, it is generally conceded that no method has been devised 
which so speedily and specifically supplies these requisites. It is here, 
however, that our law in some measure fails to meet all the require- 
ments of an effective system of Institutes. It provides liberally and 
wisely for securing the attendance of the teachers, but it failed to 
provide skilled instructors to conduct the Institutes. We have felt 
the importance of securing trained teachers for the children, but have 
not reflected that it is equally important to provide good instructors 
for the teachers. We need good teachers for the schools, and first- 
class instructors for the teachers. 

Many of our County Superintendents were not elected with refer- 
ence to this duty, and have felt and acknowledged their want of 
experience in the discharge of it. They desire assistance and, would 
it not be wise, to appropriate annually out of the General School 
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Fund, a small sum to employ such assistance, and to authorize the 
State Superintendent to prepare a definite programme, of exercises 
to be adopted throughout the State? 

For the comparatively small sum of two or three thousand dollars 
a year, we could engage competent aid for every county in the State, 
and render more than doubly effective the liberal provision already 
made for this purpose. The “General School Fund” is required by 
the Constitution to be expended annually for the “support of Froe 
Schools,” and such an, appropriation would in an eminent degree con- 
tribute to this end. 


TIME OF HOLDING INSTITUTES, 


It is of the highest importance to the success of any system that its 
several parts should be arranged so as not tointerfere with, but rather. 
to support and give greater efficiency to each other. As the law now 
stands, the County Superintendents appoint the time of holding the 
Institutes, and the Boards of Education appoint the time of opening 
the schools. The consequence is that the schools have frequently to ` 
be suspended to allow the teachers to attend the Institutes, and not 
unfrequently the Institutes are not heid until the schools for the year 
are closed, and so the benefit of the Institute, for that year at least, is' 
lost. This, when we consider that many of the teachers annually’ 
drop out of the profession, is evidently an important defect in the 
working of the system. We suggest that all County Institutes should 
be organized by a general law, to be held before the opening of the 
schools, and that a definite period be prescribed for holding the In- 
stitutes and opening the schools. It would, perhaps, suit all parte of 
our State to require that all Institutes should be held in the months of: 
July and August, and not later than the end of the second week in 
September, next preceding the opening of the schools,‘and that the 
schools should in no case be opened earlier than the beginning of the 
third week of September. 

It should also be provided that no teachers should be employed who 
had not attended the Institutes next preceding the term of their 
Service, unless it could be satisfactorily shown that they had been 
prevented by sickness. When the State incurs so much expénse to’ 
make the teacher effective in his work, it is right to enforce the ob- 
servance ofthe law by all legitimate means. If teachers are not will: 
ing to imprové themselves, when the State not only provides fall in- 
struction, but also compensation for their time, they ought not-to be 
employed in her service. 

PEABODY INSTITUTES. 


_ During the last scholastic year, the Trustees of the “Peabody Fund,” 
committed tomy disposal $650.00, for holding Institutes. We attempted, 
as far as practicable, to make these Institutes models for the instuctors of 
County Institutes, and distributed them so as to make them geograph-. 
ically accessible to as many Teachers and Superintendents as practi-. 
cable. "Thirteen were organized, of five days each, and held at the. 
following places: ` Berkeley Springs, Morgan county; Burning 
‘Springs, Wirt county; Charleston, Kanawha county; Kingwood, 
Preston county ; Logan C. H. ; Middlebourne, Tyler county ; Mounds-. 
ville, Marshall county ; Nicholas, C. H: Petersburg, Grant county ; 
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Philippi, Barbour. county; Princeton. Mercer county, and Raleigh, 
GH l.engaged some of the most skillful and experienced teachers 
of the State to conduct them; and a large number of the most earnest 
instructors of our schools attended.them. They were also generally 

sustained by the ministers of the gospel, and other friends of educa-~ 
tion, in the localities where they were held, and, we are assured con- 

tributed much, not only to the instruction of the teachers, but to ex- 

cite and widen the popular interest in our schools. The Trustees of 
the Peabody Fund have been go well pleased with these resultsghat.Dr. 

Sears, General Agent, authorizes me to use $1,000.00 for their continu- 

ance. It would add greatly tothe efficiency of this Fund, if-these insti- 

tutes could be recognized by the law, and the time spent in them be al- 

lowed to the credit of teachers as a part of the eight days required to 

be given to County Institutes, and I respectfully suggest that this be 

done. l i 
D PEABODY AID TO SCHOOLS. 

In this connection I mention also, as worthy of public acknowledge- 
ment, that the additional sum of $4,250.00 was given to West Virginia. 
from the Peabody Fund, to aid schools of a higher grade, in extend- 
ing their time and improving and enlarging their course of studies. 
The object was to toster and establish as far as practicable, model 
schools of higher instruction than the ordinary Primary School. With 
this sum aid was extended to schools at the following places : 

Bethany, Brooke County; Burning Springs, Wirt County; Charles- 


ton, Kanawha County ; Charlestown, Jefferson County; Clarksburg, . 


Harrison County; Guyandotte, Cabell County; Lewisburg, Green- 
brier County, Mason City, Mason County; Martinsburg, Berkeley 
County; Moundsvile, Marshall County ; New Cumberland, Hancock 
County; Portland, Preston County; Ravenswood, Jackson County; 
St. Albans, Kanawha County; St. Mary's, Pleasants County; and 
Wellsburg, Brooke County ;—in all sixteen schools. The aid receiv- 
ed by West Virginia, from this fund has been annually reduced, be- 
cause of the increasing demand] made upon it by other States, not 
heretofore awarded a due proportion, and this current year, our pro 
rata, is cut down to Three Thousand Dollars, with instructions to, 
restrict its destribution to a few schools of the higher order, for grade- 
and attendance. 
2 GRADED PRIMARY INSTRUCTION. 


All education should be conducted with method—a rational pro- 
gress, towards a definite end, is the secret of success in every under- 
taking. But,in our Primary Schools, while we have a prescribed set 
of subjects and Text Book, there is no prescribed order in which the 
subjects shall be studied, nor arrangement of the pupils, in classes, 
mor designation of the time to be given to them respectively. There 
ought'to be a begining—a regular order of progress, and end to the 
Primary course of instruction. This has been felt by some of our 
best.County Superintendents, and Superintendent Wade, of Monon- 
galia County, has succeeded, in introducing a method, in the schoolg 
of his county, that has worked with admirable success. But so long 
as.it is left to onch teacher to do as he lists, with respect to the organi- 
zation and conduct.of school work, we can: have but little system or: 
uniformity in.it. l'suggest: that-authority be - given: to - prescribe &. 
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regular courso of Primary instruction, to be generally followed in the 
-&6hools, with provision for the examination and graduation of all 
pupils, who satisfactorily complete it. 

E TEXT BOOKS. ~ 

The subject of text books is one that is exciting the attention of 
many States. Our law prescibes a uniform set of books to be used 
throughout the State. In 1865, the Legislature passed an act, (ch. 59, 
p, 56, Acts 1865), giving to the State Superintendent, power to pre. 
scribe a‘series of class books, to be used in the free schools through- 
out the State, this was re-enacted in 1866, (ch. 74, S52, p. 71), and 
again in 1867, (ch. 98, § 55, p. 129). The school law as adapted in 
the Code, (1868, ch. 45. § 55, p. 307-8). prescribed a series of class 


books, in detail, and this was subsequently adopted in 1873, with but . 


few changes, and it is further made the duty of the County Superin- 
tendent, to see that no others are introduced, with a penalty toa 
teacher who shall dọ so. But there is no provsion made for making 
any change in this series, in whole or in part, or for exercising any- 
oversight over the matter of their publication and sale, whether as 
to quality or matter,/or price. There is much complaintin our State, 
both as to the price of the class books, which the law requires, under 
penalty, to be used, and as to the quality of the material and style of 
binding—but thereis no authority short of the Legislature, itself, to 
look after these matters, or to demand redress. 

I suggest that attention be called with emphasis, to the anomalous, 


' character of our legislation on this subject, which secures a monopoly 


of a large business with no sort of restraint upon the monopolists, 
or protection of the people, against their free power to do as they 
please in the matter. 

Several plans have been suggested for relief from this monopoly. 
Some favor the repeal of the present law, on this subject, and the 
submission of the whole matter to a Couniy Board, in each county, 
others to the Boards of Education of the several districts. But there 
are serious objections to both of these plans: 

1. Thelaw provides that, under certain circumstances, schools may 
be formed out of parts of two or more districts, of the same or of dif- 
ferent counties. In this case, the text books of the two counties or 
districts being different, there would be inconvenience and additional 
expense to the children of one part, caused by the necessity of pur- 
chasing new books. | 

2.. Citizens of the State, often move from one county to another, or: 
from one district to another, and so would be exposed to the neces- . 
ity of purchasing new books. This is especially so with the poorer' 
class of our citizens, who are least able to afford it. : 

3 The Boards of Education would be exposed to the constant solici- 
tation of plausible and persistent agents, and being elected only for 
two years, would be especially liable to be persuaded to make a change. 

4: They are seldom persons at all capable of judging of the fitness 
of books, for class books, and would be likely to select the cheapest,. 
rather than the best. , 

A It is very desirable to have a uniform and equal course of studies 


adopted in all our Free Schools, and to maintain a systematic grade . 


of studies throughout the State. This cannot be done where each 
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eounty or distriet is allowed to choose the elass books and prescribe 
the studies. ý 

6. The frequent changes which such a system, would almost in- 
variably lead to, would beinjurious to the pupils, embarrassing often 
to the teachers, and particularly expensive to the people. 

We, therefore, recommend that we adhere to our present rule of re- 
quiring a uniform series of class books to be used in the Free Schools 
throughout the State. 5 

But we earnestly suggest the appointment ef a State Commission 
on Text Books, whose duty it shall be to take the-control of the 
whole subject of text books, with power to prescribe and contract for 
the books to be used, with the prices at which they shall be furnished 
to the pupils throughout the State, and with the responsibility of 
providing that the contract shall be faithfully carried out in every 
particular. The importance of this subject will be seen, when it is 
considered that more than one hundred and thirty thousand pupils, 
annually attend our schools, and that at the lowest estimate for each 
pupil there mustbe a verylarge amount of money annually expended’ 
on next books, To protect our citizens against extravagant charges 
for this necessary expense of education, and to secure to them a class 
of text books, not only of the highest quality as to matter, but also 
of the best material and execution of binding and printing, are 
matters surely worthy of some judicious and affective provision upon 
the part of the Legislature. 

NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

The Normal Schools of the State are not an organic part of our. 
Free School system. They are placed under the management of a 
Board of Regents, consisting of the Executive Officers of the State 
and three others; who are appointed by Your Excellency, one from ` 
each Congressional district in the State. But as the State Superin- 
tendent of Free Schools is made ex-officio, president of this Board, 
I may here present you with a brief general statement as to their 
operations and condition. Anterior to the last session of our Legisla- 
ture, the State support of these six schoole had been so precarious, 
that they had ‘fallen into a very feeble and languishing condition. 
But the last Legislature provided that each of the Normal Schools 
should be paid at the rate of $3.50 per month, for each normal student 
in actual attendance, with the provision, however, that no one school 
should be paid a sum per annum succeeding $2,000.00. They were 
allowed, also, in addition to this State eompensation-for normal 
pupils; to charge tuition fees for the non-normal pupils that might 
attend, and a contingent fee from all matriculates. Under this 
arrangement the schools were reopened and have been greatly revived 
and are doing well. - : 


During the year ending August 31, 1877, there was an average , 


attendance of non-paying normal pupils of 2147 months at a total 


cost to the State of $7,108.50; and during the year ending August . 


31, 1878, an average attendencé of 3,304 months, at a total cost to the ' 
State of $10,062.00. The limit-of the appropriation was $12,000.00 
per annum, and the earnings of the schools fell short of this limit, 
the first of these two year by $4,891,50, and the latter by only 
$1,938.00. 
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‘The Normal students are all pledged, as a condition ‘of receivin 
the free tuition of the schools, to teach in the Free Schools of the 
State for at least one year, and it is the purpose of many of thém to 
make teaching their profession. ; 

The regents, in 1877, extended the course of instruction in these: 
schools to three years, and elevated and made uniform in all the 
schools the text books' and the standard of scholarship necessary to` 
graduation. . 

The school building at Fairmont needs some repairs, and the 
greatly increased attendance made it necessary for the Executive 
Committee to fit-up with seats and suitable furniture, a Large hall that: 
had, before, been vacant. We call your attention therefore, especially 
to that part of the report of the regents which recommends the ap-. 
‘propriation of $1,000 00 for these purposes, as well as to that, which 
recommends an appropriation of $500 00 for fitting up and seating 
additional recitation rooms in the Concord school, in Mercer County. 


CONCLUSION. 


We have just reason to be gratified with the general result of our 
sehool-work. There has been a steady and most encouraging ad- 
vance in every quality of excellence. The attendance of pupils has . 
steadily increased. The character and qualifications of the teachers 
have been much improved, much prejudice has been overcome, and 
the general interest of the public in the system has been deepened 
and confirmed—the number of school houses added to—their capac- 
ity in many places, enlarged, and their styles fashioned aftor the 
best models furnished in our most advanced architecture. Greater 
System, and uniformity in method are everywhere seen in the, 
organization and conduct of the schools, and a constant process is 
going on in grading, and extending the courses of study, System- , 
atic economy characterizes the management of the Boards of Educa- 
tion—and, gradually, a very competent class of school officers is grow- 
ing up, under the influence and tuition of frequent and protracted 
service. 

The great wantin the practical working of our school system; is 
an experienced and efficient supply of tbe local officers. ‘The success’: 
of-the schools depends largely upon the County Superintendent; the 
District Boards of Education, and the Trustees. et the people be 
careful to elect and continue in office, wise and prudent boards, ex- , 
perienced and faithful.County Superintendents, and these again pro- 
vide discreet Trustees, who will see that none but tbe best teachers 
are employed, and that a sufficiently just compensation is offered in 
order to attract and secure a higher order of talent and scholarship, . 
to the profession, and the course of-our schools will be still onward, . 
and the good fruits many more manifest, year by year. Under the 
blessing and guidance of a generous Providence, our growing 
young State has promise of a rapid and enlightened development, in 
all that constitutes the honor, the happiness, and the dignity. of a 
people, provided only, we steadfastly .adhere to our system; already 
80 prosperously inaugurated, of free, liberal and universal education. 


W. K. PENDLETON, 
State Superintendent of Free Schdois. 
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EXPLANATION OF ‘STATISTIGAL TABLES. 


TABLE .A—Showing the receipts and dishursements of the Teachers’ Fund, 

TABLE B—Showing.the receipta and Wisbursentents-of the Building Fund. 

TABLE C—Showing the number and value of school houses, &c. ! 

TABLE D—Enumeration of youth bétweér the ages of six’and twenty-one years, And nuinber . 
attending school. 

TABLE E—Sub-districts, schools, and number and grede of certificates. 

TABLE F—Number of teachers and namber of months tdught. 

TABLE-G—Age of pupils; number studying; number of visits fróin;officers.- 

TABLE’ H--Amiount of district levies; amount of delinquent lists; total receipts and expehditares; 
balanos on Hand; dpportiotment and average dost per pupil. 

TABLE! I—Showing (be enumeration of youth; jhe appordléninentof;Siate Schal Sud for the 
school:year commencing September ist, 1877; and September ist, 1876; add the 
amount pt salaries paldroounty superintendelite: ` 
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TABLE A. 
Showing the receipts and Disbursements of the Teachers’ Fund. 


E E RECEIPTS-FOR TEACHERS’ FUND. SALARIES OF TEACHERS. 
23 - 
eo 
! EE: S 5 i AGGREGATE SALARIES. AVERAGE SALARIES, 
- o z : 

COUNTIES, ek E b. 2 B. e ee i WHITE |COLORED.| > . 
SEI E "5 © EE : sh us "bet . R ms 
sa à S- Da 58 A Se WHITE... - ` COLORED, Ts $| oS 
Bg g (= as as e Se hen = j d Ei S| Ejla 
SS &.| &:[ ge | 28 $. me 3 | 3) =| 2] 2/38 
a = É E ry E Male. Female. | Male. | Female. Co sigis| glg 

Barbour....... .......{9 1,099 97/$ 4,113 11/$ AS 525 27 $ 10.242 58 $ 6,534 36 $ 1,831 9313 204 ong 101 64/$ 8,671 93/26 25/26 31/25 50 26 00/26 29 
Berkeley ...... ‘| 1,471 82| 8,346 15 Së 2,274 1,067 35| 343 00| 11,360 23/30 65133 09/26 33 24 50129 86 
Boonen) 246 1,590 13 8,243 P 873 23 18 ol. 4,194. 70/29 15/25 55 28 00!........123 oe 
Braxton............... 211 87 2,715 03} : 2,096 64 1,880 25 60 60)... eed 4, 186 89/28 21]18 16/20 00)..... .128 95 
Brooke................. 1,152 70 1,881 23 i 0 4,541 42 8,086 351... lee 8 297 77138 75,384 16) ... . .37 00 
C2bell................] 1,238 8,401 80| . 8,961 66 200 00 219 58| 13,321 18 7,695 33 3,446 94 30 9601.7 r7... 11,472 21134 11134 37130 00}. 34 39 
Cee dange EE 859 69 1,571 81 2,0835 54l.... .. SEN 121 71 4,589 02 2,979 34 687-99[.. 2e e| eset tus 3,667 33|25 25/21 49]... .|... . 124 44 
EEN 1,436 67| 1,014 51| 1,931 19[.... ....| 544.741 4,229 11| 1,762 68 170 76]......... ees ul 1,923 44|23 6617 M 20 62 
Kc dl Ge sé 642 41 3,130 21 5,979 98|..... .. .... 202 17] -9,554 77 5,003 00 2,570 001..... Ce 50 00 7,628 00131 00/26 40 16 16 24 52 
Tayette................]9.............. 2,774 80| . 5,862 Tei, 381 44 8,518 40 5,840 79 1,147 00 196 00|.. 7,183 79,29 64129 01/28 00/....... 28 
filmer.............| 1,624 88 2,085 52 3,433 36l..... .. Robe 424 9 7,568 74 3,430 21 R U SE + 4,735 21127 68194 76|. . .]...... |24 79 
Grant... o seses 582 50 1,662 20 3,906 56]....: ....... 13 69 6,164 95 3,985 39 1,023 23 20 24] o ... 5, 233 86:33 14/29 22 29 KR — |31 25 
Greenbrier. ......| 3,145 13] 3,682 91| 7,860 70} 200 00| Aen 30| 15,258 04| 8583 46| 2,207 03| 1,015 40| 155 00| 12,060 89[29 76130 25124 68|25 00,28 74 
Hampshire ......... 726 60| 2,732 28| 5,151 29)... x: 7Z51| -8,682-68| 5,463 64| ..955 10| 185 00... 6,603 75/24 83.30 62120 00]..... . [25 40 
Hancock ............-- 461 71 1,632 11 4,706 22| 250 00 27 10 7,071 15 3,148 64 1,266 09|........ ... 5,414 18134 03132 471...... +s evens] BO 9 
Hardy ........ TA 409 90 2,025 76 8,411 59]......... PE 5,853 67 3,390 05 1,178 95 256 00 100 00 4,925 00128 40/25 92/21 33 25 00 23 Se 
Harrison .............| 4,862 63| 6,437 23| 12,780-31; 400 00| 1,307 79| 25,737 96| 15,611 BU 4,560 39| 476 95|........ ... 20,649 85133 20134 38132 50| ...... 32 92 
Jackson en 242 5,101 51| - 8,551 57| 200 00| 950 34| 15,045 51| 10,080 89| 2,871 15 48 48 00| 13,048 04/31 32127 80|16 00|15 00122 78 
Jefferson.. ..........| 1,420 78| 4,459 83| 10,770 29| 200 00|...... ...... 16,850 90| — 9,280 65| — 2,037 76| 2,633 57| 632 57| 15,584 5534 98/37 78,30 85:36 25.38 72 
Kanawha.............| 2,921 23 9,618 04] 21,156 20 700 00! 1,685 44| 35,480 91| 18,696 87 6,899 22; 2,701 70 82 12! 28,379 91136 89,29 317/32 17113 50131 98 
Lewis. ..rccocsccoseee.] ` ALL 64 3,829 08 7,268 80} 200 001...............] 11,704 52 8,813 51 1,895 20 180 O0}........ ....| 10,888 71129 82128 42130 00 nenne 56 
Lincoln............| 1,774 70 2,450 48 3,114 93].............- E 7,940 11 4,856 80 1,083 OO} ` en sel ..... oe ; 5,889 80:31 53,31 383|........].... ..|31 44 
EAD. enne 4 2,131 71 23 ri oe aaoo NIMES 2,500 een ERR Se KEE EE WEE DEER WE aser GE 21 00 
pue 2,010 68} 5,718 37| 7,160 37]... ..... 15,139 45| 9,616 84| 3841 Oil else 13,457 84130 29/28 15. nl - {28 93 
Marshall... 1,809 13| 5,802 57| 5,040 72| 250 00| 830 60] 14,333 02| 8,259 33| 2,352 23!............ 90 00| 10,701 56136 22/33 13| ....... 30 00|35 43 
LE 2,799 78 7,320 29} 16,262 43 300 00 871 19| 27,553 en 15,419 19 7,491 91 477 20 15 00} 23,403 30:33 01/31 25 29 76135 00/36 68 
Mec Dowell............ PORT OR HOO ESECED 699 339 e*vovótespencaltodeectosttoacen 1,088 85, 841 60 evosesgageccesecs EE aiepsleeg eeecsersees 841 60:20 661.. eee *peseso loesotthas 20 66 
Mercer ............. m em d 2,198 05 2,841 41]....... .—... 5,068 94 3,260 43 001... seeen 3,799 93,26 30 24 11114 001..,.... 125 58 
Mineral eeben] 2,099 04| 6,515 61| 250 00| — 363 9,027 99| 4,626 00| 2,563 011 260 00| 160 68| 7,609 69|33 0030 5230 00,20 00123 07 
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i TABLE A Continued. : 
i : SE RECEIPTS FOR TEACHERS’ FUND. SALARIES OF TEACHERS. ` ' à 
5 | l ; 
‘ à EE: S i h 7 " AGGREGATE BALARIES. ` AVERAGE SALARIES. E: 
z COUNTIES. | Ze F S RB " : Ware. | CororeD] = 1 
Sy ZS E | 8 ER 5S w i: 
À: 24 à A nd 28 WHITE. COLORED. S ur B S 
H ke E & 3 H S H . Le d 3 oe E S 
, ea | f e | B8 | 88 | 3 3 |á] ze $ i 
ER xe Fa Ch ^E. >= RM Male. | Female. Male. | Female P - E [es E z a 
` Monongalia...... |$ 1,045 26$ 4,721 178 7,004 94|...... ......|$ 48$ 12,771 85$ 8,041 85/$ 3,918 ol .|$ 175 0019 11,585 84/35 28129 68 3025 o d 
Monrüe.........| 407 14| 3,314 47| 7,736 15|......—..|- 50 35| 11,508 1| 8,041 09| 956 00$ 527 94... ......, 9,525 03130 66,29 87 30 40 — "4 H 
i Morgan ... T 162 83| 1,50421| - 2992 L|... .|, . 38 97| 5,328 12, 3,004 04| 105 64| 116 0|... 3,885 67|30 56|2& 00116 50,...... 42395 2 1 071 
Nicholas.........| 356 07| 2,094 94| 1,088 oul ^ 586 66] . 4,726 31|  4,297.80| | 132 48) 16 40... . 4,446 18/21 98/20 33 Jas 8 Ps 
Ohio. ....... . ..| 1,459 58] 1,929 71| — 6,858.83... vi 127 60| 7 9,875 72| , 6,068 3,300 26] — 115 82]... e :| > 9,484 76|39 95|34 22 52 B $ 
Pendleton ...... ... 454 13| 2,405 36|. 4,960 84.........| . 8 97 7,828 70| ^ 6,888.47 LORSE 7,161 4723 70/20 Sit. ps 70 d E 
, Pleasants......... 694 55| 1,008 37 2,936 50| $150 00| ` 6782| 5,417 14| 3,040 00| 1194 59l...ese bosse cee] 45834 59 31 42/30 70 3122 m 3 
Pocahontas.....«| 177 42 1,446 16| — 9,958 09 Lee. 890. 4,985 57| 3,574 75| 1179 21| 150 004.........| 4,908 99126 42 22 88 en 2081 P 
Preston ...... ........| 3,175 17. 6,014 72| 9,751 57| 150 00. . 506 22 19,507 68| 14,402 64| 2,771 65|- eo - 20 45. 17,274 7433 03131 34 n... [32 18 P Z 
Putnam ........., 2946 79| 3,449 54| .. 5,355 26... sl . -72 45| 11,824 04| — 7,104 00| — 2,024 00| Gë, — 9,300 00,34 97/31 14 $451 o 2 
Raleigh .... .... .| 382 44| 2,263 04| ^ 2,611 Séil + 358 80| 5,966 12| 4,164 51| 647 o, El — 4,811 51] I9 18|18 45 “119 00 f 
Randolph feu ze Al 2,191 0O) 2,582 dei sl 107 75| 4,880 80| 3,680 15) 1,152 18h a «oo EI 4832 33124 9723 80 ae N ; 
: * —— Ritchie..........| 3634 43| 3,796 06 5,837 67| ....--.| 1,242 88| 14,511 (4|  765165| Aua sess] 10,391,13 25 77 26 81 2629 H 
Bonne. 582 02| . 3,699 86| 4,763 eil nl 18 00| 9,063 49| 6,907 87| 1,371 all — 15 00| 8,254 27,28 22/24 60 27 94 2 
d Summers. ann | 2.131 01| — 3,566 D8i | 55 19| _ 5,697 59| ^4,242 40| ona 252 75) 150 00| 5,620 11/23 46/24 33 24 22 4 
j - — "faylop....| 1692 6| 3,429 43| " 5,734 88... Ai 06. 10,898 02| 5,985 00|  2,778/50| .- 9 37] . 25 00|- 8,797 9235. 24131 79 13397 i 2 
e "Tucker ....... c 1,233 47| > '814 76] 1,498 03| ...— 161 60| 3,637 86. 1,844 40| 141 gi at, e| 1,985 40/21 5020 00]. Ja HB - 
: "eler inn 281 17| 3,500 57| 5,071 66(.........|. 10 30| 8,963 70| 6,510 16. 1,297 46... soo e| 7,807 62,29 40128 91 237 Z "D 
Ex Upshuür.....-| 375 18| 8,116 92) 5,579 97l.........| ` 433 75| 9,501 82| — 6,083 47) — 1,884 sg sls sss]: 7968 05127 15124 79 [2656 8 E 
EE 4,405 92} — 6,860 "0 10,766 62) — 6,828 00] 2,738 ml ml Seng ol, TC ME. W 
Webster... ene ss 794 28| 895 an, 223 41| 1,918 23| 1,065 25| 405 00|........ M 1,470 25/20 25/21 37 2081 Z E 
Wetzel 1,228 76| 4,149.49 ema tms „| 11,468 70| 6,960 00| 1,518 ml us| 75878 00/28 40126 63 28 09 t 3 
Zen un wn) 25700 67| — 1,996 86) 3,463 36| 200 00 ^ 638 50, 9,259 39| 4154 10| 1,737 57]. obe 5,891 67/35 65/31 44 34 30 G 
i Wood... 2,507 62| 7,460 46| 21,309 96]............{ 4,754 95| 36,032 99| 11,806 53| 11,275 82| 540 00| 435 00| 24,117 35/36 24137 32 36 51 : 
Wyoming sss 127 75) 1124 80) OTL BAL anes vane] 43912 — 2,09 07 2,008 16. caren eene] — 2,034 16/20 OI 19 80 t 
Wheeling.. ....| 6,211 65| 9,687 77, 36,593 80... coo ee enses] 52,465 95| — 7,280 00| 30,944 00| — 920 00| 360 00, 39,504 00175 00137 79. 42 57 Pe 
Martinsburg Jee 2,008 58) — 4,145 52, ma 3,174 17, 7,797 83| — 2,150 00 — 4.720 00| — 500 00 150 00| 7,520 00,58 75134 76. 39 57 um 
j Totals ...........1866,958 36 $195,183 75! $349,306 48 $4,250 001822,256 42] $634,361 55.8340,840 80] $147,649 07! $13,056 39| $3,108. 46! $501,704 61129 54/26 192 28 9T Pas 
Eër *No settlement. g . : M 
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LEX 


'* : EXPENDITURES 
LÁ——— —À———— HÀ 


f XM tr 


ch HA e , EO d j E . 
E "d Joe $i, ` 
ren : 8 9 e, s 
COUNTIES. n KK 8 z An OQ? D 
Y. bs 1 L aen i DH 
B 2 Sd e $3 | ‘ 
oa |. Re joga d zl: 
E 8. Ve MZ Ki t M 1 , & 3 o A a 
D E 3 g El & i=} i h q d fy 
om | Sg EU S A 5 H a 
(f. fa i^ M fa SR Fa , D 
[sms gesend ume zën EC edel ——À mt ——ÓÀ 
Barbour ene |$ 2,090 51) 2,286 581.......,.....8 ` 4,917 DIS - 80 008. £1,209 87... . 475 89 
Berkeley.....| ' 361 37| 3,024 08$ e 23] ` 8,900 68|............. 631 is 193 87| ` 5693 12 
Boone, ..4....... 218 24 1,275 24 men eegreccrnnes d. 98 48 s»ecsiesoqoeste 300 20 00 235 
Braxton pisses 197 27; 3,704 84 +75 96 ,008 07 ,0 1,141 50]............. 127 9t 
Brooke wise 512 Gi} ` 1,867 07 $8231] ` 2,761 9) 140 lnr] — 25 Oil — 275 60 
Cabell...,.i..]. 981 09] 6,993 05|. 1,986 68| ` 8,609 548 25| 2,909 03| — "75 50| 285 59 
Calhoun ;,...... 58 29 ,636 11 102 0 1,814 70] ..cccccssoreet © 408 SUL... WE KK 
Clay eee] 1,348 20 976 88 ABB 92| 2,778 40]... |, 688 OI. ERA 158 29 
Doddridge...... 923 10] 8,202 75 99 23| , 4,225 08] -17 50) — 1,666 81 20 50| . 504 82 
rat bona pars Bm DIXIT ween 1,339 829 86 1,668 72 3 5 00 874 00 ` 21 00 » 224 69 
Gi TEL rerndgsoeses 542 65 2,811 32 8 80 8,422- 11 10 00 1,557 25 TTT DIE 58 96 
Grant il 750.96] 1,098 Blaast 1,849 74] esee 250 00 Zon 6198 
Greenbrier......] 2,819 24| -4,334 64 812 85| > 7,966 78 393 00| 8,408 15] 114 35| 182 77 
Hampshire... 476 32| — 2,278 68 58| 2,765 b8]... eee 502 00 8 574 71 
Hancock..,....., Me veses Agttus 8,450 56 4Wseeesotatss as D 8,450 n HG EL SESE 1,0 7 1o "»*60t9eoton 931 14 
Hardy... ...| 608 77| 1,964 24 loi 1916 25 00 908 15 00 75 90 
Harrison .,......{ 3,653 99) 4,048 02 478 40| :8,728 41| .::15 00| 1,083 00) — 5133 807, 71 
Jackson... 251 28} 5,278 47 236 15 1765 85 10 00} 1,857 65} 10 00 506 84 
Jefferson wu...) 2,018 52} 4,406 70]......... nl 8,423 227 * 145 00] 8,096 35] 312 04| ` 808.86 
. Kanawhá.,....| 1,042 91] 8,597 38| 2,177 og 11,757 95 101 00} .2,911 54| 240 26| 2,911 96 
Lewis... eese. 617 44| . - 8,289 87], sese 8,857 31 41 00 921 12| 4900) 275 79 
Lincoln ........... 907 95| 1,729 bdh] 2,637 49 24 00 489 Q0 b 00 224 26 
Logan ALIE LLETTS 86 02 259 0 Rass ddsoserse 295 0 sstossesseo | poqecctpetónseqtt 8 00 11 8b 
nrion nn Lët 64| 6,053 12 26 74| .8,014 55) 112 25. — 1,999 20| 15000) — 611 65 
Marshall, 1,717 01| 6,885 63 +53 89| > 8,682 03 50 00 781 08 9 00) 80063 
Mason ........... 1,414 44| 9,908 03 216 70| 11,589 17 588.00] . 6,189 05| 455 95 TAL 56 
Mercer Srgtitenens TTT ED 265 27 Vevevecbtttoses 265:27 *e969e0$tava 59 41 t*99en 009b res|6o6ttosee oon 
Mineral, rneji] ` 829 D. ——ägze) ` 1,025 ER, , 10 00 278 04| — 45 00 & 12 
Manongaft, Jual . &104 85) 138 66) 3,248 1| ` 17000) 49848} 5940) — 400.58 
Monroe. aeree 59 25| ` 8,278 05 " $6| 8,997 00... eessen 84 25) 25.00) + 475 71 
Morgan an 18112| 2,998 0. sens) — 2,579 98 .98 50 462 50 12 50} ' 251 83 
MoDowell...| 1,840 81 $ 74 b3| mal Bom 760 00| 1,730 85) 50 00 71 41 
icholas,....4... 177 68} ` 1,064 71 441 27| 1,683 61]... ceri $44 50 70 00| — 110 07 
Ohi MAAN MOALA GK 3,821: 08 téséeconsptoéor 4,574 61 o*vesbpesaeses OO OT OT EU 15 00 1 755 85 
Pendleton olo] - 18983) . 1,056 gl 8000) -1,220 72| 718 50 90 00| — 1100| ; 161 60 
Pleasants,...j..| ` 250 48| ° 2,610 52 167 65| 8,028 65, — 300 00| — 1,863 80|............- 199 04 
Pocahontas,...| 241-22) 1,881 ol esee] 127122 8 70 Q0 540 R 104 45 
Preston A.) 1,094 9?| — 8,092 37| 1,439 e (ez, wae] 2,300 49/6 00] B34 24 
Putnam.,....4| 838176} 8,619.18} -126 61! ; 4,8670 4A|^ + 250 do M 4 Ol} . 1000} + 455 64 
Raleigh.,...l..| , 726 02] 1,986 00] 171 $2) 209.9 EE 1,906 621... ` 199 52 
Randolph...4...]........«|] 1,902 94 238 20| 2.141 19 30 00 801 75 1 250 32 
Bitche, 1,657 41| 5,245 54 $29 47| 7,282 42 145,00| 8,486 81| 1420) > 330 30 
Roane, joj] 6248] 73,102 10]......... el 53,788,095] 1,108 OI een 150 75 
Summers eje Ee, c2 AUTE DÀ eccesso cs mU TEE 500| 1,414.60] 57 20 61 91 
Zare, ` 452 00| 74,206 8|  . 80 44| . 4,002 02| . 49-85)  1,500,00| — 9 00| - 26206 
Tucker... 446 08 1,122 7i 224 ‘83 » 1798. 62 " 10, 50 466 00 1 00 49 35 
Tyle. sgri 831 21] 3,118 80]. enne) ` 8,460 0d [cere 640 00 22 00] 855 99 
Upshur... 854 24| 2,649 94 0 00] 3,006 58 75 946 1 suene] 2 172 76 
Wi ye iocos opener. Go08 09... ess , 4,008 03) - ze 61 09) — 1,992 00| — 48 00| 175 57 
Webster j......; | eee eene i019 20|...........] . 4,019 20] Ae] — 200 00 19 66 12 60 
Wetzel ru) 3925 5L. bäi): 302 Sr , P 425 00| — 50 00| 147 90 
Wirt. deett ,1,2 X 85 2,217 84 251 65 y 3, 07 84|..... TOLTO 150 00] |... 5 oes ! 130 80 
Wcod sesemon] 1,201 BIS 10,486 92| 7,784 35| 19,482 78 75 00 921 25| 4100) 1,048 49 
W yoming....... eessee*etgaélae = 726-75 Vszaneggetittzr Lä 725 75 .20 Q0 182 88 HL 28 80 
Wheeling........ capes Sensasge xs 8,653" 88 a» ese evessa 2,885 21 Vo eyoohorfoece | eonccsseasseserer 200 00 1,109 67 
Martinéburg LIII 264 99 x * 4,660 26 71 16 4,991 IIIIIIIITITII LIBETILIIIIII Deeedeary] bao opo see cease f 896 97 


x 1 


—— em eege gé x Coa a | enel 
Totaka.. 1.$38,492 00| $189,077 37] $18,989. 00| $328,580,14l. $3,981, 29| $51,652 19| $2,504 74| $20,672 57 
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B. : 3 i ! ' | E 
| A n 
Bupenditures of: the, Building. Fund. — ` | S 
$ 
rt a rdg or n a 
eg 
OF THE BUILDING FUND. : 
IÓ———— M M———ÀÁ A irent wg mmer i 
$ * 3 5 : d i t0 H, 2 8 y 
t * i E p 1 
H g . er $ we H 
E A m S Ze "s 
g | 3 P| d LP E E 
E g . ay É g d EY] " 
Ki . d Eg - P 2 =} E 3 + 
S iy m3 5 $ " \ 
Fa 4 jA E S | A: | sf 353 
H 5 [5 5 ‘ = 5 © : 
&R | Bm P IS g B- | B 2 E g 
—Ó—M— a EN E 
$ n 8318 $ 39 002 114 39$ 82 90$ . 69 87$ 452 04$ 254 40$ 56 85$ 135 00/8 2,081 70 
TE IREA TT on 819 74| 614159] | 119 64) ,..800.97 $3,057 65 
3 à MOM 39 d5 121 94| 298 BB seenen 95 ^ 4,069 89 
^ 644 2 00 402| | 52 85 77 25) . B27 9. een 186 27 4,012 88 * pur 
210 81 5 80 00) *'34 69 52| :273 13| | 824 00| -303 00 1771 06 ; 
22] une Har - 85 50) 294 35) 8670:75 74 25| 292 66 6,490 60 T 
15 H 18 50} 84 50 20 28)  258'96| : 29-00 225 1,201 55 . T 
16 75 PFPTTTITTETIITY KLALI 35 75 81 80 178 63 Pavopocvareoves 80 16 4,224 88 
945 75| od 17 49| 63 50| 316 85| 59005 44 48 77 8,702 61 : 
79 82 1 00L coseciss 49 00| 147 08| 444 76 45| 35109 1,817 84 
140, 55 i 751°  710| 2600|  10821| 3837 38 96 00 82 02 2.475 88 
VI^ BB scies uita DE 7 75 $2 91| 247. B0l,. messen 88 97 ' 857 77 gd 
158 89| 18 00] : 5 00 1 50| 319 54| .494 44| ' 7725 216 63 6,569 91 
323 67) 559| sol- 5950)  22295| 303 03 Son "e 4,107 04 > 
157 G2] ccessvispsesss Rae 88 28 50| 184 50| $21 95| + 166 40 50 27 2,956 96 , 
110 94]... P 85 50] 148 85| 232 63]... 81 30 1,758 20 f 
3 cl 15] Böle] 119 75) 460 59| . 799 88| 835 60| — 363 76 4,972 40 ` : 
E i 9100| 118 77  Á 87517| 11205 121 44 8,492 87 : 
| 14 87|. 302-00) 218 98| - 530 33| 164 43| 462 02 ,913 68 E^ 
524 bësse) 199 50} 223,75| — 292 20) 1,472 22|  ''718 60| 1,229 89 10,400 44 
PYTTIXEVICI ILI CEP 2 00 220 58 576 14 387 08 $oestgtvod tr ovi 2692 71 
80 00}.. 58 80 46 98} — 209 pl. sees 40 00 1,348 28 : 
ecocsotestvethip|oneotts oo LS " 00 129 76 118 25 $éoodeceb nosse 1 00 503 36 xm 
216 98| 185 00| 20 35| oan 168 99| 744 43 55) 9935 46 5,593 fib ` 
53 85} 120 00}, 253 25| . 91,50| .387 96| .,821.85| 263 76| 2,114 05 6,042 13 4 
741 20 — 17247 b 30| 186 15| Jona 850 21; 833 18|. 814,26 11,047 66 3 
eren Eeer, GE e ee Geer 13'75 420 87 » 
E [skis E 40 00 BO TG SEEMS RON e 173 91 770 05 4 
257 24) > Si 55)... S 65 00} , 282:82| 813.90] . 94 32| 20918 2,969 70 3 
150l..2me[eeeee| 72 00| 291 57| . 645 77, 485 64| 46767 2,058 86. « A 
44 TO|..eeeeeeee [eme .| 92 OO] 230 74| 657 32 31 50| 268 16 2,409 81 
EES (UN sent 46 of 682 05| 248 34| 116 50| 53510 4,298 11 41 
214 1 71 12 '93 37| — 728 ep Get 48 97 1,018 68 d 
30 00| 158 00| 485 354 925 00| 194 63| 4935 56|  49121| 375 03 8,070 68 : 
790| ` 14 75|....ess- „53 57 BG 05| — 144 63|. esses 68 23 :*810 22 4 
18 75| ' 180 50| — 17 26| "189 25 18 80} 263 92 7b 31| — 147 06 2,821 69 E 
196 83| ` 11 50... 56 80 58 73| — 309 95... 82 54 ,850 30 Si 
189 82l.........| 148 77| 116 75 H 77| %82 57} ‘205 25| ^ 145 06 4,871 72 H 
144 00j...... RM 15 00| <67 50|' 491 40| , 521 68| 293 10| 884 10 posi 42 d 
6 55} 108 on, emf — 51 50| — 116 60| — 164 50)........ Ges 73 51 ,197 40 E 
105 03 1 80 126) 4400 57 06| 269 47 72 62| 121 86 MI 17 “4 
54 Däi 283 20 8 80} 22 00 94 07) 69631} 23600} 122 19 462 S 
251 70| . 6 98 2 00) "7-00 92 25| . 118 05 15 37 62 75 2:069 90 4 
a er $66$eebt, *vusetsistv sevo 43 00 70 55 122 92 LE 63 64 2,002 18 
E 40 228 do 940 il 57 50| 297 16| 843 72) 216 90| 80220 5160 19 1 
ius sme ` BU eost 14 50 28 58) 117 7B) vaeessceee 3 50 794 68 ; 
SU Gil. sss dn 79 70} 187 10| 696 60 306 50| 88 08 2,711 79 1 
"e i4 ""1'00| bel 4725 93 27| 8:9 72| 160 94 90 92 2,285 29 » 
76 00| . 3 O0..e| 118 95! 216 06| - 471 85l..,....|.— 184 63 8,485 15 1 
DEE sosteeo e| neoseosequoppetohosósoeoa te, 35 00 16 74 82 72 2 00 618 84 967 55 M J 
238 D e a] © 48 00) — 98 00 78 29| - 678 39| 311 00| 146 61 2,361 92 a 
59 94 Dr er 80 7b| 216 10| 898 12| .175 41 28 30 1,443 6 H 
269 $6| $81 83}... o| 146 00| 665-76] 1,020 36) 819 75| 1,528 92 8,161 2 A 
MIT 22 TTT Kan 48 00 15 50 * G 26 41 466 49 P 
391 fenes | B4 86) 100 00 101 55| 2,006 78| 1,976 64| 1,100 00 9,170 94 "EE. 
285 691,............| 492 00 | 35 00}. : 189 80 | 59589 89|  '595 40! — 284 55 ,855 8 E 
$0,882 D $2,093 14 $4,082 12 39,839 04! $12,192 91] $26,69 699 65 651 $12,105 alee tre 431 $8,689 52! $180,118 70 e 
{This anjount paid-out of. School, Fund, except $91.38. g 
! 
a * thie : 4 
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Showing the Number and Value of School Houses and Other Property. a i 
: j SCHOOL HOUSES. VALUE OF SCHOOL HOUSES AND OTHER PROPERTY. ; : 
: . $ E E : CR e 
ales " e bm Ek 
i E 3 = S - E S 5 uh A 
COUNTIES 8 S B E S 2 3 sS 
2| s e | 3 3 5| § E 
i É Scl ud ee 2 $ E: kb $ - SEI x 
Erälle] B 2/2 |3| 33: H 
= 2 
alalla] < -> > z > BC É 
15| so} $ 38, $ 35 E HE EE $ $ 739,510 
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Barbour..... eie eee ER vo ego setes porse $9990029* 65 s*9»892925|]*550909222 
Bérkeley: ege gege deg cec eve teris st eo code ades 35 1i 8 
Boone ...... €— PEINE: IL42eepbieeu 
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Total. ............ ..1 2,738] 902! -3,635'89129! 112! 3,747110,938' 4,396! 15,334! 420! 1221 542! 15,876! 4.38 
——————— M MM Ó—————— MM ——— IM Y M M —— nr tN, 
*Omitted from County Superintendent’s report. 
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10,586 89 2,956 96 5,414 73 1,043 64 712 55 8,770 D. 1 43 E. 
7,824 26 1,758 20 5,325 00 210 02 891 67 5,904 85 816 92 740. 
32,578 49 4,972 40| 20,648 85 8,081 61 4,021 eil — 20,171 90 492 25| 5.45 E 
19,691 91 3,432 87| 18,048 04 1,057 46 1,935 24| ` 14,016 24 96 00) 4.94 “4 
28,043 12 5,913 68| 15,584 55 476 30 650 91| 15,072 31] 3,972 31| 7.78 3 
48,209 30] — 10,460 44| 28,879 91 2,195 88 4,795 52| 82,582 70| 3,966 25] 5.98 ~ 
15,162 43 2,692 7i| 10,888 71 900 08 676 68| 8 3 5.77 E 
10,077 60 1,848 28| + 5,889 80 1,294 21 1,626 10 5,889 80|.......... — 8.65 x 
Nee 503 36, RS- ee WE tine Secs E d 
22,740 20 5,503 56| 18,457 84 2,145 88 1,289 68 9,904. 74 200 00| 6.28 i 
20,658 70 6,042 13| 10,701 56 2,485 86 1,470 57| 2 90 00|........ > 
43,252 98| 11,647 66| 28,403 30 6,261 26 5,504 24 39,188 86 739 82| 8.15 po 
1,832 74 420 87 841 60 ss.so bbe taeacvane 27 32 6 28 dnpobannera 2.40 
6,800 96 770 05 8,799 93 184 el n ooo 3, 397 08 185 00| 8.1 , 
12,026 00 2,869 70 7,609 69 896 40 1,934 80 9,578 85 350 00| 7.00 T 
16,117 49 2,658 86 1,535 84 761 91 1436 97| 14297 A 226 00) 4.05 ' 
14,088 06 2,409 81 9,525 03 214 12 1,983 05]...... Gite erch BOO A 
10,656 89 4,298 11 3,885 67 400 32 1,144 47 4,872 Du 167 5 5.94 d 
6,410 92 1,013 68 4,446 18 615 55 672 24 5,049 10 4.85 i 
14,398 56 3,070 63 9,484' 76 1,508 98 241 81 9,627 79 e 5 10.18 3 
9,011 29 810 22 7,161 47 "226 00 483 94 8,130 57 67 28| 6.50 SES 
7,889 17 2,821 69 4,884 59 948 25 342 56 5,416 71... .. 4,06 3 
7,878 72 1,350 30 4,903 99 733 08 458 14 5,140 62 219 09| 5.98 M 
30,884 $3 4871 72| 17,294 74 4,925 77 2,080 44| ' 17,174 72 100 45| 478 SA 
16,403 46 4,081 42 9,300 0 410 78 2,440 25 9,114 75 Hos 21| 6 00 S 
7,912 96 2,197 40 4,811 61 293 44 680 61 | 8 , 
7,021 99 1,912 17 4 832 38 219 02 48 47 i 
20,769 06 5,462. 88 1,891 14 910 88 8,864 86 
11,169 96 2,069" 90 8,354 27 887 48 974 69 R 
7,082 72 9,002 18 5,620 11 344 50 349 93 ? 
15,714 79 5,160 19 8,797 92 573 73 3,169 32 : 
4,495 72 794 68 1,985 40 233 91 155 74 à 
12,491 79 2,711 79 7,807 62 458 74 888 10 : 
12,760 16 2,235 29 7,968 05 682 14 890 46 5 
13,960 32 3,485 16 9,670 Q0 csse sese cese EE bs ; 
2,852 45 967 55 1,470 25 141 92 442 60 5 
14,479 34 2,961 94 7,878 00 2,066 78 1,826 00 5 
11,619 55 1,443 6 5,891 67 1,619 49 1,998 5 a 
'50,859 77 8,161 21| 24,117 35 2,773 61} 12,972 94) 49,974 7 f À 
3,027 66 466 49 2,034 16 602 61 236 75 2,400 24 81 41| 4.00 E 
56,086 65 9,170 94| ` 39,504 00 2,793 88 8,858 66... eee eren ree DATE D 
12, 818 56 2,855 80 7,520 00 1,051 60 700 oi sepeneedeesedonneres HOLZ LAM d 
$842,818 65| $180,113 70! $501,704 61 $88,554 40], $480,414 27| $21,200 34] 5.23 4 
in Berkeley County. Së Imperfect report, gNot given. $ 
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DESCRIPTION OF INVESTED SCHOOL FUND. 


U. S. Registered Central Pacific Railroads Bonds. 


No. 2,037, dated August 2, 1866—Interest from July 10, 1865....csccssscssessssceene 1,000 00 

No. 2,038, dated August 2, 1866—Interest from July 10, 1866......ssesereseereessreee 1,000 00 

No. 2,039, dated August 2, 1866—Interest from July 10,1866... 1,000 00 

No. 2,040, dated August 2, 1866—Interest from July 10, 1866....................... 1,000 00 

No. 2,041, dated August 2, 1866—Interest from July 10, 1866................ ccce 1,000 00 

No. 2,042, dated August 2, 1866—Interest from July 10, 1866...................... oe 1,000 00 

No. 2,048, dated August 2, 1866—Interest from July 10,1868........5... vers sees, 1,000 00 

No. 2,044, dated-August 2, 1866—Interest from July 10, 1866........................ 1,000 00 S 

No. 2,045, dated August 2, 1866—Interest from July 10, 1066... . ............. 1,000 00 

No. 2,046, dated August 2, 1866—Interest from July 10, 1066 ........... seossseseees 1,000 00 

No. 2,047, dated August 2, 1866—Interest from July 10, 1866. ...... — SE Sg . 1,000 00 

No. 2,200, dated August 22, 1868—Interest from January 1, 1868. ........ SS eee cni 1,000 00 

No. 30, dated January 22, 1868—1Interest from January 1, 1868 .. ............-...... 5,000 00 b 

No. 251, dated January 22, 1868—Interest from January 1, 1868.................... 10,000 00 

No. 252, dated January 22, 1868 —Interest from January 1, 1868....................... 10,000 00 —$8 37,000 00 

U. S. Registered Union Pacific Railroad Bonds. 

No. 1,982, dated January 21, 1869—Interest from January 1, 1869..................$10,000 00 

No. 1,525, dated January 21, 1869—Interest from January 1, 1869.................... 8,000 00 

No. 235, dated March 18, 1869—Interest from February 10, 1869 ....... S assessed 10,000 00 

No. 236, dated March 13, 1869—Interest from February 10, 1869..... eessen, . 10,000 00 

N0.43,739, dated. October 27, 1873—Interest from July 1, 1873 . . een 10,000 00 

No. 3,759, dated November 7, 1873—Interest from July 1, 1878 . ........... eese, 10,000 00— $55,000 00 
: U. S. Registered 5-20 Bonds. e 

No. 492, dated January 15, 1870—Interest from January 1,1870. ........ $ 500 00 

No. 2,123, dated January 13, 1870—Interest from January 1, 1870...... SEN es, 1,000 00 

No. 2,124, dated January 13, 1870—Interest from January 1,1870. ........ .. 1,000 00 

No. 2,125, dated January 13, 1870—Interest from January 1,1870..............., 1,000 00 

No. 653, dated January 15, 1870—Interestírom January 1, 1870.......0.. . ..... 5,000 00 . 


No. 847, dated January 15, 1870—Interest from January 1, 1870...... ....... .... 10,000 00—$ 18,500 00 
Crrtificates of U. S. Stock 5-20s. 


No. 714, dated February 18, 1871—Interest from January 1, 1871......... . .$ 500 00 
No. 2,887, dated February 18, 187I—Interest from January 1,1871. ...  ... 1,000 00 
No. 2,838, dated February 18, 1871—Interest from January 1, 1871.... ...... .. .. 1.000 00 
No. 2,839, dated February 18, 1371—Interest from January 1, 1871. ............ 1,000 00 
No. 2,840, dated February 18, 187i—Interest from January 1, 1871..... sesse 1,000 00 
No. 828, dated February 18, 1871—Interest from January 1, 1871...... .. ... . on He 
,000 00 
100 00 
100 00 z 
100 00 " 
1,000 00 
5,000 00 
0,000 00 —$ 45,800 60 
970 00% 
Dated Avigust Rt; — M scenes 0,000 00 
Dated September 28, 1876, bearing interest from September 28, 1876..... ...... .... 11,000 00.—$ 62,970 00 
Dated June 13, 1877...... See Get see SEENEN E 15,541 48 
Aggregate amount invested to this date..............4.. cocscccseccsesesed sonexoseeseses $354,811 48 
x * 
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FISCAL YEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 1878. 
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BARBOUR COUNTY—Perry MARTENEY, Supt. 


I regret to say my annual report is not accurately correct from the 
fact that the secretaries failed in remitting correct reports tome; and 
I received them at such a late date, I did not return them for correc- 
tion as the law directs; but with what change I-could make from my 
own knowledge, remit the same to you as sentto me. I think the sta- 
tistical part of my report is correct, but the financial part I cannot 
vouch for, as being accurately correct. However I cannot blame sec- 
retaries much for imperfect reports, as'their salaries are so meager 
that they will not give the attention and time that the office demands. 

‘I feel safe in saying that during the past year, the school work of 
Barbour county has been well done, and that considerable progress has 
been made, but there is still great room for improvement. Many mere 
boys and girls (especially in attainments) are inspired with the idea that 
their mission is to teach, and they enjoy a cheerful confidence in their 
ability to draw water from a dry cistern. Good teachers arethe great 
want of our common school machinery. 

I would welcome almost any plan adopted by our Legislature, 
affording a fair prospect for their improvement. 

On my annual visits last winter, I found too much “ popular teach- 


ing" (telling the pupils just what to do to obtain a given result) ` 


instead of instructions that will set the whole reasoning powers of 
the pupils at work. The latter is all that a teacher should do under 
the head of oral instruction. Under such a system we may not get 
showy results in our schools on examinations, but we will. have laid: 
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the foundation for a better and more exalted manhood—such a posi- 
tion as God intended man should occupy. But notwithstanding our 
many inefficient teachers, we have some who are earnest, faithful and _ 
efficient, the effect of whose labor can be seen in the improvement of our 
schools. Se 

In some districts there is very little encouragement for the better 


teachers to seek employment. Some Boards of Education continue to 


hire No. 3 and No. 4 teachers, and pay them almost as much as No. 1 
and No. 2, only one and two dollars difference on the grade of certifi- 
cate. I hope they will remedy this in another school year. 

The examiners of this county continue to raise the standard of ex- 
aminations, and ere long I think Barbour will havethorough teachers 
throughout the entire county. 

We are deeply impressed with the fact that many of our teachers 
are sadly deficient in general information. Their thoughts'seem to be 
limited to the very rudiments of the primary branches which they are 
required to teach, while the great field of general knowledge is to 
them an unexplored country, a trackless region which they have no 
desire to investigate or to travel. A-higher, a broader, a better and a 
more thorough culture is demanded, and I am confident that soon our 
teachers will reach the desired standard if they teach. Teachers 
ought to know much more than the law requires, or they are expected 


. to teach ; and it is a sad commentary on our educational “status,” that 


of many things with which every intelligent person shouldbe famil- 
iar. many of our teachers have only vague and indefiaite ideas. Iam 
glad to say that the regular attendance the oast year was better than 
any previous year.. We.have 4,152 youths in the county, 3,142 at- 
tended school. The average attendance was 2,004, but notas great as it 
should have been by.far. The body will not grow and be healthy if 
food is not taken regularly. Itis not conducive to health to fast for a- 
week and then load the stomach. Itis not in accordance with physio- 
logical law to exercise the muscles violently for a stated time and, 
then cease all exercise for the same or greater length of time. So it, 
is with the mind; mental food and exercise must be taken regularly, 
and in proper quantities, and of proper kind, if the mind is properly. 
developed. The pupil who is absent but for one day, finds when he. 
comes ‘to recitation, that he has lost something, the want of which. 
will impede his progress. If he is absent for a week, he finds on' hia 
return a large amount of hard work to be accomplished before he can , 
regain his standing in his class. Many, on account of unnecessary, 
absence, become discouraged, lose all interest in their studies in the, 
school, cease to make any effort to improve, and often are the cause of 


. disorder and disaffection when otherwise there would have been har: 


mony. I trust the attendance the coming school year will be much. 
greater than previously, 1 shall use every effort to secure it. 

‘Our Institute last December and January was a grand success; 
seventy-three teachers. were enrolled; average attendance for the 
eight days was seventy. The following distinguished scholars were 
with us during the session : Prof. J. R. Thompson, of West Virginia 
University ; Prof. W. Coldgrove, of West Virginia College; Geo. W. 
Atkinson, of Wheeling; J, W Price,of Beverly, and A. F. Wilmoth, 


County Superintendent of Randolph county. I.am sure man of. 
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each 


We bad three eolored:sehoal& this year; I-visited each and' found 
them progressing well. ; 

. I-have adopted the grading system; which I'expect'to put into opor- 
ation next year. -I am en far. favorably impressed with it. I have 
thé names of about diié hundrad pupils, who expect io complete the 
primary branches the coming year. There as been "great advance- 
ment in.some of .our districts, particularly. those that.secured No. 1 
and No.2 certificates. “I havé'noticed the contrast for the"last ‘three 
years, and am: convinced, as-well-as'the publie, that we-neéd more No. 
1 teachers arid Iéss of the other grades. ` as teu 

There were three graded schools taught in the county the past year: 
one at Philippi, by J. S. Cornwell; oné at Hopewell, by D: W. Shaw; 
and one at Meadowville by myself. A number of teachers were pres- 

. ent at each of'these schools, and made rapid progress. A few also 


have been attending the State Normal Schools, at Glenville ‘and: 


Fairmont; also some were attending the West Virginia College 
and, West' Virginia University. - : 
‘I think our teachers will compare favorably with the teachers of 
"adjacent counties, and as our examinations are becoming more rigid, 
ere long we will have none but first-class teachers. Believing I have 
said my say, in conclusion I must return my thanks to the people for 
their kindness, encouragement and aid in trying to advance the cause 
of education in Barbour, hoping that we all, ultimately, may reap a 
rich reward. ° 
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TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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Miss L M Keyser ........ BG H E LEE EEN e 1 

Miss Nora Moore . sees eS es s ^ 1|E A Strader....... weve Bi aedes s waned 8 

Miss Willa CEET UW, LEE ases: d 

Miss Mollie Board .. . — ess cse ere ane STE D Gall eessen casccnanee oo o caen > 2 

Miss Mattie V Teter. s see esee s scs sss» — BIE H Campton, a... a cese cens L 
, Miss Iabbie A Wolf. 00. sss. sss ee 2]J M Compton... e sess eese À 

Miss Sathe Phillips |... ee sse s wn 2IL M La Follétie . s suu. sn seg. Au | 

Miss Mattie Teter.. sue es v Nee sie à e le WH i283 Sele .9 

Miss Katie Goodman ... .. . 31S M Godwin 2 

Miss Lueelia Douglass ... . ,.. .. DW 

Miss Bertie Cole (colored) ... 1). F Right. 

Miss Nancy Sipes n.. .. .9JJR 

Miss Tebe D Harris , paa elt eege oed d ME 

Miss Mollie A Mayo ..eeeH HM S SI Bobect W. Tapp.. 

M Bod De Ge date Secateurs - I ipsas P 

iss Raanna Pepper ....... e E —— 2 r 
Miss SM Nenlon Sage Gees EE A Bi 
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Miss Lanna Rightinno PTT Arenergsn besoss bocosenese o coe 3 € Ww. Miller.. IMP *oecto có oes. DIDIT 3 
Miss Mollie E. Sou. AE AE eer l|Isaae N. Newman, ee Sacavaieions 3 
Mrs D RTI EA EL Wake Mee TE OP dee ede cosa 
Mrs C.V Coonts. . sestenesecesscencerreseossersenves + 210 W Poling... E EENS eh 
JS Cromwell... .. e RUNS deve sees a. [Stewart Wilmoth... Wees E EN 1 
Lewis W. Talbott.. ene a epesosseeeseens o» DIJohn L Leonard... .. SCENE GENEE shear sel 
A C McDaniel, KEE EU D. dden .. ACCU ERES 2 
C M. Cromeell. e DH es 5» IJR R Rohr ....... S BA eere MEE OD: EE , 3 
L L Banon. LETTELELIZIZI IITITTITI [IIEXIII TETTI $*99*94999 gone 1 R J Dunhamn,.....« HTC DILL wae edesvoesedoavere 2 
J W Shank.,.............- EECH Seege oe HJ G Digan, a.u ecce iescespe ien dcseasaavecooses woe 4 
- 1,2 Maddon Seet aSE Ce Sees sU rie EE [dA Eilarü v iseaiseeescsc coterecesesieséc vedo DM 
EN . ijJohn W Freeman Pehseesqeqet. eenegen Seege i) 
ternal Ce: (colored). ve 4|J G Stalnaker ...cicccossssesevseeseress itus PS .1 
LC Bennett Hom . 4|J E Hartman.,......... ...... TA 
John F Hunt .. MAMAS ETE" 1 
T B Durrette . .. 11A J Hartman... .. .... eed 
J M Curkendall. LUC W Reger. ..... ies sos ros i ROSE 3 
John F Durkin.. .. 2]F M Talbott . ... . ee 2 
J G Sinclar ..... . 3}WmR Bennett. er 2: 
RJ Proudfoob...eeeseesee sese eran boosn avais van geed 4|Geo W RA MEE 42 
F A Pohng .... .. . 4|J L Malcomb... NE! 
SL Poling . $e .. 3fd M Burgers. ... a 
Wm H McDanie 3| Wm U Showalter 8 
S S Talbott .. 2|Abner Hanes, ... o È 
Jno Hathaway... S e ssa 2. 1|J E Newlon .... . . 1 
W K Bowers... e i. LIGNE MOOFO. sins. ssaieseccccses Sea ge A 05.00%. lesari wi Dao 
Lewis W Robinsons ssis PAE PESER CAD RR EE E 
SS Zinn... TE Beeeeeg ve er HSITGUT CR TEEN 1 
B Baker... eee ese eseceo seeeee es ve Steg ee ee . 13iM dee DEER EC 
Geo W Baughman.... —— Á— . 2|J R Mathers... Sivaabdedecvgeses sassas: o ee E 
O W Cox ..... ennen —— P— € EE .1 Miss Kate Wooda MEAE TUR TAURI ORE 2 
WS date Sege EE Meester ad 
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BERKELEY COUNTY. —H. S. TABLER, Supt. 


In submitting this annoa report, I offer as an apology for any 
"weeming lack of knowledge in the school ‘affairs of the county, the 
tact that I have but recently been ealled to the duties of County 


Superintendent. 


From circumstances beyond ‘my control I have- 


been prevented from visiting quite all the schools; yet from diligent 
inquiry find them in a flourishing condition. 

The system is gaining in favor, which has contributed in a great 
measure to the employment of teachefs raised within the county. - 
The teachers labored faithfully, and as an acknowledgment quite all 
of them are employed to continue their schools another term. Rigid 


examinations are proving beneficial. 


ping outof the profession for lack of employment. 


Incompetent teachers are drop- : 
Most of the dis- 


tricts are refusing lower grades of certificates than No, 2. Teachers 
and patrons hail with pleasure the raising of the standard for normal 


diplomas. 


They have caused a good deal of dissatisfaction. - 


Gerrardstown treated a portion of two sub-districts not conveniently 


provided for to a new school house. 


In Opequon a worthless log house was substituted with a fine sub- 


stantial brick. 


Compulsory institute attendance promises to work well. 


The 


deceased Superintendent appointed district institutes for the year. 


These were of great benefit to most teachers, 


Yetthe small number 


of teachers assigned to each with one-day meetings caused their use- 
fulness to fall below the intent of the law. 

We should like more specific legislation in sec. 30 of the school law, 
with reference to the disposition of the remaining two days RE 
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the schools run fora longer term than four months, as they do in most 
districts. œ i 
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Griffith, Anna E......ccsscccces eee eec. 1| Williamson, Susan 8... esee TERM 2 
Vogel, Geo B... ... e eese sa KAN el Sl Royer, HE ` ageseent e eecasxovsabac See uc 
Johnson. Mrs-Dr.. ... seo csse enne, L[ Reed, Henry (colored)... ve eee D 
Dodd; Samuel VE DT Davis; J B, ..eeeeereeee rrt d Eege eege ee CR 
Evans, J. W. D... rs eeesen eege SESCH a wn 2| Mohler, Ruby S... eese EE 3 
Vanmeter, Mary A.. essesessesssoecssesesonossecsoes one 2) Walsh; Mee LA ege Rn sete othe m are orr 2 
Wayble, Cyrus H oi... esse ses oe ese ee». . L/Young, A B (colored) ... a eebe op ee È 
Albright Moses G......... osso eere —À l|Green, George, (colored) esenee see okee rte une È 
Sheffer Jennie ... u.e o sese « Z'ëesëerg ate i|Roberts, B H (colored)........ sesse ees E: 
Harley Laura V.......... EE EE . 1[Lee, David, (colored)... .. se eee case eee 4 
Pitzer Wm A. se oso EEN L{Swartz, Wm (colored) 1... ........ Nesen ee S 
Miller, Amos H... esee on ether Hes ener 2| Mosby, Nicholas, (colored).,............. s .. . gees d 
McKown, John F .. asss sees aEEN A soso veseve . 2|Johnson, Sallie E (colored)............ EE 4 
Griffith, D Smith baken o eeess eee 2I Taylor, Kate O (colored), ... «eee l2 
Noss, CH ou... cccsvcsscesences terne ees ens o 2| Ww 00d, Nathaniel (Colored)... ... sss : 


Fraval, EM... — seerne o KENE sosse rmn o sese L]CAarter, Henry (colored).. .. eese 


McKune, Jenni»... ees EEN een liTabler, G. W. M. een eere EH 2 
Dodd, David H .. . 2| Frye Eugene...... —— EE 
Harbaugh, M K.. . 2jKearney, Mrs A P... .2 
Butts, H S... .. . 2|Newkirk, Sallie. . ... 2 
Barnett, Georgie E. .2|Mille, J P K.. S9 
Eversole, Wm. . .. .. 2|Hesse, Wm ............ 4 
Pauling John T... il|Johnson, LL 2 
Newcomer, Georg 4|Ryon, R H 

McKown, Mary Ann. 3|Rhodes, SC ‘ 

Miller, Ida V .... ...... S|Stump, H V. .... Bereet Se 
Vanmeter, George W 3|Robinson, James ........... oe . Jr ——M— € 8 
Morgan, Josephine.. . . BiKettering, John T... ee were eeeeeeg ene eeeeeee suen D 
Hockuan, Isaac M. . .9|Myres, James W os. reese ren ebacpessavecdetecev in m 
Kerley, Ella D .... ... 3/Garrett, R C ........ SEENEN SES Ee 
Cooper. Charles W.. woe 9|Grasham, A M.........— oee o nee 1 
Downs, J. A e ue. .e e « S|Evans, Henry € es ouem 2 
Fisher, W. P (colored) .. A|Triplett, J Hos... eese eere , 

shepherd, Champ... ., 1 Hall, I N......... ..... 

Foltz, C. W.. ..... BEC .. 2| Muller, Charles... . 

House, J E. . E e 2|Rinker, Belle.. 

Butts; M, RK eegen Seen cort o EN teen as 2 


BOONE COUNTY.—Joun Morris, Sup’t. 


Herewith you have my report of schools for Boone county, for the 


year ending August 31, 1878. The reports of the district secretaries . 


were so defective, that I had to goto see several of them to have 
them explained, and in most cases I had, before I could make my 
county report, io work up the district reports. 

The schools, everything considered, have done well I think. One 
trustee would work better in this-county than three. 

The Teachers’ Institute has improved the teachers, while the law 
is unpopular both with the teachers and people. 

The Institutes have to be held at times and places that make it 
inconvenient and expensive for the teachers to attend, and the 
teachers say they would prefer teaching twenty-two days in the 
:school-room. 

The people say it is hard enough to raise money to. pay taxes to 
educate their children, and do not like the idea of paying anything 
to help educate the teachers. 

The commission question between the Boards of Education and our 
ex-sheriff, M. J. Hopkins, will be tried at our Spring Circuit Court, 
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i BRAXTON COUNTY.—TuApprus G. CurLIP, Supt. 


I submit my annual report with the often repeated, though just 
' complaint of County Superintendents, as to the incompleteness of the 
district reports, which makes it impossible for me' to compile mine 
void of imperfections. . 

The reports of the secretaries to this office are nearly complete, ex- 
cept the report of the District of Kanawha—this is nearly correct. 
: Much interest was manifested by the various boards in controlling the 
district affairs, financially. To attend to their duties as they should re- 
quires much time, and I recommend that the school Jaw be so amend- 
ed as to allow the members of the board ‘a liberal compensation for 
` their services, and more interest will be taken—reports more correct, 

and their duties faithfully discharged. To dispense with the services 

of these officers is inconsistent. The harmonious working of the sys- . 
qos tem is dependent upon them; therefore, they should be paid. To have 
; the duties of their office faithfully periormed, a remuneration com- 
mensurate with the labor should be allowed. 

I visited every school in the county. but one, and found'them sup- 
plied with teachers, generally efficient, doing allin their power to 
promote the standard of education, The amendmént to the school 
law requiring thirty-five per cent attendance, awoke the teachers and 


* 


a friends of education generally, from their lethargy, and every effort 
2 was made to secure the proper attendance. ` 


The compulsory system of education has 'been agitated, but the 
county is too sparsely populated for this tyrannical system The 
advocates claim that many parents, whose means are sufficient to 
furnish their children with books and other necessaries. and yet they 
exercise no desire to supply their wants or send them to school. 

‘I exercised every precaution to prevent the farther use of books 
which were not authorized by law. 
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The propriety of Teachers: Institutes is, by some, questioned. Not- 
withstanding all this, they are, if properly managed, one of the para- 
mount features of this wise and good gystem, the object being to bring 
about a uniformity in the art of teaching, and mutually furnish coach 
other with the result of their experience, and discuss and present the. 
best modes of teaching. ~ 

Tbe antagonistie disposition previously existing against the com- 
mon school system is rapidly wearing away, as the change for good is 
seen and acknowledged. ít is a fact that where a community en- 


courages education, the people are virtuous and prosperous. 


. Before I close, I must express my thanks to the citizens of Braxton — 
for the hospitality they have shown me while visiting the schools 
I feel proud of the successful working of the sys- 
tem, and believe the time is approaching when all will send their 
children to school, and lay the cumpulsory idea in the dust of fiction 


under my.charge. 


to be remembered only as afolly of the past. 


May the great scholas- 


tic work go on ever increasing till West Virginia shall occupy a prom- 
inent position among the proud educated States of this glorious re- 


public. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, 
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g. i FREE SCHOOLS. ' i m i 
` BROOKE COUNTY.—Gzonexz A. BAXTER, Sup't. 


ln transmitting to you this, my first annual report, for the-Free 
Schools of Brooke county, for the school year ending 1877-8, Tam glad 
to be able to say that the past year has been one of steady progress and 
general prosperity in our schools, The Boards of Education, trustees, 
teachersand the people generally, have manifested a deep interest in the 
cause of education, and have made praiseworthy efforts to promote the 
efficiency and usefulness of the schools. It is an encouraging fact, 
that though “hard-times” have caused retrenchment in almost every 
branch of business, yet thee progress of education has been satisfac- 
tory to all. 

One new school house has been contracted for in Crosscreek Dis- 
trict, and will be completed by the first Monday in October. Several 
` houses have been reseated with new and improved iron frame desks, 
a SS other necessary improvements and repairs have been 
added. 

I visited every schoolat least twice during tho session, and was 
well pleased with the good order, neatness, prompt and cheerful 
obedience, hard study and excellent scholarship manifested in almost 
every case. 

On my first visit I spent à day at each school, and did all in my 
power to make my visit both profitable and pleasant to teacher and 
pupils, this was as soon as possible after the school term began. 
Towards the close of the session; I made a second visit, spending 
half a day with each school, and was very much gratified to find so 
great advancement in every respect. I was often accompanied by 
one or more trustecs or patrons, and was everywhere met by warm 
. and true hearted friends of education, who gave me a cordial wel- 
come, and many words of cheer. To the officers, teachers, pupils 
and citizens of the county, for their generous hospitality, I am under 
many obligations. i g 

Our county Teachers’ Institute was well attended ; three-fourths of 
the teachers wore pfesent eight days. A foar days’ session was held in ` 
Wellsburg, beginning January, 2, at which Prof. Loos, of Bethany, 
W. Va; Prof Andrews, of Steubenville, Ohio; and Prof. Hervey, of 
Wheeling, W. Va., were the principal instructors. The instructions 
were practical, and tho lectures forcible and entertaining. The 
teachers-all took a lively interest in these meetings; and I am cer- 
tain that much good.has been conferred on our schools through this 
instrumentality, especially in regard to uniformity in methods of 
instruction. 

One-day Institutes were held at different school houses through the 
county and were attended by large numbers of the citizens, who 
were favorably impressed with the work going on, and speaking for 
all interested, we trust the late act of our Legislature, relating to In- 
stitutes and teachers attendance upon the same, will add much to their 
See and result in great good to the cause of edueation in the 

tate. 

It is a drawback on our school system that the law requires so much 
of our Boards of Education, and provides no recompense. Our 
officers should be paid -for evory day thoy spend in attending to their 


e 
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duties, and thie: pay of the secretary. ofthe: board is:.altogether ‘too 
aeager. Not-until this evil is rectified can we hope-tosget the right 
men in the right places, and have the work more faithfully attended 


D é 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFOATES. 


L B E i James E Baxter. saroe beoegecoes vocghenescoaee éacepee repocatocove 1 
Miss H E Woestell.............. eere V xese s qe soak 1|J S Campbell............. 5.55. $2 97e 7 t eu eee tr ana rop 2 
IW Clemens...........-. e eese ——— HERCHEN TTT esM d 
psum 2|Miss Lena Gibson..............-- e 1 


Miss Trecia Hanlin.. 
Samuel McGlumphy... 


CABELL 'COUNTY.—D. L. Dunoan, ‘Sup’t. 


. In submitting my third annual report, I take pleasure in stating 
‘that fhe general condition of the school interest of our «county Jas 
been gradually, but continually improving. ; 

‘Notwithstanding the financial pressure through which we:are pass- 
‘ing, our: noble and generous people have always voted for the levies ; 
‘andin:several of our districts, they have voluntarily extended the 
time of the schools, so that ‘the average of our school iterm has been 
between five and six months. 

The qualifications of our teachers are, year by year, improving, `. 
and the result is better management, and better methods of teaching , , 
in our schools. 

` Our.school. officers have generally shown a disposition eo serve the 

eople faithfully, and have succeeded in greatly improving the school 
houses and school facilities of the county. 

: The Independent District.of Huntington has recently built a neat 
and comfortable school house,on-thé.MoCoy'road, neat the city, This 
gives the young and flourishing city of Huntington eight schools. 

‘Inthe town .of Guyandotte, the. Board of Education ‘will soon 
chavecompleted an:excellent brick ‘building, ) well located, well een: 
structed, and well arranged in:all its appliances. 

The Board of Education of Grant District has erected a suitable 
framé building; in the town of Milton, :and :established :a district 
graded school. : 

AB I hadsthe honor of teaching in this school, it does not become- 
me to speak of its success, buf I hope to see the day when-the schools 

iwthe city of :Huntingten, and Ehe towns of.Guyandotte, Barbours- 

.ville:and;Milton, shall all-be regularly and strictly graded. Without 

undettaking to discuss the comparativemdvantagestof «graded schools, 

I may be allowed to express :the apinien that ithe idea iof promotion 
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is the strongest, and most healthful incentive that can be held out to 
the mind of a child, and that schools of this character furnish the 
means of somewhat higher education at home. : 

But, the most gratifying and encouraging item, that I have to re- 
ort,is the marked improvement in the interest felt and manifested 
y our citizens generally, in the matter of educating the rising gen- 

eration. This I regard the most hopeful indication; for no amount 
of legislation, nor of school facilities, can ever educate a people, un- 
less they themselves can be made willing to receive it. 


The amendments to the school law, made at the last session of the 


Legislature were in thé'main, wiseand salutary ; but, in my humble 
opinion, other changes need to be made. I would very modeatly and 
humbly suggest a few of the difficulties that I think might be easily 
‘remedied. 

Let The financial accounts are generally incorrectly kept, and 
incorrrectly reported. Ido notthink that this can ever be effectually 
remedied, until the aecount of a whole county shall be kept on one set 
of books, This might be accomplished by making the County Super- 
intendent the county secretary, and having the district secretaries 
report to him monthly, in detail. 

2d. I must renew my former suggestion, that the Legislature 
should make contracts with publishers for the text books, that are 
required to be used in the free schools of this State, at a specified 


price for each book ; and it should be unlawful for any merchant or 


other person to receive, or require from any pupil of any free school 
of this State, more than the State contract price for any such book. 
This could be done without expense, and would save to the hard- 
working, poor people of our State, thousands of dollars annually. The 
publishing of the text books for a State is a “big thing,” and the 
State is “good pay." The publishers could afford to deliver the books, 
or keep them on deposit, at convenient points throughout the State, 
at less prices than they charge the merchants-at wholesale, and the 
agents could furnish them to the people at about one-halt of what they 
have horetofore been paying. 

3d. The neglect, or refusal on the part of parents and guardians to 
send their children and wards to school is probably the greatest of 
all the hindrances to the progress of free school education in the 
State; and calls more imperatively, and more urgently upon the 
talent, the wisdom, and the skill of our legislators, than any other 
subject connected with our schools. 

4th. The school year should begin about the Ist of June, so that the 
levies could be laid more intelligently, and the assessor might extend 
enn his books, prior to the time for delivering them to the 
sheriff. 

5th. Outgoing school officers should be required to make the re- 
ports pertaining to their times of service. 

6th County Superintendents should be required to spend their 
whole time in official work. 


. Tth. Members of the Board of Education should be allowed a rea-_ 


sonable per diem compensation for their services—say $1.50 per day, 
-for the time spent in actual attendance upon meetings of the Board, 
not to exceed twelve days in any one year, i 
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, 8th. The enumeration of youth should be taken and verified by 
ihe trustees. 
9th. The County Board of Examiners should not be allowed to 
grant certificates inferior to grade No. 3. "a 
10th. The school law should be re-arranged, condensed and made 
so that it could be easily understood. 
TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, 
e LI 
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CALHOUN COUNTY.—F. M. FERRELL, Supt. 
E i 


Thereby submit to you the annual report of the County Superin- 
tendent of Free Schools of Calhoun county, for the school year end- 
ing with the 31st of August, 1878. " 

During the school year of 1877-8, the schools were generally 
taught to the satisfaction of patrons of the respective schools. There 
was a four-month school in most of the school districts. Some had 
more, and some less, thatis in one term. The whole cost of running 
the schools, there being 1,732 pupils, was $5,014.22, and the average cost 
per pupil was $2.31 ; average cost per pupil of all attending school, 
$4.00 ; average cost per pupil based on daily attendance, $5.70; whole 
number of months taught during the year, 150; average cost per month 
of running thesehools of Calhoun, $33.41 ; the aggregate value of all 
school property, $10,297.00, which is much below the first cost of the 
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sehoal property of the county. There were thirty-six school districté in 
the county at the beginning of the school year. During theschool year, . 
the Board of Education of Lee.district, created twomnew districts and 
the Board of Education of Sheridan, one, yet many . of tha: districts. 
(school) have only thirty-five or forty pupils, which makes it very 
hard for the tax-payers to run a four months sehool in each , school. 
district. Itis a great disadvantage to the successful working of the 
system, in the sparsely populated counties. especially, to have too 
many school districts, that is districts with only thirty-five or forty. 
upils. The teachers complain that wages are too low, and the Deg: 
ple, that taxes are too high; yet the people do all in their power to. 
support a four months school in each school district. I think itf, 
would be a happy amendment to the school law, especially to the. 
thinly settled counties, if it it was so amended that there could, under. 
no circumstances, be a school district. formed with less than fifty. 
youths between the ages of six and twenty-one years, without tha. 
assent of the voters in the district in which the school district ig- 
sought to be created, and to be approved by the County Superintend-. 
ent; the creation of the school district not to affect the school hee 
already created, that is not to reduce the number of youthsin school: 


The financial condition of the five distriets in the county is very. 
fair as to the Teachers’ Fund. They are each clear of debt, and 
Washington, Lee and Centre report a balance from last. year. In. 
Washington the Board of Education was able to lower the rate of: 
taxation for Teachers’ Fund from fifty cents on the $100 valuation to. 
forty cents ; and for Building Fund from forty to-thirty cents on the 
$100 valuation. In Centre the Board of Education was able to reduce. 
the rate of taxation for school purposes from fifty cents on the .$100;. 
valuation to forty-five cents. Lee and Sheridan have so burthened. 
themselves with so great a number of school districts in proportion to. 
their wealth that they will not be able to make any reduction of taxes 
either on School or Building Fund. 

The schools of the county are making steady progress, I visited, 
each school in the county, remaining with many a day,and others not; 
more than two hours. I conducted the- Teachers! Institutes myself. 
I held three in the county, aggregating thirteen days. 

The per cent. of those; attending school was seventy-two of the 
whole number of youths entitled to attend school. The per cent, of 
daily attendance was fifty of the whole number. of youths -in, the 
county entitled to attend school. 
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CLAY COUNTY.—Jouw Kanns, Sup't. 


The thing most to be regretted, that I see in regard to the free. 
schools, isa disposition not to profit by the many advantages offered : 
by the.schoo] law’; although I don't doubt that a change in the school 
law. in‘ some instances would be better, I believe that a stricter ad- 
herenge to the law as it is, would be far better than any change. 

The school law in regard to Teachers’ Institutes will also do very- 
well as it is, if it be properly carried through. E believe it can be’ 


H 


, made & success, and a great benefit. 


TEACHERS, AND GRADES OF THEIR-CERTIFICATES, 
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I herewith transmit my annual report for the scholastic year end- 
ing August 31,1878: The part:thereof:pertaining.to-finance is not 
altogether reliable, as I could not, after urgent effort and long delay, 
get correct financial reports from the secretaries of the Boards- of 
Education. 

Our schools are slowly growing in beauty and strength; but the. 
repeated reduction of teachers’ salaries, especially for the higher 
grades, has a tendency to withdraw from them the nurture and stim-. 
ulant nécessary to a healthy growth; and if this ‘reduction is pro- 
tracted from year to year, a8 in the past, the scholastic fruit that other- 
wise..would have matured and. ripened, will knarl, take the “dry rot" 
and fall to the ground unnutritious, The people do not recognize the. 
Det, that in order to have first-class schools, first-class talent must be 
employed; and that to, keep first-class talent in the school room. 
teaching must be made as jucrative.as the other professions. - 


DODDRIDGE COUNTY.—J. V. Drum, Supt. i 


P 
pK d. P d 
aec 


^ 


* 


ra^ € nm ow. ML ee AE 


EN x 
P 


e 


d 
uk um a 


a wy 


3 


- 
A 


x H 
SÉ 


ra Cape Ach 


A- Bt 


4 ^ Ca 


wr 


> 
in etm A 


D 
- 


14 E FREE SQHOOLS. 


A high school has been established according to law in Central Dis- 
trict. A fine frame building suitable therefor, has been erected, and 
a successful school of about six months, has been taught therein 
since its completion. PASO CE T 
.- The school law, if I may be permitted to speak in regard to it now, 
does not carry out the principle upon which the Free School system is 
based. Our system of Free Schools is based, as I understand it, upon 
the broad and philanthrophie principle that the wealth of the State 
Should. educate the youths of the State. But this principle is not carried. 


out under the present system of local levies. It is only partially so, ' 


and that is so far as the State tax of ten cents on the $100 valuation 


‘for general school purposes, goes. In some of the poorer counties of: 


the State, the Free Schools become oppressive, and tend to demoralize 
the system. It is often the casein such counties that the local levy 
has to be laid to the extent of the law (fifty cents) in order to run the 
schools four months in the year, and drain the State School Fund, 
while in the wealthier counties the local levy is but a pittance. Is 
this an equalization of taxation? Is this the wealth of the State 
educating the youths of the State? I should think not, and were the 
people of the State to rise en masse and answer, that answer would be 
in the negative. We now plainly see that only one corner of the 
building we are erecting, rests upon the true foundation. " 
The State School Fund should be increased until it is sufficient to 
run the schools of the State not less than four months in the year, 


independent of local levies ; and then at the discretion of the voters ' 


of each school district, a local levy not to exceed twenty cents, might 
be permitted for the purpose of carrying the schools on longer, if 80 
desired. This would be carrying out nearer the grand principle 
upon which the school system is based. This can be accomplished by 
levying a State tax of from twenty to twenty-five cents on the $100 
valuation, which can be regulated from year to year by the “ Board 
of the School Fund." I hope our Legislature the coming session, 
will consider this subject in its true light, and act accordingly. With 
a heart-felt desire to see our system of public instruction placed upon 
its true foundation, and ahope that our schools may become more, 
and more prosperous, I submit this report. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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S ` TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES— Continued. 
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*Teachers from another State. 
FAYETTE COUNTY.—D. B. Hastey, Supt. 


In my experience with the Free Schools of West Virginia, I have 
found that the chief difficulty attending the successtul working of the 
Free School system, is incompetent Boards of Education. They are 
too often selected not for their qualification but from the fact that 
they are willing to serve, while no one else will; and they are too 
often induced to accept the office from the fact that there are men in 
every vicinity who are flattered by the thought of being elected to 
an office whether it be one of profit or not; and thus men of this 
class are elected to this résponsible position who after their induction 
into office become like Paul’s heathen, “a law unto themselves,” and 
the schools of their district suffer thereby; while in many cases men 
are elected who are good and honest men, and who conscientiously 
strive te perform the duties of their office, but who from want of edu- 
cation and the necessary business qualifications are wholly unable to 
perform their duties intelligently. The reason why school districts 
are 80 often behindhand in their financial affairs, is that there is no 
member of the board who can make the necessary calculations to 
keep the affairs of the district in a sound condition. As aremedy for 
this evil I would recommend that members of the Board of Education 
be appointed either by the State Superintendent of Schools or by the 
Governor, and that the county courts be required to recommend suit- 
able persons for such appointments; that they be allowed such com- 
pensation for their time and labor as will not make it burdensome 
either to themselves or the tax payers of their district, and to meet 
this extra expense, I would recommend the abolition of the office of 
County Superintendent, and the fund that is now used in paying 

_ their salary, would in my opinion, amply pay competent men, and 
men of education, for their services as members of the Board of 
Education. A President of the Board of Examiners whose duty it 
should be to make the necessary reports, and receive and distribute 
blanks would in my opinion accomplish as much good as is now ac- 
complished by the system of County Superintendents; and the salaries 
now paid to the County Superintendents, would I think pay both the 
Boards of Education and the President of the Board of Examiners, -I 
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have arrived'at this ‘contlision ‘after having served ohe year as County 
-Superintendent of Free Schools, and I think amoments reflection will 
: convince most men who have observed the working of our FreeSehkoe! 
- System, that my conclusion is correct, at least'as far as the abolition of 
- the office of County Superintendent is concerned. ‘They are required to 
r visit each school at least once during the session, and I believe it is 
‘not customary for them to make their visits more frequently than ‘the 
-law requires, even if they come up to the requirements of law. 

. The duration of these visits is from a few minutes ‘to’ a half day, 
> during which their eustom as I have observed it, is to ask a few «ues- 

tions witha view to puzzling the ‘school, which usually are not 


" answered even if the ‘same questions would have been ‘answered 


‘if asked by tho teacher, and this is quite natural from ithe: fact 
that ‘scholars ‘are’ usually taught to look ‘out for the: County 
‘Superintendent and to expect a mental castigation when he comes, 
and lam sorry to say they are frequently not disappointed on his 
arrival The ‘only other thing which I can see that they are 
empowered to do is togive the teachers advice which must be done 
: Privately: and as they do not wish'to tall thé’ teacher: from his school 
‘for this purpose-it is most frequently not‘doné at all, even if thought 
“to be néeded ; and there is a drawback -to the:good that might be’ac- 
"eüfnplished by this, which is that it frequently might “be mere 
effective if given by the-teacher and taken by the County. Super- 
Ain tendent. : 
Another difficulty under which the thinly;settled counties laborjds 
that owing to the low assessments of their wild landsiand-the lack.of 
‘other property, a levy to the extent of the law will hardly continue 
"their school for four months, while. the thickly settled districts 
an by levying -from ten to twenty cents‘on the one hundred dollars 
“worth of property continue their schools for six-.and ‘eight months. 
t The result is to keep down the poor counties and ‘build up the rich 
“ones. A uniform state tax sufficient to maintain the schools entirely 
‘a8 A Stato Institution would remedy this ‘defect and provide’: more 
‘efficient system of education without being burdensome to the people. 
The system of Teachers’ Institutes will (I think) in time be produc- 
"tive of much good, ‘but it is but imperfectly organized at present. 
. -In my own county I have found it impossible to hold County Insti- 
suites and ‘require all teachers to‘attend, owing to the reduction ‘of 
their wages to aanere ‘pittance. Eam satisfied 'that/they cannot-af- 
ford under the present wages to pay their expenses and-attend!‘an 
Tnstitute at a distance from their'homes, and [so have permitted 
"the:organization'of District Institutes, so that all ean attend without 
-any considérable expense, but I ‘am satisfied that the proper, plan 
"Would be for the County Superintendent and Board of. Examiners -to 
hold:àn Institute at the commencement of the school year, to con- 
"7tinue for eight days and'at the end of which hold their examination, 
"thus they could better judge of the qualifications. tof the applicants 
Sc EH EE more good could be derived ftom:‘an Institute: so 
ela. 
"Much niore.could ‘doubtless be said, and in an'abler manner gon- 
cerning the defects of our'present:school law- and. sómdthingiparhaps 
Jin 4t praise} buththeforegóing is mp dont eufficiont:of Ahéokind: 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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GILMER COUNTY.—Joun S. WirnErs, Sup't. 


I herewith transmit you my first annual report of Free Schools for 
Gilmer county. 

I have delayed it until this late hour hoping to be able by doing 
80, to give you a full and correct report of my county. The reports 
of some of the secretaries have been changed and rechanged, but in 
spite of the time consumed in making out these reports, they are so 
incomplete that it is impossible for me to make you any other than 
to some extent a faulty report. 

The financial report especially, is unsatisfactory, It appears from 
the books of all the secretaries, that there has been no complete set- 
tlement with the sheriff of this county for any year since about 1874. 
There appearsto be no balance either charged or credited to the sheriff 
at the beginning of any school year since the time I have indicated. 
We are now however, trying to settle up and close these complicated 
accounts, and hope by next year to give a correct report from this 
county. i = i 

With the exception I have mentioned the school system is work- 
ing well. We have fifty-five comfortable school: houses, most of 
which are tolerably well seated. 

The Branch Normal School, of Glenville, has done much toward 
improvined the grade of teachers in this county in the last few years, 
and our teachers as a class, are second to no, body of teachers in any 
rural county in the State. 

The daily average attendanceof the Independent District school of 
Glenville during this year, has been comparatively light which’ was 
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in a great measure owing to the fact that many of the pupils 
attended the Normal School under State appointments and other. 
wise. ` ; 

This year I held Institutes in the various districts of the county, 
which. were reasonably well attended considering this was the first 
year of their introduction into the county. I consider however, 
that County Institutes are preferable, and next year I will adopt 
them instead. i 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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GRANT COUNTY.—Epwarp F. VOSSLER. 


. Again I must preface my annual report with a prayer to excuse 
the delay of its return. Gladiy would I have sent it, as I ought, a 
month ago, could I have sooner collected the many items needed for 
its completion. Again the authorities of the Harmon Indopendent 
School District have been the derelicts. Their report reached me 
only a few days ago. I believe, however, the report to be substan- 
tially correct and complete. To one who, like myself, has been well 
acquainted with the public school system of this county since 1866, 
it is full of instruction and bright promises. 

I honestly believe that we have now better school houses, more and 
better teachers, at less cost, than ever before. Not that either our 
houses or instructors are so much to be proud of, and not but that the 
field for improvement is vast and its cultivation only fairly begun— 
but when I mentally compare the schools of ten years ago with those 
of the present time, I certainly think there is much cause for thank- } 
fulness and hope. At the same time we have also had more grumbling | 
and carping at aur public schools during the school year just past, 
than ever before, not only by those who are determined io see no 
good in general education, but also by those who heretofore professed 
to be friendly to the system. The cause is perhaps the present gen- 
eral cry of “hard times,” the proverbial disposition of farming popu- 
lations to complain, and the change of the law in relation to Teachers 
Institutes. The feature of the law allowing teachers pay for their 
attendance at Institutes, has in this county raised much opposition 
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to Free Schools, and many threaten to vote them down as soon as it 
will be in their power. No arguments can convince such opposition, 
but it ought to convince our law-makers that as long as it is in the 
power of every district annually to vote down the schools, the edu- 
cation of the youth of our State is on the most precarious footing, and 
that it is unreasonable to expect much from an institution thus 
situated. We may have good school houses, but the most important 
factor in our educational system, the teacher, will and must be inferior 
while our schools employ him but four months per year, and are 
themselves liable to be wiped out of existence by every whim of the 
community. Let us have the manhood either to put our educational 
system on a safe and permanent foundatión, or to abolish it 
altogether. 

Organization.—For school purposes, Grant county is divided into 
three districts, and two independent districts, and the former sub- 
divided into thirty-nine sub-districts, In them two graded and forty- 
one common schools were last year taught in forty-two school houses, 
of which eighteen were log-houses. $322.00, is the average value 
and $13.531.00 the aggregate value of our school houses. 


Enumeration.—We have one thousand seven hundred and seventy 
youths of school age, of which one hundred and twenty-eight are 
colored, and of these sixty-six per cent. attended school, but the 
average attendance, is only forty-one and a half per cent of the 
enurmeration. 


Teachers.—W e employed forty-four teachers, of which eight females 
and three males are colored. They taught in all one hundred and 
seventy months, or three and six-sevenths months in the districts, and 
^six months in the Independent Districts, at an average monthly 
salary of $31.25; or $3314 for white males and $29.22 for white 
females, and $22.75 for colored teachers. Of these six received No. 
1; thirteen No. 2; seventeen No. 3; five No, 4; and two No. 5 certifi- 
cates. f 

Cost of Kcehools.—Nearly twenty cents is the average levy for 
teachers and a little over thirteen cents for the Building Fund. The 
school houses, one a two story brick, are now being erected. In the 
latter is higher this year, because in the Independent Districts two 
districts alone, the building levy averages but five cents. The total 
cost of our forty-three schools is $5,386.89 or an average of $122.36 per 
teacher. If of this is deducted the average price of boarding, the expen- 
ses of attending examinations and Institutes, it will be seen that the 
Grant eounty teacher receives not quite one dollar per day for his 
Work. 

The cost of education per pupil is smallest in Milroy District ($5.77) 
next lowest is Grant ($6.36), then Union ($9.00), then Harmon's 
Independent School District ($11.49), and highest in the Petersburg 
Independent School District ($19.45). The two latter having six 
months schools. Average for the whole county $7.30. . - 

In pursuance of section thirty of the schoollaw, a County Insti- 
tute was held on the 17th of December, at Maysville, which was well 
attended, and for a first effort remarkably successful A thorough 
organization was had, all the branches required to be taught by the 
school law well reviewed, their teaching explained and illustrated, 
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and the evening sessions devoted to essays, orations and declamationg, 
A one-week’s Peabody Institute was held from the 5th till the 10th of 

of August, at Petersburg, which I was unable to attend, but which I 

understand was fairly successful, though not to well attended by the 

teachers of the northern and western sections of this county. 

-. Following that, a one months Normal School was conducted at 


Maysville, by the members of the Board of Examiners, Messrs, | 


Davis and Cassaday, and met with good success and had a fair 
attendance. i 

These Institutes answer well the purpose of educating the great 
majority of our teachers, who are unable to attend other than our 
primary schools. They elevate their standing, increase their ef- 
ficiency and make and keep alive that professional spirit so necessary 
to success in any calling. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


Miss Jane C Allen...... . 2S B MeNemar...... ....... 

Miss Mary A Allen.. .. .. 2| Rey G A Maston (colored). 

J W Bergdoll.......... ; woe 4| A S Michael...................... 

Theodore Clifford (colored)..... ....... .. .. 4|Mass Jessie Miles.......... 7 

Alexander Cober.....ccsecsscseee aen oe — ZER 2|A Neumann........ See o dosi; sates veis UNS 

John A W Dyer............eeeeee eene Kë eege 2|Charles Nine............... eere 

RS YT M "--————Ó 1iCornelius Parsons .............--. SET Lasers Soc Ves 

James Foley. .........-e se eeeeeeo eene ne neuen notet hanh rant i|John Roudebusch...... ........ — Ee —"—— 2 

Miss K Gamble................eeeee ao see o sooo rosses 2|George W Shirk .............. o a haba EE wares aE O 

Miss Libbie Harris.......... —(——À EESAN . 1J T Shillingburg............. dires us A TEE Aa ex Seeds 8 

Isaac HedricE............. esee ceeeee scene o o seen D|JOseph. C Shobe vers peree eene deren neret sosro 4 

D I Hendriekson..................... EE KN Ee [Jacob Sever ` .......... venecoees Seege EE: 
Hilleary......... ....... eere —Á« (€ 3| Charles W Sites... ess 

Jonathan Hiser........,...... ———— 3j|James S Snodgrass.... . — eene NE 

W P Holleu............... We E 8|Philip B Louder ....... .. ............. — Y dicis .6 

James L Holt . .............. o RAE ee ds sues . 1|Miss Jennie Startzman.... ......... E ENS 3 

Jacob C Judy ..s..seressssseseessareosesesososeeceeopeerosrsa 2) Wr B Strother . . .... ulus ssesossnsesecuencosseosessss D 

W H Kent (colored).................. eee eere eene enne es. OLW F Tucker ................ —————Á— zecken H 

Miss A W Kuykendal..... ..............-. — 2|George W Underwood........ Neuss oes E ne ad pad we 4 

Miss Marion Lakin... cessccssccess sosessrsoesose ennen Zi Tames M. Wease..... srccccssccessssees seii ex eux eoe cg es. 4 

Thomas J Lemon.................... PAN E . 1|Dennis Wermet.........cccssscscsseseree sesesees —— O 

Wm M. Lyon.............4.. eee eeeeee eee enano —— 8 


GREENBRIER COUNTY.—Tuomas H Dennis, Sup't. 


I have the honor of submitting my annual report of the condition 
and working of the free schools of Greenbrier county, for the year 
ending August 31, 1878. I cannot claim that my report is correct in 
all respects, but it is as nearly so as I can make it from the data on 
which it is based. I think the State Superintendent would do well to 
enlarge and make more minute and particular the directions to be ob- 
served by the district secretaries in making their reports, for often 
the secretaries are inexperienced and do not understand the forms 
given them. The new Boards of Education, that came into office at 
the beginning of the year, saw fit to turn out all the old secretaries 
and put in others, who for the most part, were altogether unfamiliar 
with the duties of the office. The result is that I have but few re- 
ports from the secretaries un which I can rely, and but one or two 
that I regard as correct in all respects. The new secretaries are 
however, faithful and attentive to their duties, and with experience, 
wil make very efficient officers. The present sheriff settled his ac- 
counts, with the various Boards of Education, within the time prescrib- 
ed by, la 7, and.so far as his accounts are concerned there has been nó 
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trouble, The difficulty: was, that the secretaries did not seem to know E 
the condition of the old sheriffs accounts with their respective A 
boards. E" 
I visited during the year the schools of every district in the county, : 


but two. Our schools have been well attended, making a daily aver- : 
age of one thousand six hundred and forty-three, against one thousand : 
four hundred and eleven the year before, aud that.too though there 
were no schools in the Meadow Bluff District, which in respect to its 
number of youth, is the second district in the county. Our teachers 
though working on reduced wages, have generally been faithful and 
efficient, But few of our school have been closed by reason of a 
failure om the part of the teacher to make the necessary thirty-five 
per cent required by the law. In the Independent District of Lewis- 
burg the schools were in operation nine months; in the Lewisburg 
District, six, and generally through the county, four months. In the 
Lewisburg Independent District a large and commodious two-story 
brick house was completed at a cost of $4,000.00, and five other new 
school houses were built in the county. 

There were no schools in the Meadow Bluff District during the 
year, the people having voted down the levy. There is much op- 
position to the free school system in Meadow Bluff and Anthony’s 
Creek Districts. This is owing to the fact that the schools cannot be 
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kept up in these two districts, even for the usual four months, with- 3 
out such a tax as the people are unwilling to bear. In these districts S 


the amount-of taxable property is comparatively small. 
The Teachers’ Institute has been well attended, and I feel assured 

has had a good effect in stimulating the teachers, and raising the 

standard of scholarship among them. The law requiring teachers to 

attend the Institute is hartily approved of by a great majority of the 

teachers of this county, and I consider this one of the best amend- . 

ments yet made to our school law. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATSS. ` S 

| E 

x A 3 
E G Brownlee .............. eee srevssssvenes POUND) c .2 

James H Derring..... p TE Edgar Rucker. .... — een aes E .2 d 

M L Harley..... EN W H Bell (colored). es e ses so soose se soseo ve en H A: sh 

Harvey Lewis . John R Bradley (colored). ............ eeu 2 » 

LW Bowers s. eerte es vee L| Annie E Herron (colored) ... sse sese 2 3 
George J 'Thompson................ eene ees v WGeorge J Bennell... uus coves sssesecesesasnes coves 3 
C W Walton . .............. MH de . LCN Cofman... A... eese : 3 
d W Hinkle .......... —— ——— € OASE 8 
George W McClung. wrassessssces ove o senses en cocseros LJA K Dy zard....cessaseasee cxsnesenan s so oreco covesnsnes sone 8 
Mary E Brownlee.......cscoscssessee cere eter Lj Eliza A Or.igh.............. sess NUR 8 
E O Huft............ ......... Sess e FU RI OPES ES been (Mare E Butcher... . usse GEN eroe gd 8 ` 
d ques. et ARARE 1/S G Armentrout ... a 


... lMinmeR Morris. — . . ... ... oo ve 
. lames B Dearing. . ....... been 
a. US L Loudermilk. . ........ 
1|Nannie Ramsburger.. 
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liMathe W Cooper... assess oues neon o sae. nto ano Z 
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1|H E Beckner. .... 
VCE Elis 
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1\Jam t 
Fannie R Hanna... sese see entm ee o HAT * E 
LJ Wilhams .... .... ENEE LIS d PE x 
George H Throop......... ..2onee a a o JJM W Walton... ... .... XE 2 i 
EH Moore eneen s A sa nemen dans ected a L WEE Bütelérl uec secede ca eye “Ke See, aee inet 2 E 
G K Nelson... c ssscssscsapecerees ^s». l|Ànne E Bakers... ous conse — 2 M 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES— Continued. 


D'A Fleshman.. ee eeeecescecseeskesesee ese sess ese Di IN BAYOT canis ies! stanak cae. cete sas c eere seed & 
Laura Ransburger.. ,... eere eee seseseseee nne ness GI W Deskins (colored)................... ae aA 
Bettie Begpolds. eese ceeee easet KEE ete enne 981A S Lewis (colored)... ..... AER vea Pose vaa Vue ES: 
CR Thompson......e-eeeeees Nee Ke Kee UN 3|Lizzie J Lewis (colored)...... EE , A 
DB Patton eins cncdc eege Castrati Rea To EINS cS SiCharles A Watts... o... .. . State certificate 
Thomas G Mann ..,.,.. e eee esee seen eene . S[George W knapp, . . . State certificate 
William Deitz nee een sessiles de aae Ve acier e 9j A. O Hurford...,..roscerssssenereceresotate certificate 
James F Byrd EE Ss 9|). P'Thomasson...... eee tate certificato 
David W Anen csccossscceceorers cose Seen e BIA MoD Browning............ vue State certificate 


Charles B Harrold..... 

EG Alderman. .... Sg 

ee EE d Së 
oredy eeneg see eessen 


sone S|Jas F Clark — scscosccceccssscenees State certificate 
.. 9 Fannie McGlamery. 
.. Al Wm D Ayres. ....... 


.. State certificate 
a. State certificata 


D A Robinson (co eese, 8/B E Humphreys... «slate certificate 
A JH Crawford. . esse ceeeeeeeees nenne Wesel Eeer BIS L Smith ... sees State Certificate 
B T Perkins (colored)................... eeeeeeeeeee. . Sj Lizzie Arbuckle. ............ esee Normal diploma 
DL Reld -ueseeeesscessvazaoeessuiede. 2n Pr 4| Howard Rolls................- eere . Ins. certificate 
J H Waiton.. .. ee EER Rn « du id. dato. eege 4 


HAMPSHIRE COUNTY.—H. B. GILKESON, Sup't. 


I think I can say for our schools that they are improving. Ihave 
had associated with me on the Board of Examiners two gentleman 
fally qualified for their work and faithful in the discharge of their 
duties. 

Upon entering upon our duties we felt that the standard of our 
schools should be raised, and arranged our examinations with that end 
in view; and while we may have fewer of the higher grades of cer- 
tificates than heretofore, we have a corps of teachers quite as compe- 
tent, and such as will compare favorably I have no doubt, with those 
of the others counties. They with a few exceptions, are improving 
themselves, and there is a growing disposition among them to pre- 
pare themselves for teachers. They find that they can afford to pay 
more attention to those things that fit them for their work. x 

I visited during the session nearly every schoolin the county, 
spending generally two or three hours at each one. I found them 
with a few exceptions,in good condition and working smoothly. 

In my visits I enquire into the teachers, method ot teaching the 
branches taught, &c., and give teacher and pupils such advice as I 
deemed necessary. I usually gave the pupils an examination and look 
after the welfare of the school generally. I find that the district of- 
ficers as a general rule take too little interest in the schools, we could 
expects better results if officers and patrons would visit their schools 
more frequently, and thus encourage the teachers and pupils. 

As the Teahers Institute is a new institution, we perhaps failed to 


to derive the benefits from it that it is well calculated to afford and . 


which we hope to derive in the future. I belive, however, that our 
teachers, some of them at least, were greatly benefited by the Insti- 
tute of last winter. The bringing of teachers together upon such 
occasions where they have an opportunity of comparing views on the 
subjects they teach, and of exchanging ideas, must necessarily be an 
advantage to those who desire to learn and to profit by the ex- 
perinence of others. ; j 

Our plan has been a fulland free discussion of each branch 
taught in our primary schools, according to a regular programme 
with essays on subjeets conected with these branches. 

I regret to say that a great many of our school houses are not 
well suited for the purposes.for which they are used. They are 


2. * Vs Ecg RE ba e femur LM T5 TT * LU Pree ee ME en teeny eg, 
E 
REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. |..:28 7 
Ké ^ 
not well ventilated, a matter of the very first importance. Very A 
little attention has been paid to the comfort of the pupils in the con- R 
struction and arrangement of the deeks and seats. A number of the B 
rooms are too small. M ? 
Much more could be said which I will reserve for another time. > 
A 
TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. s 
James E Elrick........ Core dd PEE Mes — e rsia 3|James C Shanholtz..... o sereo coes on eve 9 K 
Herman A Meyer — ses sesse en d. -esprerereg eese ZIT W McDowell. . . .. . ene 4 
Mass Elizabeth Todd........... EE Siet $JohnL Ridenour......... c Ves ise basia aes von d A 
Frank P Lóy., ........ "e pinken 9iJames P Neales ........ o ossprorsravspressscoesioseeseessee D ` 
Eos. ii UEM er a ussoseite o BIR S pr c sa a peseess aseeassrseresereess ee G 2 
Charles M Pultz....... ... esr n Ss OO e SjGeorge W Lee nom io aes EE eve b M 
A H Pownall  ................ cove some ae bD|Átexander Cowgill ee eser A 
Miss Martha Grace. ssesscesescincacestestessescsserversess. 9| Henry FOIZ, éent stars "eeneg aapecsapiveansee deep € 3 
Miss Mary Dailey seess HALLO LL DIIIZIIIIII 2 John Mcintyre. Aeäerg oe oso — ví0sse*gedono SHES vo tote HE een 3 3 
Wilham © Parsons..........eeeeeo ssemsectsccesees aeo eno 4lNoah W Haines .......... + T E el 
Thomas J Kelley . . ........- PORE ORE . 4B WShanholtzer, ... e eene etc 2 * 
Warner T High . ... sse 0 4 |John W Hockman seess s ooe so sl un E ki 
d Walker Pultz ..,........ ...... sv e eoa Vau En NEEN , HE A MeIntyre a essee 2-3 eee desees Z ` 
Bamnef! Kreamer....ceccccrssesereeseevsvasan socsseanseness 3jGeorge A Holt ............ sus Seed ug 2 » 
A B Poling setae aesaósbovetétéosepsetd$ esesontteceeqatesóntto coc 2 Charles N Diet Ageten escono" Adesso TETTEL pos ostas 1 $ 
J W Shull .............. KEDE AREENA 20 aasa QIRobert Riley ` erra hant Sib abies .4 ; 
Charles A Read .e.seseserasssesepeeesssnsessere vn eee o 11W. Debhelberger, eessen ——— 1 ra 
Thomas G Pownall. sen eee nee $ jere tuos 4James R Riley — eerte HH cen. A Ka 
IF Goeelenn... ek esee cee A cose ve 9| James W MCADOY cscssesssccsssctrses o a o concer ce ce ee D à 
Mass I Lee Hagan....,..,....... See E ZIL W Leatherman ... sees seen tee nennt 2 H 
James T Doyle. |... «oe secet canne BD G Buckman. ue coe oere "—— M PENAS = 
A C Kreamer. n esee un seen d Miss Sallie Mitehell... sss n B wt 
John W Cooper . sees oes o seose oe esos eve . 1|John A McBride ..... ... e -5 à 
Benjamin J Powell... . .....e s. s. ^. 9| Thomas L Dicken esses see se ees 3 F. 
J AT Swisher eege Caeiie SEET aes 4|John A Fuüsinger......... se eene — 5 n 
Henry W Roles (colored)... Aee ....... ... EIB CN 4 b 
William J Doman ee eee (—À BILD Purgitt..rrpessece esee E? 2 
Julius L Housholder. .... ......... eee s. 9| Miss Lavinia Anderson... A s e a 2 ? 
Mass Ida,Harford...... .. . uuu sees een 2|] W Baum coser po eel ee e enm ce eee & es 
OR RE s.n. i|BFHNMaphis. ..............-- Geesen en 4 ` 
D W Pugh ...... ———M sesiesess, G| Àvolon Bunker, eee e een mÀÀ s & " 
L H Henderson. «oio evas vero neae t nente — SIAL T Wirgman..... eessen lo eee n 2 H 
Miss Lizzie Keekley... esee cerent ^». 21John Taylor Graduate Normal School... .......... 1 KI 
Miss Bertie Kelsoe .... ......... ———— 2|Miss Jennie Vandiver, Graduate Normal School 1 » 
J-E Tutwilon. ` enges Se gen 2|Charles Poland. Wé = pre E 
Thomas D Pugh en kee, NE MICE 3| Miss Addie Swisher t of Oe al * 
WG © Carter . n. deeg sde E 
P 
HANCOCK COUNTY—V. B. BERNARD, Sup't. ` 
In submitting to you my first annual report for the Public Schools M 
of Hancock County, I feel that I have given as correct a statement, 1 
as it was possible for me to make, from the reports furnished me. I 2 
visited all of the schools last winter, and with a single exception, » 
found them in a prosperous condition. The teachers all seemed fully i 
eapable of performing their duties successfully. RK : 
All of our schools were in operation six months, except in Clay » 
District, where they were in operation seven months. Gë 
Within the school year just closed, Grant and Poe Districts, have d 
each erected a good school house. The building erected at Fairview, d 
in Poe District, is a fine one, containing four rooms, and cost about 5 
$4,000. With one or two exceptions the school houses throughout us 
the county are in good eondition. As to Institutes, I can make as a 
good a report asfor any other part of the school work. -We held the e 
session in Fairview, the county-seat, had a full attendance of teachers S 
and a lively interest was manifested by all. I fully endorse the work i 
of the Teaheer’s Institute. And for the good of tbe schools and 1 
teachers, I earnestly hope it may ever remain a part of the Free A 
School System, R 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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W Logau.......... Kafen Veto e ne e 2|Flora B Harper.... . 
Marion Moore ........ scccsccasencacsnren A ten teen 2 Jennie K Korm... 124... ec]. n We ve y ana a 
MJ HIE. ue WE EE cie aet er VEO aste eode s 
wW C Yolton *9««60099960940502050420€402609906909800062609*a8A40450999 SED 1 Ella Burns ter c969909954 
P Perrine.....cccscccsceccecsececeercssnscgersctesceserssess HIM B Stewart 


Jas M Fee. cecesecanscscese svecses ezoceveetussuessesesexs scs A] IA B Maller ee 


RW TE pu QE 2|Radie Foreman...... RE e enia v enda ep 
Jasper WDIDeE.. i. eet Eege arinean DIEI D Marshall eege eet anee eeng o nene oe abes Een 
W B Swearingen .......... essen nere ILA M. Jackson... essere 
Nannie R Cameron...ussrecsssssesccsssscccessssescseres UI Wilson MeDonald ............ se 
WS DOD cn JM RR — 
Radie L Beebout........eeelele H8 s BID CO Lindsay . .ee.esasesseassas saans e soo cen oar reete 
Ohas Guleltt säi eere serge derer ebe coe eee ee or s Ol D GALAN CTs use eee acie e rero reete euin Aey e 
Ela A Cresswell............... —— HERE ELE EO CREW C RR 
WwW O Gilliland, ies ieeke essa evene e aoa aa sisti ra deeg dee 4 S Shipley... 04949 $b59292pPbb»pgbto 940«2902€404045549-0 460600 045989 «9496€ 
Zeora V Campbell... eese ve ae) cossestsrsseeseee 2| Lizzle A Holland 
Josie A Wylie............... KEREN DAS EM eege Eege Seenen T rer EEN 
D W Wyhe.......... oo See eebe .. 39|jEmma McDonald een eseere ve eskeek ves etant A 
Lizzie Edie ....... ————— Biesse veoses eege sa 1L S BAM Dicky qr 
Mollie Thompson.......... triss sessesseseneccecessossrcese DID ET Te E 
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HARDY COUNTY—L. T. Hoover, Sup’t. 


I am gratified to note'in my report some increase in attendance, 
which is yet far from being what it ought to be. The indifference of 
some of our people to education, is deplorable. 

The schools, generally, were very satisfactory, making some.allow- 
ance for chronic grumbling. ; 

The present system of “Teachers Institute" is exceedingly unpo- 
pular in this county, and it isto be hoped that some change will be 
made in the law this winter; it will be practically inoperative this 

ear. x 

- Who furnishes the “well-bound book" required to be kept by-sec- 
tion 56, sehool law? I found nonein this office. Ithink there should 
be a contingent fund provided for the office of County Superintend- 
ant to cover stationery, postage, ete. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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George T Maston.... $ r.. 3|Jas M May... 


. .. 5[Siram May... 
2a.  3IW J Foltz...... 


d W Popo.. eer cessere nennen, c. oe D| Mrs C Chambers E € . 
E G Jocob.... crcsccsscecoceverseccssetencvstcuseenencees cess, Of SALA C Chambers .. seess sek EUER 
SEET LRBEDO. i acne se X im da 
R Orndorft............ deeg | ces cee Sashes’ obs $e 8J A. ONSWhOUSG  . seess ee sono rea a enu ga 
CG Everly ....... Gees a enee co cene sss, D|Jenme Frederick........... eere 
H Orndorff.......-- NEE ege ANE Eengel, ecxnocssskxauesvu Kee, o SSi 
MAE, EE O) W. M RR E 
EE SIM Lee sccesssicccnscsevaascenceassnsntssscerstestinactedecus á 
Walker ....... EEN 3J R Baker... ... 
bJenkihs. Z4. uoi Eege dooce , SIN S Wise . nu 
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HARRISON COUNTY.—J. R. Apams, Sup’t. 


I have the honor to submit to you the annual report of the con- 
dition of Free Schoolsin Harrison county, for the school year end- 
ing August 31, 1878. E 

This report is not what I wish it to be, but it is the best I could do 
under the circumstances. Iam of opinion that a change with re- 
gard to your present system of reports is needed. Iwill make this 
suggestion, that secretaries be released from making the annual re- 
port now required by law; also from publishing an abstract of the 
meetings of the Board of Education, as required in section eight, which 
is seldom done, and where done as seldom read ; and instead thereof, 
be required to furnish to county superintendents an abstract of said 
meetings, within a specified time after each meeting, together 
with teachers term register, and such other reports as may be made 
to the board. That the county superintendents be required to 
keep a record of these reports, and also be made a necessary 
party to all settlements made between the sheriff or collector 
and the several school boards. That he be required to keep an 


account between the sheriff and the several Boards of Education,- 


and to make from these records and settlements his annual report to 
the State Superintendent. 

I will also suggest that the trustees be released from making the 
report provided for in section twenty. The Board of Education 
can collect the necessary information without any additional trouble. 
The president of the board can in his annual visits to the school 
houses ascertain the increased or decreased.value of all school prop- 
erty. ‘ 

So far as my experience goes, the trustees’ report, for any practical 
purpose, is not worth the paper upon whichit is printed. Iam of 
opinion that members of Boards of Education ought to be allowed a 
fair compensation for their services; and that the secretary ought to 
be allowed each year a salary not to exceed $25.00. 

The law with regard to Institutes, operates well in this county. 
Our Institutes have been a successs. Our teachers take an interest 
inthem. Our people appreciate them. There can be no doubt that 
wherever they are properly conducted; they will add to the interest 
and prosperity of schools. Itisto be hoped that the law in this re- 
spect will not be repealed. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES— Continued. 
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JACKSON COUNTY—R. H. Huauzs, St 


In accordance with the requirements of the school law, 1 herewith 
submit the annual report of the schools of Jackson county, for the 
school year ending August 31st, 1878. And while it is imperfect in 
some of the details, owing to the difficulty of getting complete re- 
D from the districts, yet we think that in the main, it is correct. 

addition to the statements jn the report proper, I desire to Bay 
that our schools are in good condition. We have good teachers and 
our citizens endéavorto retain such only, which makes it an object for 
teachers to qualify themselves thoroughly for their duties. The last 
year has been one of marked improvement in the condition of our 
schools, and in the qualifications of the teachers, who are diligently 
striving to attain a higher standard of exc ellence as teachers. You 
ask the opinion of the County Superintendents as to the law estab- 
lishing and regulating “Teachers Institutes.” We regarditas one of 
the most commendable features of the school law. All the live, pro- 
gressive teachers in our county say, give us the Institutes; and it must 
be said, to the credit of the teachers of the county, that they have 
manifested & greatinterestin the Institute. Last year we held two 


X 
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general Institutes in the county, of four. days- cach, and five district 
Institutes, each four days. There were but few teachers in the county 
who did not attend the eight days required by the law, and many of 
them attended much more. There seems to be some doubt as to the 
provisions of the law requiring thirty-five per cent attendance, of the 
enumeration. If properly considered, it would be well enough, but 
so far as we have been able to observe its operations, it only serves 
for some discontented family or families to break up a school, even 
with the most meritorious teachers, and it may be merely because 
their favorite teacher has not been employed. There still seems to 
be some defect about the present system of collecting the taxes for 
school purposes and disbursing the same, as those having claims 
against the School Fund, either the Building Fund or the Teachers’ Fund 
complain in many cases of long deferred payment While we regard 
our Free School system as one .of the grandest institutions of our 
State, still we think it susceptible of improvement; for instance, the 
constitutional provision which submits the “power to levy” to the 
people to be voted on biennially, should be so amendad as to dispense 
with such, and our Free Schools thereby made a permanent institu- 
tion. j 

Our old school houses are rapidly disappearing and new ones with 
more modern improvements, and with greater reference to ventilation 
and to the health, comfort and convenienee of the teachers and 
pupils, are taking their places. 

Our fall examinations close with this month, and so far as we can 
judge, there were never more satisfactory results in the county. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, 
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TEACHERS GRADES AND OF THEIR CERTIFICATES— Continued. 
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JEFFERSON COUNTY—Joun Hass, Sup’t. 


The schools of this county have been keptin operation an average 
of nine months, and with a few exceptions, have worked satisfac- 
torily; and while we cannot claim any extraordinary advancement, 
yet we are satisfied that our schools have been gradually improving. 
Our school officers have manifested more interest in the school, and 
have generally been more efficient in the discharge of their duties. 

Although taxation, in one or two of our districts, has necessarily 
been heavy, for building purposes, yet, financially, all are in a healthy 
condition, and all, except one, out of debt. 

We have erected seven commodious new school houses during the 
year. Every district of our county is now pretty well provided for, 
with comfortable houses, except Harper’s Ferry; that noted but un- 
fortunate place, had two school houses destroyed during the late war, 
and owing to the small amount of taxable property left by the war 
and floods, is not able to rebuild. One of the two houses destroyed, 
was rebuilt after the war, but was again destroyed by the great flood 
at that place, in 1870. A claim for the other building was presented 
to Congress during its last session, but was not allowed. The claim 
is undoubtedly a just one, as is proven by the affidavit of Capt, D. J. 
Young, now an officer in the U, S. army, and who had, asi School 
Commissioner for Harper’s Ferry District, under our former Free 
School system, erected the house, and who, after the war, by order 
of his superior officer in command at that place, sold the bricks and 
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timbers of which it had been constructed, and the money arising 
trom the sale was turned into the U.S. Treasury. There is but lit- 
tle doubt that the next Congress will order the claim to be paid. 

The Board of Education of Charlestown District, received a dona- 
tion of $200 from the Peabody Fund, for the benefit of the colored 
school located in the town of Charlestown. This donation was 
richly merited, as that district has been very liberal in its support of 
its colored schools. By this aid, the school, which is a large and well 
conducted one, was continued ten months. : 

Our sheriff and his deputies have been commendably prompt in 
paying the teachers, and in their settlements with the district boards. 

Our Institute, held during the last wéek in March and the first 
week of April, was well attended by our teachers, and resulted, we 
think, in much good. 

We visited every school in the county once, and some of them 
twice during the year, and spent at least a half day in each, review- 
ing, hearing recitations, etc. We enjoyed these exercises very 
much ourselves, and the children, generally, seemed to be highly 

leased. 
E As the Constitution of our State makes it the duty of the Legisla- 
ture *to provide by general law, for a thorough and efficient system 
of Free Schools," it i8 to be hoped that our next Legislature will find 
time to revise and improve our present law. 

If the law establishing district boards, should be repealed, and 
county boards, composed of one commissioner from each district, 
should be established in lieu thereof, and let these county boards 
‘make a uniform levy throughout the county, and fix the salary to be 
paid for each grade of certificate, we believe it would give general 
satisfaction. : 

We would also suggest, that it section 21 of the law would be so 
amended as to make it the duty of the sceretaries of boards, when 
making their annualreports, to return therewith to the County Super- 
intendent, a copy in an abridged form, of the settlement of their 
boards, with the sheriff, it would be a great assistance to the Super- 
intendents in making out their annual reports. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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KANAWHA COUNTY—ManzrIN Hirn, Supt. ` 


`” The really important portion of my annual report, which is re- 
spectfully presented, is as accurate as 1 can possibly make it with the 
somewhat imperfect data presented by the secretaries of the various 
Boards of Education. They have been withheld so long trom my 
office that I hope no further apology need'be presented for my seem- 
ing delay. No one deplores tardiness or neglect more than myself. 
There are so many changes made by the boards in regard to these 
officers, that we are oftentimes unable to obtain proper information 
relative to the school work in some of the districts. In some cases I 
have been compelled to return the reports of the Secretaries, because 
of the unsatisfactory statements made. In the future we trust they 
will be more cautious, and improve in these matters. 

While visiting one hundred and seventy-one schools we were par- 
ticularly struck with the manner in which a large number of young 
teachers conducted their recitations, making themselves slaves to the 
text books. In many instances the pupils knew but little of the sub- 
ject, though they recited very rapidly all the words of the text. In 
such cases, teachers credited pupils with perfect recitations. Another 
fault was: at the recitation the teacher, instead of the pupil, did-the 
work. Teachers who thus conducted the exercises were quite young 
and inexperienced. Having thus been taught themselves, they knew 

,no other way. In these visits I never lost an opportunity to show 
them a better way, for which they were gratified; and at our Institutes 
Ihave dwelt much upon this method of teaching, or want of teach- 
ing, and I am sure a good degree of improvement will soon be the 
result of such admonitions and explanations. 

After our examination it was found that we had more teachers 
than schools, and the trustees generally selected those who evinced 
the most thorough preparation for the work and stood best at the ex- 
amination. This plan werks well, as it stimulates the teachers to 
make extra efforts to fit themselves for the schools, and compels some 
of our unfaithful ones to betake themselves to some other calling to 
gain a living. . ] 

Our home teachers are giving good satisfaction. People encourage 
them to greater activity and zeal, in the hope that by their special 
efforts in their chosen pursuit they may be the means of doing great 
good for themselves and for others. Boards of Education are also 
deeply interested in this matter. In some districts they pass resolu- 
tions providing for their own teachers, excluding all who apply for 
schools from places beyond the county lines. To some, this may ap- 
pear wrong and selfish, while others deem it prudential and wise. 
The greatest obstacle in the way of carrying out the best plans, it 
seems to me, is the meager support the teachers freceive in some ot 
the districts. People seem to forget that a person who has spent both 
time and means in qualifying himself, who continues in the cause, 
spending time and money, that he may have something better than 
husks to offer to his pupils, cannot afford to labor for the same wages 
as the person can do who has received no training outside the common 
schools, and makes no effort for advancement. In this county I 
know of one who has had many superior advantages of mental and 
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moral training. He is acknowledged as a man of superior worth 
and a most capable teacher. He is always in attendance upon Insti- 
tute work ; and I know of another who has had none of these advan- 
tages. He manifests very little interest in the cause of general edu- 
cation; yet, because the latter happened to hold a certificate of a 
medium grade, he is just as likely to find employment as the former; 
indeed, he sometimés seems to have the preference. Why it is thus, I 
let some of the trustees answer. After a careful examination, I have 
become convinced that several of our teachers, though earnest work- 
ers in the main, have no well-settled, intelligent plan of operations or 
methods of procedure. Too many deal with words rather than ideas ; 
with forms, rather than philosophy; with definitions and facts, rather 
than with principles; with details, rather than essentials, and conse- 
quently the schools are heavy losers by such misdirected efforts. To 
obviate this, I prepared with much care a set of subjects for our Coun- 
ty Institute, intended to test the knowledge and mastery of principles, 
the powers of application and illustration, the clearness of thought 
and the accuracy and force of oral and written expression. To some, 
the test proved a severe one; but it stimulated discussion and inves- 
tigation, and most, if not all, who attended the Institute acknowl- 
edged the propriety and justice of such a course, and bore willing. 
testimony to the personal benefits derived therefrom. Of the one 
hundred and twenty-eight teachers in attendance for five days, I have 
not heard of one who was in the least dissatisfied with the conduct of 
of the same. The ordinary statements, that these Institutes prove a 
success, has become superfluous. No longer an experiment, they 
have become a permanent institution, invested with the essential 
elements of success, even without legislation. 

At the close of the session I gave appointments to a large number 
of young ladies and gentlemen.for membership in the State Normal 
School, at Huntington. . 

I am happy to report that Boards of Education are earnest and 
harmonious in this cause, and the people are cordial and earnest in 
Support of our plans and measures for the improvement of the schools. 
Peace and good will are everywhere in the ascendant. 

In this connection; I must not forget to say that there has been 
most astonishing progress made among the colored schools of the 
county. At our Institutes and examinations the colored teachers 
have shown as good standing in scholarship and general adaptation 
in the school work as has been manifested by any others. 

Less complaint of irregularity in attendance has been made the 
past year than at any antecedent portion of time in our free school 
history. This is mainly attributable to the increased zeal and en- 
thusiasm manifested by teachers themselves. Normal schools of our 
State are working wondrous good to the general cause, by sending 
out, year by year, teachers thoroughly accomplished in every partic- 
ular in the management of schools. We are now more than ever in 
favor of their porpetuity, because their utility for good and neces- 
Sity for the complete success to the system are so well known and 
acknowledged by educators generally, as to place them in the topmost 
niche in the frame work of the edifice. One sentiment is theirs: 
Nem Con. 


Se e een ren rd 


^ 


A t Kë 
Zaiten, P — ve fäi 


owüavibi gu? "ZA de" 


, 
"Aë a aa 


v Vas 


sa 4,4 
abr thom än 


te $9" ee et ek cde uh a or 


* 


EN [4 HM 
` eee dn Leg e" A 


" D 
^ 
nl 


vie uuu At a t^ 


^ 
- ES 
DH 


x 


Ai" 


(T 


i « x 
LES PIU x " H Fate "€ L4 Su o p ap, Sen Egra ES 
4 D 


32 FREE SOHOOLS. E 

From observations and comparisons I know our State has at pres- 
ent one of the most efficient of Superintendents, and I know, too, 
tnat I but express the sentiment of my people here, who realize the 
blessings of his benign and paternal direction. Our teachers regard 
him as a gentleman whom they delight to honor, and willingly 
acquiesce in all his decisions made for the general good. I believe 
also that the schools of Kanawha will compare favorably with those 
of adjacent counties. Faith and patience are as necessary in school 
work as are skill and perseverance. Much of the labor consists in 
removing the rubbish, laying the foundations and organizing forces. 
The future will demonstrate—if the past has not already shown— 
whether the work has been well and faithfully done by the united 
efforts of all school officers. 

In conclusion, we desire to express our warm appreciation of the 
numerous courtesies and kind attentions we have uniformly received 
from the school officers, teachers and friends of Free Schools generally 
whilst engaged in the discharge of our official duties during all the 
past years of our management of their public Free Schools. 
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LEWIS COUNTY.—G. W. Coox, Sup’t. 


"The Weston Graded School has already opened its session, If the 
officers of this school succeed in obtaining the Peabody Fund, the 
school will probably continue for eight months, otherwise I think 
but six. The principalship for the present term has been conferred 
on Prof. L. C. Crippin. I have announced twocounty Institutes for 
the current year, to be held as follows; First from September 
30, to October 5. Second from October 14, to October 19. 

Examinations for teachers will accompany the Institutes with the 
object of making the whole interesting. 

The condition of the Public Schools in this county remains 
unchanged and unimpaired, so far as any opposing element is con- 
cerned. Indeed I may say that a great amount of opposition, the 
object of which was to weaken the system, has been made to dis- 
appear. Many ofthose, who in the éarly stages of the system, were 
its devoted enemies now vote for “the levy." 

So far as the progress of the schools in this county is concerned 
we have great reasons to congratulate ourselves in the progress, 
already made with the cheering hope of a sure continued future pros- 

erity. 

: Wo are securing better houses, better teachers, better methods of 
imparting instruction, in short we have better acholars and a great 
many more of them. The schools of Lewis county to-day, are very 
different from the same schools of ten years ago. 

I regret however, that there still remains a manifest indifference on 
the part of some of our teachers in regard to Institute work. 

They maintain that the salaries paid are not sufficient to justify 
them in devoting so much of their time to preparing for the work. 
This is partly true; but perhaps if they would devote more time to 
their profession and become better teachers, they would command bet- 
ter wages. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. —( M mie, 
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LINCOLN COUNTY—F. Marion VICKERS, Sup’t. 


In submitting this, my third annual report of Free Schools of Lin- 
coln county, I am highly pleased in stating, that the improvements 
of which I spoke in my last report, are still existing. A majority of 
our teachers attend graded schools, taught in the county, four months 
in each year, consequently, they are rapidly attaining a high stand- 
ard of qualifications. ; 

Since my last report, we have held two County Teachers’ Insti- 
tutes, at Hamlin, the county seat, both conducted upon the same plan 
that Prof Snowden conducted the State Normal Institute at this 
place one year ago. Hach meeting continued one week, attended by 
nearly all the teachers of the county. At the close of the last meot- 
is wbich was held the first week in September, an examination was 

eld. 

I will here say that your instructions to me last fall, authorizing 
me to hold county, instead of District Institutes, has proven very 
beneficial to our Institutes, as it brings together all the teachers. 
The more teachers we can get in attendance, the greater the interest 
and better the result. 

I assisted the secretaries in preparing their reports, and am sorry 
to say, that I found some of their books, in a most shameful and con- 
fused condition. The law which authorizes District Boards of Edu- 
cation should be repealed, and in lieu thereof, we should- have a 
County Board of Education composed of one member from each Dist- 
rict, which board should have all the powers vestéd in the present 
District Boards. Pay those members a sufficient salary to enable us 
to get good business men to compose the Board, allow them a secre- 
tary, who can do all the business now done by the district secretaries. 
Enough money will be saved by dispensing with the district secre- 
taries to pay all expenses,of the County Board. The importance of 
this change is to give uniformity of terms and salaries throughout 
the county, which we can never have under the existing arrangements. 

The: District Boards have all laid the required levy for school pur- 
poses, and most of our schools are in successful operation. 
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- This county is divided into five districts, sub-divided into sixty-five 
gub-distriets. ; : 

Chapmansville District had one school in operation for a period of 
onegand a half months on account of fundsfrom last school year., This 
district voted against power to levy, by a small majority and had no 
other schools for school year 1877-8. 

Magnolia District is composed of nine sub-districts, had nine schools 
in operation for a period of two and one half months each, at a total 
cost of $247.50, which were very well attended by the youth consid- 
ering the condition of houses which are bad for schools in winter. 

Hardee District is composed of eighteen sub-districts, having 


. eighteen fair log houses built, at a cost of $100.00 had eighteen 
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schools in operation for a périod of three months in winter, with a 
good attendance of the youth which made fair progress in their 
studies, 

Dogan District composed of sixteen sub-districts, has sixteen fair 
log houses built at a-cost of from $100 to $350.00, each, butonly valued. 
at $100. These housés cost too much money, they should have been- 
built for $150.00 each, though I think the condition of schools in this 
district is better than it was a few years since. Owing to negligence 
of the secretary of the board for this distriet I cannot get anything 
near a true financial report. This district has had no financial settle- 
ment with the sheriffs until 1877, and cannot show how they stand: 
with the former sheriffs. 

Triadelphia from which I have no report, voted out the power to 
levy for this school year by a small majority, and consequently had 
no schools; this board has had no final settlement with the sheriffs 
prior to 1877, and cannot show their exact financial condition. - 

I fear that the Free School law is growing more unfavorable on 
account of high: taxation and poor results of school.’ The money 
raised by-levying to the extent of the law, -séarcély éver runs the 
Schools more than three months and that‘géwerally in the: worst ot 
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weather in winter, together with bad houses does nót produce very 
favorable results, however all five distriets have voted for power to 
levy for the coming year and will have schools. : 
The report has been detained on account of the secretaries of 


Hardee and Logan Districts. 
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MARION COUNTY—Jonarnan M. SATTERFIELD, Sup't. 


This report compared with last year’s indicates a gain or improve- 
ment in many important particulars, while I believe there is no 
marked falling off in any direction to be taken as unfavorable or det- 
rimental. And while the language of figures speaks for us, an ad- 
vancement in the cause of education, our progress, I think I am safe 
in saying, is readable more in the spirit that is seen to pervade the 
different departments of the work. The good effects of the law re- 
quiring teachers to attend Institutes are already beginning to appear 
in our county, and I predict that in the course of time, this provision 
will work untold good for the cause of our schools. Iam glad to say 
that out of the 112 teachers in our county last winter, only a very 
small proportion failed to make the full time required of them, while 
only one or two failed to attend altogether. The large majority found 
it convenient to put in their time, and in doing so, it is believed they ` 
were greatly strengthened for:their labors. : 

Another great auxiliary in the work with us, as itis recognized by 
almost every one, is our system of gradation and examination for 
scholars, introduced during the year. Though the extra labor de-. 
manded of me to introduce this feature, and carry on its operations 
during the term, was very considerable, I feel on viewing the results, 
well satisfied, with the project, and know that my labor has not been 


.in vain. As I forwarded you a copy of our catalogue, reporting this 


work in full, for thefyear, I will not consume space in detailing the 
particulars Aere, and will remark no further concerning it, save to ex- 
press the earnest desire that all our county superintendents may in- 
troduce and give this system a trial. 
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By way of fürther meeting the 


wish to say, briefly, before concluding: 1. Our schools generally are 
in a flourishing condition, however, some of them are still suffering 
on account of unworth, and unexperienced teachers and officers. 
Institute will have an influence to remove a part of this difficulty, 
and greater care, first, upon the part of the people in selecting offi- 
cers, and then by the officers in the employment of teachers, will 


overcome the remaining portion. 
and its spirit and purpose faithful 


under it, would, Iam compelled to think, yield us all that could be 
desired, in the way of free schools. 
changes might be made tor the better, but as the great need of the 
hour is; not a new School Law, nor yet any particular alterations in 
the present one, but a faithful and rigid compliance with all our school 
regulations as they now stand, I will not devote space to the sugges- 


tion of any amendments. 


I trust that the school year upon which we are now entering 
may be one of great prosperity everywhere. 
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2. Our School Law is a good one, 
ly carried out by all who hold trusts 


I think sometimes that certain 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES— Continued, 
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MARSHALL COUNTY—W. M. Winr, Supt: 


. Our schools have been more efficient during the past year, than 
during the preceding one, and much more so, in my judgment, than 
in any year since their introduction in our county. 

I attribute the great success of our schools to two principal causes , 
first, better teachers, second, the "graduating system." Our schools 
have nearly all been taught by citizen teachers, who make their 
homes in our county and whose interests are identified with those of 
the county and vicinity of theirlabor. But to the graduating system, 
more than to any other cause, do we owe the revival of our educa- 
tional interests. The introduction of this system has met the hearty 
concurrence of the‘great majority of the people, and where I have 
had the co-operation of the teachers in its introduction, it has been a 
Success, but it has like all new things, having for its object the ad. 
vancement-of society, met with some opposition. 

In the spring months I held examinations in the different dis- 
trictst, which were very interesting occasions, as the graduates de- 
livered speeches in the evenings. ln afew instances their commence- 
ment exercises would compare favorably with similar exercises in 
colleges and seminaries. There were seventy-six graduates during 
the year, most of whom showed a thorough knowledge of the com- 
mon school curriculum. There will be more than one hundred grad- 
uates inthe incoming year. I make no argument in favor of this 
system, but will respectfully refer you to Prof. Wade’s Catalogue of 
Monongalia County schools, in which he urges, at some length, its 
adoption throughout the State. I will simply say to Superintendents 
of other counties, Try it with a determination to make it a success 
aad you will soon be convinced of its adaptabilty to the work td be 

one. a 

While visiting-schools, I holdin the evening, éducational meetings, 
which arelargely attended by the citizens, and the result is the par- 
ents take greater interest in the cause. The object of the meetings 
is to stimulate all to greater efforts, and I am satisfied these meetings 
are productive of much good, as I frequently receive letters from the 
teachers saying “your visit has done much toward awakening an in- 
terest in the district, especially your talk to the parents in the even- 
ing. It appears to have awakened them toa sense of the responsibility 
resting upon them." The work of the Superintendent must not be 


` confined to the teachers and pupils, but must reach the masses. In- 


terest the parent and you have secured the interest of the child, 
Many teachers fail for want of the co-operation of the parente, whose 
influence is greater than the teachers, and when the two teacher, and 
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parent, exert opposing influences, the teacher must yieldin many in- 
stances and his work is lost, but let the two work together harmon- 


iously, and the result must and will be all that can be desired. 
Many of our school houses are ornamented with pictures, flowers, 


wreaths, etc., which displays a commendable taste on the teacher's - 


part. The school room should be made «s attractive as possible, as 
it has a refining influence upon the child. In this respect the 
Moundsville graded school and the Benwood graded school buildings, 
with many others in the county, are models of artistic: taste. The 
Teacher's County Association met in Moundsville during the holidays 
and was largely attended, nearly all of the teachers in the County be- 
ing present, It proved to be the most interesting session since its or- 
ganization. Institutes were first introduced in this County by my 
predecessor, S. R. Hassen, an enthusiastic worker in the cause of edu- 
cation. He introduced many reforms in our schools, but none that 


will probably result in more good than the Teachers Institute, but - 


unfortunately, he with other good teachers is not now teaching owing 


to the meagre compensation paid by our Board of Education. I held ` 


District Institutes in different parts of the county, to suit the conven- 
ence of the teachers, which were well attended and a lively interest 


manifested. The citizens are beginning to appreciate these meetings ` 


and are better satisfled with the amendment of the law requiring 


them, than at first, but yet there is considerable disatisfaction among | 


some of the tax-payers. 


I would recommend that the school month be made twenty days, - 


and that the teachers be required to give two days each month to In- 


stitute work without additional pay. Would also recommend a ` 


change in the law in regard to text books. Let the President of the 
Board of Education, of the different districts, with the Board of Ex- 
amination, be empowered to change any text book, or adopt any new 
book, providing that no change shall occur oftener than once in five 


years. The reason I urge this is to enable us to destroy the monopoly ` 


of any one publishing house. We are compelled to pay $1.00, $1.25 or 
even $2.00 now for a book that should cost us not more than 50 cents, 
60 cents or $1.00. To the poor man or indeed to men in ordinary 
circumstances in life, this is a far heavier tax, than that levied for 
the payment of teachers, and it is doing more to-day, to keep thou- 
sands out of our schools than any other half dozen causes combined. 


I would favor the repeal of what is known as the “Local Option" . 


School Law. if it ever was required and was thought necessary, that 
time or that necessity does not now exist. As the law now is, it is a 
waste of time and money, and leaves our school system in a doubt- 
ful condition, which has a tendency to retard imigration to our State. 
This question should be forever settled and should be settled at once, 
"for no intelligent man will care to make his home in a State where 
the question of schools is in doubt. 1 would recommend a law to 


readjust Superintendents salaries, their wages should be sò regulated ` 
should recieve a.salary in proportion to the amount of . 
Ld 


that each one 
labor done. 
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` : MASON COUNTY —Caas. E. Hoce, Supt. 
t The office of a county superintendent of Free School is a very use- 
ful and important one, and he who discharges fully and truly all the 
d duties and responsibilities which this office imposes, accomplishes 
! great good in the direction of  Edueation, not only ‘in his 
. own county, but inthe State at large, [t is this officer’s duty to 
exert every endeavor to supply the people of his county with a good 
` class of teachers; teachers whose literary attainments are up to a 
high standard, and whose moral character should be a fiit model or 
` prototype for the children in the society in which he moves, With 
A such a class of teachers, the school law of our thrifty little State 
` would not fall short of accomplishing the object of ifs enactment, to- 
wit: that of “contributing to securing good behavior and manners on 
the part of our youths, and furnishing the State with exemplary cit- 
i izens." S 
Our county superintendents should be active and persevering in their 
efforts in organizing and conducting county and district Institutes, 
, and should endeavor to impress upon every teacher in attendance 
i that he (the teacher) has, while in the Institute, a work to do; a 
work that cannot be performed by any one else; that Institutes are 
E r for the teacher's benefit and that be should not be slow, to avail him- 
: Self of all the advantages which are thus afforded him. The Insti- 
{on a D 
tute work under the management of an efficient superintendent, can 
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REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. Al 
be made a great and good agency for the advancement of our teacher. 
` The duty. of annually visiting the schools of his county, is a duty 
which the law imposes, that should not be.neglected by the superin- 
tendent. My own limited experience on thi8 point has taught me 
that in this way patrons and children can be wonderfully encouraged 
in the performance of the work of edueation, and these annual vis- 
its contribute largely to securing diligence, neatness, punctuality 
and orderin the teacher. 

There are many of our superintendent, as I am informed who do 
not visit the schools under their supervision more than once in two 
years, and others do not see their schools at all. Thisis matter of 
sincere regret and should not go unnoticed. Here I do not consider 
it improper to suggest that an amendment to the school law would be 
unadvisable, providing that every county superintendent should ap- 
pend to his accounts for official services his own affidavit or that of 
some credible persons to the effect that hehad visited, at least once, ali 
the schools within his county, which were in operation and practicable 
and accessible, during the year for which his account for services is 
rendered. 

` There is one duty required of our county superintendents which is 
no less important than any others which the law imposes, I refer to 
that of makingof his annual report. In this he should be faithfully 
honest, pains-taking and accurate. He should remember that it is 
principally from this service that the State Superintendent is 
enabled to prepare his report, which latter embodies the statistical 
and financial Statement of our schools with reference to the State. 
He should cherish an honest pride to make a correct statement to tho 
State Superintendent of the condition of the schools of his county. 
: Now with reference to the schools of this county, it is my pleasure to 
state, that their condition is a healthy one; such Ithink, at least, as 
to give encouragement to our people. In this county there is a marked 
and growing interest in the line of free education and our warm 
friends and enthusiastic schools have large numbers of supporters. 
As partial evidence of this I mention a county Institute we held in 
September, 1877, in the town.of Clifton, which continued seven days, 
and there was a very large attendance of teachers and citizens during 
the day time, and at night we had an attendance, including teachers, 
of about four hundred persons. During the fall, winter and spring 
of the school year ending August 31, 1878, district Institutes were 
organized and conducted in various parts of our county which were 
well attended, and in which our teachers took an active part. These 
were under the management of good practical teachers of my own 
appointment. Iam informed that these Institutes were highly ap-. 
preciated by the citizens in the vicinities where held. 

There were employed in this county, during the school year, for 
which this report is made, ninoty male teachers at an average salary 
of $31.91, per month and forty-four female teachers at an average 
salary of $30.54 por month. The number of months our schools 
were in operation was different in different districts, running from 
four to nine months, the average number for the whole county being 
five and one-sixth (54) months. The aggregate amount expended in 
our county this year on account of "Teacher's Fund" is $23.303.30, 
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and on account of “Building Fund” the sum of $11,607.64, a part of 
which latter sum was expended in the erection of several new school 
houses, requiring for that purpose the greater portion of the Build- 
ing Fund. The enumeration of youths of school age in this county is 
seven thousand nine hundred and forty-three, whereof five thousand 
one hundred and sixty-six attend our public schools, the average at- 
tendance thereot being the number of three thousand six hundred 
and forty-three, ; 

The cost per capita to educate our youths based on the aggregate 
SE for all purposes and the number attending school is 

6.75. i 

There are in this county (including independent) twelve school 
districts, one hundred and six sub-distriets and one hundred and 
iod schools including the primary departments in the graded 
schools. 

The various branches of learning which our children studied dur- 
ing the year and number engaged therein will be found fully carried 
out and plainly stated in the statistical part of this report. 

As to the operation of our school law, I here offer my observations 
with some degree of delicacy, as I find they suggest some alterations 
and additions to the work which the Legislature of our State, in its wis- 
dom, has seen advisable to do. We have noticed a disposition on the 
partof some of our trustees to exercise an authority which shall extend, 
in its effect, beyond the limits of their official term. ‘This perhaps is 
an authority which they may rightly exercise under the recent, 
decision rendered by the Court of Appeals of New York, in the case 
of Wart against Ray, and reported in 22; Sickel’s (67 N. Y.) Reports. 
We here suggest an amendment to our school law by which the ex- 
ercise of this authority can be restrained.  Betore seeing the decision 
refered to above, my own opinion was that trustees could exercise no 
such power, and so advised in more instances than one. But since 
seeing this decision I am not free to say that such power cannot be 
exercised without authority of law. 

You will observe that the blank form for secretaries of Boards of 
Education to make out their reports on, prepared under the direction 
of the State Superintendent, provides for charging all commissions 
for collecting the school tax to the Building fund. This I think, is 
improper, as each fund should bear the cost of its own collection. 
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McDOWELL COUN TY— ESSE J. GAMBLE, Sup't 


IL- herewith hand you my first sumi report of the condition of the 
-Free Schools of MeDowell County for the school year, ending August 
31st, 1878. The report of the boards to me is in some. extent imper- 
fect. Consequently I am unable to make a complete report, We have 
in the past been laboring under a great many disadvantages, but the 
financial condition of this county is better than it has ever been, and 
the Free School system seems to be growing in favor with the gen- 
eralty of the people. We are in favor of a free education, when a 
few years ago 16 was spoken of in no other manner but objectionable. 
Notwithstanding those discouraging facts the Free School willevent- 
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ually become a success, and meet the favor of every person in this 
county. I have used every means in my power to promote the cause 
of education, and, it is a'source of gratitude to me to be at the head 
of the school, where the people so cheerfully co-operate to promote 
the cause. I must therefore in conclusion, return my most hearty 
thanks for the encouragement and aid they«have given me, and the 
kindness they have shown me during the past year. 
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(No .Written Report). 
TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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MINERAL COUNTY—J. A. SHARPLESS, Sup’t. 

In compliance with the school law, I hereby transmit to your ad- 
dress my annual report. Schools have been taught in every district 
in the county, during the year. The Graded School at Piedmont has 
been gradually rising in point of standard for several years; and 
with the co-operation of patrons, and continued energy upon the part 

D 1 ` d ^ 2N ut 
bs a D $ 52. 7384 € D X wy wet! re a ar © I on K hee ef SP * * E "mu Se 


REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 45 


of the Board of Education, I can see no reason why this school can 
not be made one at which youfíg ladies and-gentlemen may obtain a 
thorough business education. Surely such should be tho ambition 
and desire of all who are in any way interested. 

The “Keyser Independent School District” has opened a school in 
compliance with the act, creating it, which has done much toward es- 
tablishing a school that should enlist the favor of the people of that 
town. 

This school is situated at the county seat, and at a point of inter- 
section, with all parts of the county, and it certainly has facilities 
which if properly used may give the people of that place, a school of 
good grade. f 

The schools in the rural districts show an increased attendance, 
and are improving ın many respects. One pleasing feature of the 
work, is that where it is necessary to build new school houses, the 
Boards are more careful about the kind of buildings they erect, and 
especially is this true in Frankfort District. The buildings are not 
what might be called fine, but they are neat, darable and comfortable. 

The schools have not attained that standard that is desirable, but in 
the main, I have no hesitancy in saying that they are improving. 

With a few exceptions, we bad a very fair class ot teachers, as was 
exhibited in their schools, and, as was shown by their work in the 
Institute. We held our Institute in one session of eight days, begin- 
ning on the 26th of December 1877. It was conducted very much, 
after the plan suggested by yourself. We had actual work upon the 
branches taught in our common schools, and at night, there was pub- 
lie speaking. We adopted regulations, something similar to that of 
à school, and called the roll regularly twice a day, and then we mark- 
ed those tardy, who were not present, as you will see by the accom- 
panying roll of Teachers’ Institute. 

No time was allowed any teacher; who even for good reasons, was 
absent from the day exercises. There was some opposition to the time 
of holding the Institute, as well as a great deal of opposition to the 
law creating the Institute. My limited experience in this work teaches 
me, that it 18 by far the best plan ever yet adopted by the Legislature 
to benefit the teacher. But before leaving the subject of Institute, I 
desire to acknowledge the' services of Prof. F. H. Crago, Messrs, F. 
P. Heskett, Jno. N. Tyusset, Jno. Buchan, R. V. Bosely, D. C. Arnold 
and W. Scott Lee, all of whom have my thanks, gp well as, all who 
were present, and aided me in the work of the Institate. 

The law with reference to colored teachers attending Institutes 
should be amended, so as to make the duty of the county Superin- 
tendent clear upon that subject. Again, Sec. 28 (school law) makes 
it the duty of the Board of Examiners to give due notice of the time 
and place of holding examinations, and fails to make any provisions 
by which the Board can obtain any pay for giving such notices. The 
only true way to give “due notice," is through the papers published 
in the county, and such papers do not care about publishing notices 
of that character for nothing, any more than any other public notice, 
and I can not see why they should do so without; remuneration. 

The law certainly should be so amended as to allow the Board some 
` compensation for giving those notices. Er b et 
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C MONONGALIA COUNTY—A. L. Wane, Sup't. 
= In presenting to the publie my third annual report of the Free 
Schools of Monongalia County, I am able to report that the great edu- 
eational revival, produced by the introduction of the * Graduatiag 
y System" into the primary free schools of this county in 1876, is 
: spreading rapidly, with a fair prospect that it will become universal. 
: As this system, which has produced an interest unparalleled in the 
history of primary school work, had its origin in Monongalia county, 
à it affords me pleasure to be able to report that it has been adopted in 
i several counties of this State, and in various places in Western Penn- 
- : sylvania, and wherever it has been properly tested, it carries with it 
; the spirit of revival. : 
, In order to give the friends of popular education a clear under- 
` Standing of this system, I will answer the question which naturally 
` arises, : | 


What is Meant by the Graduating System ? 


It is simply adopting as a course of study the free school branches, 
^ organiziing the mòre advanced pupils into four separate classes ac- 
cording to their grades, fixing a time in which each pupil is expected 
to complete the course, holding anuual examinations and commence- 
ment exercises in each district, granting diplomas to those who, upon 
examination, are found to be worthy of them, forming alumni asso- 
ciations, and publishing annual catalogues, in which the names of 
graduates and undergraduates appear in the classes to which they re- 
spectively belong. Itis simply applying to primary schools a system 


` ; which, centuries 'ago, was adopted in universities and colleges, and 

: more recently in academies and high schools. Iam unable to see why 
the system was first applied to the highest instead of the lowest edu-' 

7 cational institutions. Beginners need more helps than advanced pu- 

" pils. Neither can I see why a system which has been so long ap- 

" proved:im schools of high grade, was never before applied to primary 
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sehcols. Tt is but reasonable to suppose that a system which would 
stimulate a young man in college, would also stimulate a boy in ‘the 
free school, as human nature is about the same everywhere. But the 
strongest argument in favor of the introduction of the graduating 
system into our free schools, is the fact that wherever it has been 
properly tested it has created an interest among pupils and parents 
never before witnessed in free school work. A few words in refer- 
ence to the work in our own county will not be inappropriate. 
In the spring of 1876 we held our 


First Annual Examination of the Graduating Classes 


of the seven districts of Monongalia county, in seven of the largest 
churches in the county, when one hundred and ninety‘six pupils gradu- 
ated in the free school branches, and received diplomas! In order to give 
some idea of the character of these examinations, .and the interest 
which the people felt in them, I quote from my report of that year : 

“It is a matter of astonishment to many persons that, with a single 
exception, the largest churches in the several districts were insuffi- 
cient to accommodate, even during the day, the vast numbers who 
came to witness the examinations. And these were not disinterested 
spectators ; they were our most intelligent people—the cream of soci- 
ety, men and women who had sons, or daughters, or grand-children, 
or friends in the class, in whom they were deeply interested.” 

In the spring of 1877 we held our 


Second Annual Examinations. 


In order to show the result, I quote from my report of last year: 

“One hundred and ten pupils completed the course, and obtained dip- 
lomas, ‘These were granted by the teachers present, on a scale from 
one to ten—five being medium and ten excellent. No pupil gradu- 
ated whose average was not above seven. It was not expected that 
the class in the county this year would be as large as it was last year, 
as we had last year the cream produced by several years’ work." * * 

“The attendance upon these examinations, both day and night, and 
the interest manifested by the masses in them, were quite equal to 
last year.” 

The annual examinations for the year 1878 were by no means less 
interesting than those of previous years. George W. Atkinson, Esq., 
Editor of the Daily and Weekly Standard, of the city of Wheeling, 
after spending one week in this county, witnessing the examinations 
held at the close of last winter’s term, in a leading editorial, pub- 
lished in the Standard of March 4th, 1878, from which I shallagain 
quote, in speaking of the attendance upon these examinations, says: 
“Such crowds of people we have never seen assembled in the ‘rural 
districts, even at barbecues, during political campaigns.” 

In order that all may understand what is meant by the free school 
course, I will say that the law prescribes 


A Course of Study wn the Free Schools. 


Section 11 of the school law reads as follows: "In the primary 
schools there ‘shall be taught Orthography, Reading, Penmanship, 
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; Arithmetie, English Grammar, History, Geography, and such other 
. branches as the Board of Education may direct. 
No college or university has a course of study more clearly defined 
' than the law prescribes for our free schools. 
~] The testimony of our best teachers, founded upon observation, is 
that if a pupil, twelve or fourteen years of age, consent to take up the 
above course of study, for the purpose of completing it in a given 
"length of time, he will take up and complete all the branches in less 
time than he would otherwise complete one branch. 
If a pupil has but one study, when he tires upon that, he will have 
nothing upon which to rest. Give him several studies, and when he 
- tire upon one, he will rest upon another. . 
ES It is not the length of time a pupil spends upon his subject, but 
the intensity of thought that benefits him. It is possibile that the 
grasping of some grand subject in à moment of time may give a pu- 
pil more mental strength and more knowledge than he would obtain 
from carelessly and aimlessly looking over his books for a fortnight. 
Whether the object of an' education be the acquisition of knowledge 
z or the training of brains, nothing will be accomplished unless there 
be a mental awakening. 
, I believe that the introduction of the graduating system into pri- 
mary schools will prove to be to the school-room what the mowing 
machine is to the farm, or the sewing machine to the family, a time 
E saving invention. 
e its introduction into the free schools of Monongalia county 
in 1876, : 


The Graduating System has been Adopted in Seveval Counties in this 
` State and Various Places in Western Pennsylvania, 


: , In order to prove that this system works well outside of this coun- 
ty, l give below the testimony of county superintendents and educa- 
cators where it has been adopted: , 

‘ Ata county Institute which I conducted at Moundsville, Marshall 
g county, West Virginia, during the holidays in 1876, the “graduating 

system” was unanimously adopted. ' 
; The system was put,in operation by W. M. Wirt, county superin- 
AES. tendent, who writes to me under date of February 19th, 1877: “We 
- . Aare havihg. & revival of education in our county. We have been 
T ' holding educational meetings for some time, and the people are very 
: much interested in education. Please send me a blank diploma, as 
we want to get some printed." 

Prof. F. H. Crago, of Moundsville, writes under date of March 20th, . 
1877: “As far as I hear, the schools of the county are having new 
life from the inauguration of your system of graduation. Educa- 
tional meetings are being held throughout the county." 

Prof. W. K. Pendleton, State Superintendent, writes me under date 
of March 6, 1878: “The plan of conferring diplomas on graduates is 
adopted in Marshall, I presume through your example, and Superin- 
: tendent Wirt tells me it works finely." 1 learn that about 100 gradu- 
s. ated the present year. | 
Ata'county teachers’ Institute, which I conducted in Middlebourne, 
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Tyler county, West Virginia, November 20th, 2tst, 22d and 23d, 1877, 
the graduating system was adopted. Superintendent T. N. Parks put 
the system into operation at once. On the 29th of March, 1878, he 


wrote me as follows: “Our examinations and commencement exer- - 


cises are over, and I feel a great deal of my former anxiety about the 
success of the graduating system in Tyler is gone. Jam well pleased 
with its success in our county, and hope to make it a still greater 
power for good. Forty-one pupils graduated in the county.” 

Jon. M. Satterfield, Superintendent, of Marion county, wrote me 
under date of Dec. 31st, 1877: : 

* Accept my thanks for the catalogue you sent me; also allow me 
to congratulate you upon the great success with which your gradu- 
ating system is meeting. The system has certainly worked wonders 
in the short time during which it has been.in operation. One by one 
the counties are introducing and trying it. Marion is laying the plan 
to this end. Quite a number of graduating classes have been formed, 
some to complete the course this year. So far as I have acted in this 
direction, the greatest encouragement has attended me, and I am led 
to believe that the system has something grand in way of results for 
our county." As one result of Mr. Satterfield’s work, I have before 
me a neatly printed catalogue of the free schools of Marion county 
for 1877-8, from which I learn that 128 pupils graduated at the end of 
the last winter's term. 

This systém was adopted in Greene county, Pennsylvania, (a coun- 

2 queis on our county,) at a county teachers’ Institute held in 
x Waynesburg, Dec. 25th to 29th, 1876. . 

Prof A. F. Silvius, county superintendent of the above county, 
wrote me from Waynesburg, under date February 19th, 1877: “We 
are having a little opposition to the introduction of the system of 
classification, but it will not amount to much, I believe it can be 
made a success.” 

For some cause no examinations of graduating classes were held 
until the spring of 1878. I have seen a specimen of a very neat dip- 
loma awarded to each graduate, but I am uninformed as to the num- 
ber of graduates. 

Dr. F. H. Patton, of West Newton, Westmoreland county, Penn- 
sylvania, wrote me under date of Nov. 20th, 1877: “At the last 
meeting of our board I presented your plan, read from your report, 
and with such arguments as [ could suggest, had the satisfaction of 

» having the board unanimously adopt the plan, with slight and unim- 
portant modifications.” j 

The following note from the same gentleman, dated West Newton, 
Pa, May 28th, 1878, explains itself: “The Diploma System has 
been a grand success, Nine members ot the advanced class, after two 
days’ examination by competent committee, received diplomas. I 
enclose copy of diploma. No event in history of school has awaken- 
ed such interest,'and the good is just begun." 

Having referred to the success that has attendod this system, where 
it has been adopted, I propose next to speak of tbe prospects of its 

| introduction into all the free schools of West Virginia 


State Teachers’ Association of West Virginia Recommends its Adoption. 
At the State Teachers’ Association, held at Martinsburg, West Vir- 
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ginia, August 28th, 29th and 30th, 1877, a resolution was presented 
by Prof. H. Bonar, of Moundsville Graded School, and amended by 
Prof J. MeMurran, Principal of Shepherdstown Normal School, 
which amendment was adopted by a vote of the association, and reads 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the system introduced by Superintendent A. L. 
Wade, into the free schools of Mongalia county, providing for grading 
schools, holding annual district examinations, and granting diplomas 
to pupils who complete the free school branches, be recommended to 
the county superintendents throughout West Virginia for their adop- 
tion." 

Hon..W. K. Pendleton, State Superintendent, writes me from 
Wheeling, West Virginia, June 8th, 1878: “The next meeting of 
the State Teachers’ Association is August 27th. Would like you to 
prepare a paper setting forth, in practical detail, the methods of grad- 
ing common schools. The matter is attracting interest in many parts 
of the State, and many counties are in condition to introduce the sys- 
tem.” 


Hts Adoption has been Recommended by the Press Throughout the State. 


My limited space will allow me to refer only toa few of the lead- 
ing journals. 

The following references to the editorial columns of three newspa- 

ers published in the city of Wheeling, having each a daily and week- 
y issue, and wielding a greater influence than any other three papers 
in the State, show, in a clear light, the opinions of the several editors. 

The Wheeling Zntelligencer, in its issue of December 27th, 1876, 
contains a leading editorial entitled “A Great Step Forward in Educa- 
tion in West Virginia,” in which the graduating system, as intro- 
duced into the free schools of Monongalia county, is carofully review- 
ed, and its adoption throughout the State is earnestly recommended, 

‘The Wheeling Register in its issue of Nov. 19th, 1877, contains an 
editorial from which I extract the following: “The proof of the 
pudding is in the eating. The value of Mr. Wade's plan has borne 
the test of experience. It is a laborious plan and need not be at- 
tempted by an ignorant, careless, or lazy superintendent. While it is 
like all valuable pieces of machinery, very simple, it needs brains, 
tact and enthusiasm to cause it torun. Where all these qualities are 
possessed, this little piece of school machinery works as quietly, 
smoothly and effectivelyas a Corliss engine.” 

The Wheeling Standard, in its issue of March 4th, 1878, contains an 
article on the graduating system written by the editor G. W. Atkin- 
son, Esq., after he had spent one week in our county, witnessing the 
annual examinations and commencement exercises of our free schools, 
from which I make the following extract: “We cannot commend Mr, 
Wade's ‘plan’ too highly. It is just the thing to bring our public 
schools up to the standard of usefulness and respectability which they 
were intended by the authors of law to be. It is a common sense 
plan, and wherever it has been introduced it has worked like a 
charm. * * * After having witnessed the entire workings of the 
system inaugurated by Mr. Wade, we are now more than ever in fa- 
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vor of it, and sincerely hope that our State Superintendent will make 
it a part of his next report to the Legisiature, asking its adoption.” 
The West Virginia Educational Monthly, published in the city of 
Parkersburg, West Virginia, has from time to time, in tho most com- 
plimentary manner, referred to the work of this system and urged its 
adoption throughout the State. l 
So faras I am aware, not a single uncomplimentary notice of this 
system has appeared in any of our newspapers; although most of the 
papers ofthe State have made frequént reference to our work. 


This System has been Approved by Leading Educators Who Have Wit- 
nessed its Operations. 


I name a few prominent educators of West Virginia, who after wit- 
nessing the annual examinations, and commencement exercises of our 
free schools have complimented the system. 

Prof. W. R. White, ex-State Superintendent of West Virginia. 

Rey. J. R, Thompson, President of West Virginia University. 

Prof. H. L. Cox, late Principal of Morgantown Graded School. 

Prof. F. S. Lyon, Vice President of West Virginia University. 

Prof. F. H. Crago, Principal of Moundsville Graded School. 

Prof. D. B. Purinton, of Preparatory Department of West Virginia 
University. 

Before closing these references I desire to say that educators in 
Eastern Ohio are looking with favor upon this system, as the follow- 
ing extract from a lotter written on this subject by G. W. Atkinson, 
Esq., will show. It is dated Wheeling, West Virginia, Dec. 24th 1877 : 
“The plan is growingin popularity. The astern Ohio Institute at 
Bellaire, a few weeks ago, discussed it in a favorable light.” 

I tiave given this array of testimony and these responsible refer- 
ences in ordar that county superintendents and teachers may be able 
to judge of the propriety of introducing the graduating system into 
the several counties of the State. ° 

I propose now to speak ofthe 


Work of the Free Schools of Monongalia County for the Year Ending Au- 
gust ist, 1878, 


This county is divided into eight school districts, viz: Battelle, 
Cass, Clay, Clinton, Grant, Morgan, Union, and the District of Mor- 
gantown. The Board of Education of the District (of Morgantown, 
in the year 1868, purchased of the State, the spacious building and 
grounds known as “Monongalia Academy,”* for the sum of thirteen 
thousand five hundred dollars. The seven other districts are sub- 
divided, forming eighty-one sub-districts, We have, in these sub- 
districts, eighty-one frame school-houses, nearly uniform in size and 
architectural style and beauty. Two new houses, one in Clay District 
and the other in Battelle District, will be ready tor use by the time 
our schools open this fall. 

I desire to call the attention of Boards of Education to the propriety 
ofintrodueing improved school furniture, such as the adjustable seat 
and folding desk in new houses, and where they are needed in, houses 
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already built, and to the necessity of putting inside shutters in each. 
school-house, or otherwise arranging to protect the pupils from the, 
glaring light of the sun's rays. - 

-I wish again to:recomimend that each school which is not already 
supplied, should: be furnished with outline maps, a.globe, and a copy 
of Webster's Unabridged Dictionary. 

The houses in which the children of the masses are to be educated 
should be healthfuland handsome, and remind us more of a palace 
than a prison. The health and comfort of teachers and pupils require 
that the school-house be kept clean and well aired.— Trustees of each 
school-house should see that the person employed to keep it warm and 
clean does his work well. Most of our school-houses are kept in fair 
order. The recommendations I have made would cost the tax-payers 
but little and that little would prove a paying investment. 

Pictures have a wonderful influence over children, effecting both 
manners and morals. Some teachers claim that a pupil is not likely 
to become sullen, or to act cruelly or disorderly in a room filled with 


. beautiful pictures>—Let each teacher. try the plan. 


Teachers Employed. 


We employed last fall in our free schools, eighty-eight teachers, 
sixty-six males and twenty-two females; thirteen were married and 
seventy-five single; eighty-four were residents of this county and the 
residue were Pennsylvanians; four of them graduated in the Morgan- 
town Female Seminary and three of them in the Fairmont Normal 
School; fifteen of them had never before taught, the residue were all 
teachers of more or less experience. Never before in the history of 
our free schools did we employ so few teachers trom abroad, and 
never were our schools more interesting. 

A few of our trustees still hold to the old opinion, “get a teacher that 
the children don’t know—a teacher who don’t know the children.” 
There never was a more mistaken idea. If a man has a team of sev- 
eral young horses and desires to employ a driver to take charge of 
them, he will not prefer a man that the horses don't know—a man 
who don't know the horses. Now .why will a man refuse to let a 
stranger take charge of the training of his colts, and then prefer to 
have a stranger take charge of the training of his children. 

The following extract from the proceedings of the State Teachers’ 
Association, held at Parkersburg, August 27th to 29th, 1878, shows, 
in a clear light, the-opinion of the leading educators in West Virginia ' 
on this subject : 

“The following resolution offered by A. L. Wade was adopted : 

* Resolved, That it is the sense of this Association that the itinerant 
system in schools, or the practice of changing the teachers every year - 
in most of the free schools of the State, is unwise. Experience and 
observation have proved that it is better to retain the services of the 
teacher of each school so long as he does good work and is acceptable 
‘to the patrons of his school.” ` 


Teachers’ Institutes are Unpopular With the People. 


I have found no other machinery connected with our free school 
system so difficult to render popular as teachers’ institutes. Our peo- 
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ple have not been unreasonable in their opposition, but most of them 
disapprove the law which makes provision for holding Institutes at 
the cost ofthe tax-payer. I learn from reliable sources, that opposi- 
tion to Institutes, under the present law, is almost universal through- 
out the State. 

As the free school system rests upon the popular will, as not one 
dollar of tax can be levied or collected for free school purposes in any 
district unless “a majority of the ballots cast in the district shall have 
written or printed thereon ‘for school levy, ” as the retention of an 
unpopular provision in the school law may, in some section, endanger 
the success of the free school system itself. I think the next Legisla- 
ture should so amend the school law, that at the next school clection 
the sense of the voters be taken for and against Institutes, as the 
sense is taken for and against levy. Unless the law requiring Insti- 
tutes be modified in many respects; unless more elements of popu- 


larity be introduced into it, the repeal of that provision in the school - 


law would, in my opinion, be generally approved. 

I believe it would pay the patrons of the public schools, if they 
would give their teachers the advantage ot Institute drill, two days in 
each month, but if the people do not see it in that light, [ doubt the 
propriety of forcing them to foot the bills. 

As one of the greatest hindrances in the road to success in our at- 
tempts to educate the masses is lack of attendance, I propose to speak 
of some of the 


H 


Causes of, and, Remedies for Non-Attendance. 


One of the most fruitful sources of non-attendance upon.our Free 
schools is the extravagant prices charged for school books. The 
Legislature of West Virginia, several years ago, provided that a cer- 
tain series of school books should be used in the free schools of the 
State, and made it a penal offence to use any other, but made no con- 
tract withthe publishers as to the prices which the patrons of these 
schools shouid pay for the books. 

When this series of books was adopted, the currency was greatly in- 
flated; and now, when we are down to a specie basis, the publishers 
demand and receive former prices for their books, and as there is no 
competition, the peoplé must either pay the prices or do without 
school books. Many parents throughout the State, from necessity or 
choice, are doing without school books and keeping their children 
at home. Our State Legislature can, and I hope will do something to 
lessen the burden that-thus rests upon the people of the State. 

Ifthe publishers of the above series will make no reduction in prices, 
then, 1 say, repeal the act requiring a certain series throughout the 
State, and provide that each county in the State adopt a uniform 
series for its schools, upon the condition that in adopting any new 
series, the introduction shall be made by exchanging the new series 
for the old, without additional cost to those who have the old series. 

The Board of Regents of the West Virginia University has arrang- 
ed to furnish the students who attend the same; text-books at cost. A 
pon of this kind might perhaps, be made to apply throughout the 
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But every plan to obtain cheap text-books, that I have ever seen 
proposed will give but temporary relief. Publishers of school books 
have formed their “rings,” and no one State will be able to break 
them. They are as independent as the manufacturers of sewing ma- 
chines were before Congress refused to renew their patents. , 

This system of extortion is not confined to West Virginia. From 
every State in the Union the cry comes up, give us cheaper school 
books. It comes from parents who are unable to pay present prices. 
lt comes trom children who are kept at home for want of books to 
enable them to attend school. Of all thesecular books published, the 
textbooks tor the masses in our public schools should be the cheap- 
est, and yet with the exception of works on law and medicine, they 
are the ‘dearest. 

Now asthe Federal Government is founded upon the popular will, 
as our free institutions rest upon the intelligence of the people, as is 
is the duty of the several States to foster a system of free schools, I 
maintain that it would be wise legislation if Congreas should pro- 
vide that the Fedéral Government furnish, at cost of printing and 
binding, school books for the masses attending the primary schools of 
the several States of the Union. Let Congress provide that the 
National Bureau of Education shall publish a series-of school books, 
of the highest order, to be furnished to the several States that may 
adopt them, at the cost of printing and binding. 

Vast sums of money, arising from the sale of public lands, have 
from time to time, been appropriated by the National Congress for . 
the endowment of colleges, in order to encourage higher education, 
and much good has thereby been accomplished. Why not begin at 
the other endof the line, and aid the masses in obtaining a knowl- 
edge of the elementary branches? The nation’s representatives 
have wisely provided cheap mail facilities. A postal card can be pur- 
chased for one cent, and yet the Post Office Department agrees to 
carry it with the message written thereon, without additional chatge, 
to any post office in the United States to which it may be directed. 
Newspapers and letters are carried from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
and all over the land, as well as to foriegn ports, at rates so low, that 
often in a single year, there is a deficiency in the Post Office Depart- 
ment amounting to millions of dollars, and yet we would not be will- 


. ing to see our postal system abolished, or the rates of postage in- 


creased. 

A vast number of publie documents are annually published and 
sent, free of charge. through the mails to almost every part of the 
country, many of them to be thrown aside and never read or exam- 
ined; aud, although they cost the nation annually a sum that would 


furnish text books for all the poor children in the publie schools in 


the land, we cheerfully consent to pay for the publication of these 
statements of the receipts, expenditures and resources of the various 
departments of the Federal Government. 

If our representatives in the next Congress should make an ap- 
propriation to erect and equip a suitable building, in which to pub- 
lish a national Series’ of school books, to be sold at cost, (which 
would be about one-fourth the amount we now pay for school books), 
the rising generations would regard them as philanthopists. Such 
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an establishment would be to our system of popular education what 
the American Bible Society is to Christianty in this country, an in- 
stitution of which we would feel proud. 

The great American Bible.Society, which sells its publications at 
cost,and donates tothe poor, furnishes a neatly printed and handsomely 


bound -Bible for twenty-five cents, which sum covers the cost of. 


printing and binding. 

L appeal to the publie press to bring this matter before the people. 
I appeal to our State Legislature to consider the propriety of recom- 
mending, in some form, such a measure, Lastly, I appeal to'our rep- 
resentatives in the Congress of the nation to place within the reach 
of the rich and the poor a series of school books of the highest order. 


“He who contributes to the support of free schools does more for 
the perpetuity of a free government than standing armies or strong 
fortifications,’ is a declaration made by a patriot, and it has never 
been coutradicted by an intelligent statesman. 

Having dwelt at length upon what I regard one of the leading 
causes of non-attendance, I propose now to give some methods for 
increasing attendance. 

The compulsory law, adopted by some of the states of this Union, 
has, I can safely say, proved a failure. Some of the states which 
have tried its workings, have already repealed it, and in most of the 
other states it remains a dead letter upon the statute boole.. It is un- 
popular, and cannot be enforced. 

The common-sense plan is to make the salary of the teacher de- 
pend, in some degree, upon a fair average attendance. This plan, 
which I have advocated for several years past, is growing in favor 
throughout the State, as will be seen from the proceedings of the 
State Teachers’ Association, held at Parkersburg, August 27th to 
29th, 1878: 

“The following resolution was offered by A. L. Wade, and adopted: 

“Resolved, That it is the sense ot this Association that the school 
law should be so amended that the teachers’ salary shall, in some de- 
gree, depend upon a fair average attendance.”’ 

A teacher who can bring into his school an average attendance of 
seventy-five per cent. of the youth entitled to attend the same. is cer- 
tainly worth more than one who can bring in an average attendance 
of only thirty-five per cent. t 

l find as a rule, to which there may be exceptions, that the atten- 
dance upon a school is an index to the character of the work done in 
that school. Where the per cent. of attandeuce is low, there is gen- 
erally a lack of interest inside of the school-room. The school luw, 
which requires an average attendance of thirty-five per cent. of all 
youth entitled to attend, should, in my judgement, be so amended as 
to require a higher per cent. Then each teacher, upon beginning his 
8chool, would be interested in having a good attendance on the first 
day of school. He and his friends would work to bring the pupils in- 
to school. 

The influence of an efficient and popular teacher, exerted through 
his friends and by personal appeals to the youth of a community, 
would do more to remedy non-attendance than officers under a com- 
pulsory law would do. 
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In order to create an emulation in the matter of attendance be- 
tween the several districts of our county, I offered last winter, as a 
prize, a beautiful banner suitably inscribed to the district having the 
highest per cent. of attendance. a 

Ata meeting of the Presidents of the Boards of Education of this 
county, held at the court house on Monday the 24th of June, 1878, 
the above banner was awarded to Union District, (said district hav- 
ing the highest attendance) to be held by said district for one year, or 
until some other district shall excel all the other districts in the 
county, in which case, Union District agrees, in accepting it, to pub- 
licly surrender said banner to the district so excelling in attendance. 

The name of ihe district and the date have been placed upon the 
banner, and will remain there, even though the banner be surrender- 
ed to another district, in which case the name of the district which 
shall receive it from Union will be inscribed upon it, together with 
the date of obtaining it. There is sufficient space upon the banner to 
allow the names of all the districtss in the county, to be inscribed up- 
on it. Should any district obtain the banner a second time, the date 
of the second presentation will be inscribed upon it. 

The following report of the committee which awarded the banner 
to Union District, shows the average per cent, of attendance in each 
district : 

“ MoRGANTOWN, West VA., 
“June 24th, 1878, 

«At ameeting of the County Banner Committee of the Free Schools 
of Monongalia county, to ascertain the highest per cent. of attend- 
ance attained by the several districts of said county, we, the under- 
signed committee, find, from the reports of the District committees, 
the average to be as follows: 

Clinton District, 60 per cent. of attendance, 


Morgan  * 53 We ie 
Union ee 67 de 
Grant te 61 t c£ 
Cass n 6)  * i: 
Báttele  * 61 gw t 
Clay ? Hi 55 Di [14 " 


«We therefore, award the ‘County Banner’ to Union District, to be 
held one year, or till it shall be excelled by some other district. 
: «JAMES S. WATSON, 
S. H. SHRIVER, 
James HARE, 
A. W. BROWN, 
COLEMAN VANDERVORT, 
“Committee.” 


} 


The average per cent. of attendance in this county for the year was 
sixty per cent. of all entitled to attend, which was ten per cent. more 
than we ever reached before  lintroduced the system of prize ban- 
ners after I commenced visiting schools, and presented the matter to 
each school at the time of my visit, and yet great interest was pro- 
duced in most of the schools. "Teachers, pupils and parents inquired 
of me why I did not inform them before school commenced of the 
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prizes offered, stüting that tf T'Had-done en, they would have had 
every pupil in school on the first day of the term. 


I am of the opinion that we will beable to increase the per cent. 


of attendance the coming year ten or fifteen per cent. over last year. 
lt is &nreasonable to suppose we can reach one hundred per cent. 
Sonie who are enumerated, are married, some are sick or otherwise 
disabled. ` l 


Visiting Schools. 


I commenced visiting schools the last week in November, and vis- 
ited every school in the county, spending usually a morning or after- 
noon in each, 

I held, during, the year, fifty evening meetings, including our 
annual meeting and commencement exercises; thirty-six in churches 
and fourteen in school-houses. 

Desiring to encourage our advanced pupils to engage in composing 
articles for publication, we continued the plan heretofore introduced, 
of making newspaper correspondents of our advanced pupils. 

At each one of our educational meetings, af the request of the 
editors, a corresponding secretary for each of our county papers— 
the Morgantown New Dominion and the Post—was appointed to report 
the proceedings of the meeting and any other matters of interest 
that they might wish to report. Not less than one ‘hundred of our 
young people were in this way, within the past year, led to engage 
in the high work of writing for the press. i 

We held during the past winter the second annual meetings of „the 
Alumni of the Free Schools of Monongalia County. ` 

An Alumni association was, in the winter of 1876-7, organized in 
each district in the county. These associations are each composed 


A 


of the graduates of the several districts in which they are organized. . 


The exercises in each of these meetings consisted of original and 
select orations, essays and select readings. No public meetings held 
in the interest of our Free Schools, have attracted larger erowds than 
these Alumni meetings. 

Fhe association iu cach district elects annually by ballot, from its 
own body, a president, vice president and secretary. : 

Those who are richly endowed with gifts, that fit them for the high 
work of speaking from the platform or pulpit, are being early train- 
ed to be self possessed when addressing popular assemblies, while 
others, whose duties and dispositions, will lead them in the private 
paths of life, are being prepared to read, without embarrassment, for 
the benefit of others ` ` ` 

. The Alumni of this county, numbers now nearly four hundred 
members. The fears entertained by some people, that when a pupil 
graduates he will céase to study, have by no means been realized. 
The members of the graduating class of each year desire to excel the 
class of the previous year, not only in scholarship, but in general in- 
GE The influence of these young people is not confined to 
uatters pertaining to education. The Sunday Schooi and the church 
are fields in which many.of them are working, and in which they 
are destined to become vot only useful, but prominent. Several of 
them have, during the past year, been invited to Celiver orations and 
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read essays at our anniversaries, pic-nics and Sunday School celebra- 
tions. 

What I have said of the Free School work in this county,-refers 
only to the country districts, and my report would be incomplete, 
should I close without making special reference to the Morgantown 
Graded School, which is intended to accommodate the white popula- 
tion of the Morgantown Independent School District, This district, 
which has an enumeration of four hundred youths, is kept open eight 
months in the year. Prof. H. L. Cox, principal of this school for six 
years past, declined to be an applicant for the position the present 
year, and Prof. B. S. Morgan, a graduate of West Virginia University, 
was appointed to take charge of the school. Prof. Cox, on retiring, 
is followed by the good will of the patrons and pupils of the school, 
and it is to be hoped that Prof. Morgan, who brings with him ripe 
scholarship, and some .experience in teaching, will, by his work, ren- 
der himself as deservedly popular as his predecessor. > 

In concluding this report, I desire to publicly acknowledge my grati- 
tude to the Great Giver of all good for preserving my life and health, 
and that of my family, so that in visiting the schools of this county 
five years in succession, I have never been detained on aecount of 
personal or family affliction. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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MONROE COUNTY.—J. P. CAMPBELL, Sup’t. 


In submitting this report at this late date, I wish to say that my 
delay is owing to the imperfectreports made by the sceretaries which 
required time and labor to correct and complete, and even now the 
financial part of the report is not as perfect as I hoped, and for 
which I spared neither time nor labor, to make it. These imper- 
fections grow out,of failures upon the part of sheriffs and boards, 
for several years previous to 1877, to make the annual set- 
tlements required of them by law. There bas been an improvement 
in these things in the last year or two, and I am glad to say, that 
under the managementof the present efficient sheriff and a deputies, arid 
boards of this county, this evil which has been the source of so 


Se at » 
Se 27 


Ji 
9 ua Xo 


SUAE 
PUER 


much confusion, will soon be removed. The Boards promise to adopt 3 
such measures during this year as will enable them to make a com- SÉ 
plete exhibit of all things pertaining to the finances ofthe school system 8 
of the county in their next annual report, You will find the statis- 3 
tical part of this report correct. ae 
I visited all the schools taught during the year eighty-one in num- 3 


ber, most of which I found to be in a prosperous condition. The 
general attendance was better than that of any previous years, owing 
in part to the new feature in law, requiring an attendance of thirty- - 
five per cent in order to continue a school, which serves as a mild 
compulsory law. One school was discontinued on account of failure 
to make the required per cent. I think also, that the improvement 
in attendance was owing to a decided improvement in our teachers, 
as a very large majority of the teachers employed were first class, 
not only accordingly to the grade of ‘their certificates, but as shown 
by the fruit of their faithful labors, in devoting themselves to the 
highest interest of those committed to their care. 

I find that the law requiring the office of Ee to be filled by 
three, instead of one as formerly, does not work well. It very 
frequently happens that there are three or four teachers applying 
for one school, the trustees fail to agree, and so refer tbe selection of 
à teacher to the patrons, they meet, hold an election which results in 
the choice of one by a bare majority, hence the opposing party are 
dissatisfied, and about half the school term expired before they be- 
come reconciled to send their children. I use every influence with 
ee to get them to employ teachers with reference to the wishes 
of patrons. : 


he law authorizing Teachers Institutes, was put in operation early ' 
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inthe year. The Institute met with very great opposition, on- the 
part of the publie, who claim that the time allowed the Institutes 
. Should not be taken from the school month. They would favor 
Institutes, were the teachers required to attend at their own expense. 
The opposition to the Institute is not confined to the public, as T 
3 believe a majority of the teachers of this county are opposed to the 


; 


law ; especially those who are teaching not for any love they have 
r for the business, but who are teaching for the sake of the money, 
Y and who do not intend to make teaching a profession. My own 


: position on the subject is, that while the Institute has failed to some 
extent, to accomplish the object designed, it is in its infancy and must 
have age and experience in order to secure the objects in view. 
began the Institute work by holding two days sessions, but soon 
foundit better to extend the sessions to four and five days. 

In conclusion I would say, that I think upon the whole the schools 
of this county are in a prosperous condition and are gadually com- 
ing to the great object to be attained-—the education of the masses. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, 
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MORGAN COUNTY.—GzonaE Buok, Sup't.« 


k i ; 
v. The past scholastic year has been one of unusual success in 
S school matters in this county. : 


` , Our best citizens were found willing to accept the ungalaried offices 
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of our Eree School system, and serve the people efficiently without, 

remuneration. ‘Lhe teachers gave general satisfaction. 

The attendance, including the average daily attendance, was larger 
than in any previous year of our school history. The Baltimore & 
. Ohio Railroad Company, for the first time, paid local school taxes in 

our county, The Board of Education of Bath -District erected, at 
Berkeley Springs, one of the finest school buildings in the State, a 
large two-story brick, containing four commodious school-rooms, heat- 
ed with hot air furnaces, and furnished with the best patent seais and 
desks; a building calculated to reflect credit upon the district, the 


county and the State, and to be of lasting benefit to those who are edu- 
cated within its walls. 


` d 


Two school houses are also being built in Cacapon District ; one for ` 


the colored people at Pawpaw, the other to take the place of an old 
one 

Several of our school-houses have been repaired; a few others need 
it. Arrangements have been made for establishing a colored school 
at Berkeley Springs. A County Teacher's Institute was held at Berke- 
ley Springs extending through a period of eight days, which was at- 
tended by twenty-six of our twenty-nineteachers. 'Twoof those who 
failed to attend the County Institute have not applied for a school this 
year. A Peabody Institute of five days’ continuance was likewise 
held at Berkeley Springs in the latter part of July, conducted by 
Professor Joseph MeMurran of Shepherd College, which was reason- 
ably well attended, considering the busy season with our farmer 
teachers ; but not as well attended as it should have been, Professor 
MeMurran is a good instructor. His work was highly appreciated 


by our teachers, and I am sure they were greatly benefited by his la- 
bor amongst us. 


Our teachers are improving as rapidly as circumstances will admit. 
Two of them attended the Shepherdstown Normal School a part of 
last year. Ina majority of.our schools the people interested are de- 
manding a teacher holding a number one certificate. Heretofore we 
have had but a four month’s term except in one district; in the com- 
ing year we shall have a six months’ term in half the county, te-wit, 
in Bath, Cacapon, and Sleepy Creek Districts. Our present efficient 
Sheriff; Henry Willard, has paid all the teachers promptly, and I he- 
lieve, has made all the settlements required of him. e were fur- 
nished a sufficient number of copies of the school law to supply our 
school officers generally. A majority of our secretaries sent 1n neat, 
and very nearly correct reports, in proper time. One report, how- 
ever, was not received until the 12th of October. All the branches 
prescribed by law are taught in nearly all our schools. I would add 


book-keeping to the course, and substitute the Eclectic for Mitchell’s 
geographies. 


i 


A sufficient number of well qualified teachers is the great requisite ` 
of the Free School system. 

From one-fourth to one-third ofour teachers, and generally the 
best ones, leave the profession every year.. How can their places be 
filled with qualified teachers without too much expense to the people? 
l answer first; by retaining the County Institue as a means ot in- 
troducing uniformity and method into our schools, and at a school for 
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teachers eight days each year. In my opinion eighty days teaching 
by a teacher who has attended an Institute eight days will be equiva- 
lent to eighty-eight days teaching by the same teacher without the 
benefit of the Institute. If I am correct, then, the Institute will cost 
nothing, and should be retained. It will be necessary, however, 
for Boards of Education to enforce the penalty for non-attendance, 
otherwise teachers living at a distance from where the Institute is 
held will not attend. Secondly, I would establish, or at least encour- 
age, a School for teachers in each county. Perhaps a private sub- 
scription school, in which the art of teaching should form a prominent 
part of the course, taught by a competent teacher, about three months 


each year, commencing at the expiration of the publie schools, would. 


answer the purpose. Teachers, then, who had taught during the 


"winter, could attend this school in the summer., Other persons ex- 


pecting to become teachers could likewise attend this school at less 
expense than by going abroad to school. 

But the surest plan,and probably the cheapest to obtain good 
teachers, would be for the people, through their Boards of Education, 
to offer sufficient salaries for good teaching, and teachers will then, 
somewhere, or some how, qualify themselves for the work; and 
teachers already qualified will have no inducement to leave the pro- 
fession for a more paying business. We might as well expect to buy 
the best family flour at $1.00 a barrei, as to expect to hire good teach- 
ers, for less money than they can make at some other business in the 
same time. Another topic deserves passing notice, As the attend- 
ance at school, though growing larger every year, is still far less than 
it should be. I would favor a compulsory school law whenever legis- 
lative wisdom shall be competent to the task of framing one that will 
be effective in its provision without being too oppresive upon 
any class of our people. I must again recommend that Stahl’s 
Register, which is “a stumbling block" to some of our teachers, 
and “a rock of offense to others, be discarded, and that in its stead 
the State furnish financial books for the secretaries. The duty 
of the secretary in keeping accounts would then be reduced to the 
mere filling up of certain blanks, which should correspond to the re- 
port he is required to make. Uniform and correct reports might 
then be expected, instead of dissimilar and generally inaccurate ones. 

With the use of Stahl’s Register, and our daily register, we have 
two records of the attendance. One would answer. Without such 
financial books as I have mentioned, we have no satisfactory record 
of the money expended. Again, if we use Stahl’s Register. we want 
about three thousand seven hundred of them; there being about that 
many teachers. These, at $6.00 a piece, the only stated price I have 
seen (see Acts of 1875, page 197) would cost about $22,000.00, and 
last not longer than two years ; making a cost of $11,000.00 ayear. * 

We would need but three hundred and fifty or sixty secretaries’ 
books, which would probably cost $1,000.00 in all, and last about five 
years; making a cost of only $200.00 a year instead of $11,000,00 for 


_the register.* 


* Superintendent Wade’s plan of organizing graduating classes in our 
Common Schools was presented to our teachers last winter and re- 


^ The Stahl’s Registers cost Jess than $1,00 a piece and annually for the whole State, about $1,000.00 
STATE SUPERINTENDENT. 
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jected by neatly all of them. "We shall probably be able to introduce 


the plan in a modified shape in the coming winter. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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NICHOLAS COUNTY.—Josera L. Swrrm, Supt. i 


The foregoing financial report approximates correctness. Several 
items, especially “orders unpaid at beginning" 
at end of school year," were omitted by the district secretaries, in 
their reports to me, and of course conld not be incorporated in mine. 


Some confusion seems to have arisen in the accounts of one or two of. 


the district boards, which we hope to correct during the ensuing year. 

I believe our school system is growing in favor with the people of 
this county, and that from a crude beginning, it has year by year 
grown in efficiency until those who were once its enemies are forced 
to admit that now ibis doing a good work. Iam glad, in this con- 


nection, to be able to report that the teachers of the county have ta-. 
ken a lively interest in the Institutes, and, with few exceptions, all, 


attended the full time required by law. At the County Instiiute last 
winter a resolution was unanimously.adopted approving of the Insti- 
tutes, commending thé wisdom of the Legislature in providing for 
them, and expressing the opinion that, as a means of training the 
teachers of the State for the responsible duties of their profession, 
they must necessarily be productive of great good. > 

Our school law,ithough good in the main, and a credit to our young 
State, is nevertheless susceptible of some improvement. I suggest 
only one amendment: 

"The money for the pay of teachers should all come from the State 
Fund; District Boards should be abolished, and a Courty Board of 
Education provided for, with power to levy a Building Fund for the 
county; and.one of the members of this board should be the treasurer 
of the School Fund.instead of the Sheriff. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CHRTIFICATES—Continued, 
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OHIO GOUNTY.—J. C. MAXWELL, Sup't. 


I have the honor of forwarding you my annual réport of the Free 
Schools of Ohio County, for the school year ending August 31, 1878. 

I am pleased to be able to state that the different district secretar- 
ies have e dd complied? with the law, in regard to the time of 
making their reports to me. In some cases with some little complaint 
of teachers for not making their reports full, and accute in some re- 
spects. This might, however, be remedied by the secretaries with- 
holding the last teacher's’ order until the reports were made complete 
in all respects. 

The County is divided into three districts and two independent 
districts. In the three districts there are twenty-nine sub-districts 
with thirty schools. Two of thesub-distriets in 'Triadelphia District 
employ two teachers each. In Liberty District there is one colored 
school, They are not yet provided with aschool house. The colored 
people seem anxious to improve, their children generally being stud- 
ious, ànd laboring hard. 

This county is well provided with school houses, the only inferior 
hétise in the County, having been replaced by a new brick house. 
This is in the independent district of Washington. It not being quite 


finished at the close of the school year, is not included in the tabular , 


report. : 

The people of this County make ample provision for the education 
of the youth of the County, in furnishing them with good comfort 
able houses arid fixtures, and a fund large enough to carry ou the 
schools from seven to eight mouths in the year. I believe there is no 
tax so cheerfully paid by the citizens of this County as the school tax. 
But while this is the case, I am constrained to believe they do not re- 
ceive an adequete return for the money expended.’ This is partly 
their own fault*occasioned by irregularity of attendance. You will 
see by the tabular report that the attendance in the County numberg 
1,592; while the average attendance is but 936, or about 59 per cent. 
The average attendance is but about 43 per cent. of the enumeration. 
I think a much larger attendance could be secured, if our legislators 


: would provide a tund, to provide -necessary books for those who are 


uhable to provide them for themselves. One great obstacle to the im- 
provement of the schools as they now exist, is the meagre supply of 
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books Many of those for whom the Free Schools are more especially 
designed, are I believe, kept away from inability to purchase the ne- 
cessary books. I have sometimes thought it would be a matter of 
economy for the Boards ot Education to furnish all the books, either 
permanently at the public expense, or the people at publishers prices, 
using a part of the Building Fund for the purpose. 

I visited all the schools in the County once, many of them twice, 
and some of them three times. I found the general progrses and de- 
portment good. In some few the government not being all that 
eould be desired. For this sometimes the people are to blame as 
much, if not more than the teacher. The teachers all appeared to 
be laboring faithfully, earnestly and conscientiously. Some tew have 
yet to learn “low to teach." 

“Teachers’ Institutes’ have been held in the County, at which 


nearly all the teachers attended, and I think with good results . 


Many teachers’ with whom I have conversed, admit that they found 
them a source of interest and profit. Thereis however, some dispo- 
sition to attend them if cunvenient, but not to use any extra exer- 
tion to make it convenient to attend. Some teachers prefer loosing 
the time from their last month, rather than be at any expense to at- 
tend the Institute. I tbink the law might, be made a little more 
stringent, with good effect, One difficulty in the way of these Insti- 
tutes being all that could be desired, is that there is no provision for 
supplying them with able lecturers, and first class educators, who 
could make their exercises more varied as well as more profitable. I 
would favor the setting apart of a sum for each county to pay the ex- 
pense of such persons. The teachers themselves cannot afford to do 
this. Or some educator of note might be employed for several coun- 
ties at a reasonable outlay, and conduct Institutes in those counties 
in rotation. 

I have some doubt whether the present method of establishing 


teachers salaries is the best one. There are some able and efficient, 


teachers in the county, whose services should demand more than the 
ordinary teacher, while the latter will probably command the same 
grade of certificate and consequently the same wages. Ithink it 
would be better to leave employment of teachers to the trustees at 
such wages as the latter may think best to give. I think it would 
have the effect of arousing a spirit of emulation among teachers. 
They would be more anxious to establish a reputation. I deprecate 
the disposition also, of Boards of Education to redyce teachers salar- 
ies to the lowest possible point. It is calculated to make them lose 
all interest in their work. If they are true teachers they feel as if 
their labor was not appreciated. This county however. has not yet 
reduced salaries as low as they are in some other counties. 

To conclude, I believe Ohio County stands in the frontrank, in the 
quality of her school buildings, in her provision for the support of 
her Free Schools, in the capability of her teachers, and in the ad- 
vancement of her children. 
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PENDLETON COUNTY—W. F. MoQvars, Sup't. 
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Thereby submit my annual report for the year ending August 31st, 
1878. lam glad to report that the condition of our schools is better 
than in the preceding years, and, in justice to the teachers; I must 
say that the improved condition is greatly due to their efforts to im- 
prove themselves, as is best evidenced in the elevation of their grades, 
and to their continued perseverance aud zeal in the school room to 
z make more efficient and profitable the workings of the system of pub- 
° lic instruction, and by these efforts they have awakened a more gen- 
eral interest on the part of the people, and have effected a more gen- 
eral understanding of the great advantages of popular education 
The Institutes were held during the winter, and a large majority 
js Ud ot the teachers were in attendance. In conducting them, the sug- 
gestions ot the State Supeintendent were followed, and it was my 
i earnest aim to make this new feature of the law as advantageous to 
the school as possible, and did all in my power to work out the very 
best results, and as a means of receiving new methods of teaching 
and of exciting interest as well as an emulous ambition to excel, my 
observation leads me to conclude that much can be said in its favor ; 
yet, upon the whole, it seems that the Institute feature is one not 
generally approved. " 
In this, my last annual report, I take the opportunity of returning 
my sincere thanks to the teachers, school officers, and people of Pen- 
dleton county, for their co-operation and uniform kindness during 
my administration as their County Superintendent, 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATESs— Continued. 
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PLEASANTS COUNTY.—G. W. GARRETT, Sup’t. 


Herewith 1 transmit my annual report for the school year ending 
August, 1878. I visited all the schools but three, and found them all 
generally in good working order. 

Three trustees are a great evil. There are many schools at this 
time in our county in great trouble and difficulty, caused by the 
trustees differing with regard to the choice of teachers. 

Institutes, if well attended, and properly conducted, are great aids 
to our teachers. Our teachers attended well, and were much pleased 
with the institution. 
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POCAHONTAS COUNTY.—S. B. HANNAN, Sup't. ` 


I think the schools were, taught successfully and efficiently with 
but few exceptions, I think I am safe in saying that the teachers feel 
the responsibility of their position, and are endeavoring to render 

ood work for their remuneration. 

I visited all the schools once, except one, and that was owing to a 
misunderstanding as to the time it closed. I visited many twice. I 
hope and think the Toachers’ Institutes are a benefit to them, if they 
rightly appreciate their. motive. 

I suggest one change in our school law in regard to the District 
Boards of Education. 

I suggest a County Board, to consist of one member to be elected 
from each district, with the County Superintendent President ex- 
officio; one clerk instead of the district clerk, and that clerk to be paid 
$100.00 for his services ; the Board to meet every two months at the 
county seat. Also that they be paid so much per diem, exclusive of 
County Superintendent. 
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PRESTON COUNTY.—P. R Smrra Sup't. 


In making to you my annual report of the schools for the school 
year closed, I regret very much that I was not able to send it at an 
earlier date, but it was impossible to do so, because some of the secre 
taries failed to send in their reports till within a few days ago. 

In viewing the history of our schools for the past year, we can 
truthfully say, we are progressing — not so rapidly. perhaps, as we 
ought, but itis deep, solid and permanent work that we are doing. A 
few years ago many of our teachers came from other States, and counties 
of this State; now we have teachers permanently located in the 
county, and to get the one hundred and thirty-five teachers to teach 
the one hundred and twenty-five schools, itis not necessary to go out 
side of the boundaries of the county. Our teachers, too, will compare 
very favorably with those of neigl boring States, and counties of our 
own State, Of course there is muth room for improvement; we are 
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striving year by year, to meet this want and advance our intelligence 
to a state of relative proficiency. Last winter I paid one hundred 
and nineteen visits to the schools of the county, and found them with 
few exceptions, all doing well. The teachers were earnest, each 
striving to do his work conscientiously and to increase the present 
attendance. During the summer, Normal Schools were taught at 
Kingwood, Masontown and Valley District, by, respectively, 8, W. 
Fike, U. S. Flemming and W. S, Bayles. All of these schools were 
well attended by young ladies and men, who reside in the county. 
Each of these gentlemen deserves especial mention for the gou». done. 
The ladies and gentlemen trained at these schools proved to be among 
the most through we examined in the county, and I confidently pre- 


dict that at the close of this school term they will stand in the ranks - 


with the practical teachers of the county. During the year, five new 
school houses were erected, two in Keno District, one in Valley Dis- 
trict, one in Kingwood District, at au average cost of about $375.00 
each; and in the town of Portland a very elegant, andin architecture, 


second to none in the county, save durability only, to the artistically . 


finished brick in Kingwood, at a cost of about $3,000.00, desks and 
seats inclusive. Last winter I held five "Teachers! Institutes," in- 
cluding one for the county, in Kingwood, and each with a session of 
four days; with few exceptions, every teacher in the county attend- 
ed one or other of these gatherings. These Institutes were very 
interesting and ingtructive, revolutionizing the old methods of giving 


instruction. Hon. William G. Brown and Col. A. C. Baker, members ` 


of the Kingwood bar, and Rev. Dr. Prettyman and Rev. H. C. 
Blayney, of the Kingwood pulpits, desire to have their names men- 
tioned in this report, for the interest taken by each at the County 
Institute. Hon. William G. Brown, delivered to the Institute a 
lecture of great research, depth of thought and of very singular m- 
terest, upon the Constitution of the United States, in which he traced 
the cause of its outgrowth tor centuries before America was discov- 
ered, and concluded with the duties of American citizens to perpetu- 
ate it. The other gentlemen confined themselves to the subject of 
education. However, there is a strong feeling of opposition against 
the system ot Institutes by many of our people. I am confident, if 
changes could be made so as not to impair the efficiency of the system 
and cause the people to become reconciled to this valuable auxilary 
in education, it would be very desirable, The more I think of the 
subject, the more I am convinced that attendance upon our schools 
should be made compulsory. 

The cost for maintaining our schools in this county for the past 
current school year, was $23,379.62; yet the average attendance is 
but a trifle above fifty per cent of the six thousand four hundred and 
fifty-eight youths in the county, and one thousand six hundred and 
ninety-three of them did not attenda single day. It is admitted very 
generally, [ believe, that education is one of the most effective pre- 
ventives of crime; and if so, it is true, as Lord Macaulay said: “the 
right to punish crime, involvesthe right to prevent it.” Then surely 
these one thousand six hundred and ninty-three youths in Preston 
county, should be made partakers of the great educational feast so 

-liberally prepared for them at so great au expenditure, 
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PUTNAM COUNTY.—ApnpnisoN WorrFE, Sup’t. 


I have the honor herewith, to forward my first annual report of the 


condition of the Free Schools of Putnam county. 


Owing to the fail- 


ure of the secretary of Pocatalico District to furnish me with his re- 
port at the proper time, I have been unable to make and forward my 


- own reportat an earlier date. 


To prevent these delays, it seems to 
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me that. the County Superintendent should be clothed with power to 
compel the Secretaries to perform their duties. 

There are in this county two graded, and fifty-six common schools, 
which are distributed among the different districts as follows: In the 
Independent District of Winfield one common school in operation this 
year six months. In Buffalo District, there were ten white and one 
colored common school, and one graded school, all of which were in 
operation four months. In Curry District there were ten common 
and one graded school, in operation three and one-half months. In 
Pocatalico there were nine common schools, in operation six months. 
In Scott there were ten common schools in operation four months. 
In Teayse’s Valley there are seven common schools, six of which were 
in operation four months; the seventh only three months. In Union 
there were ten schools in operation four months. 

Most of the school houses in the county are in good condition, and 
supplied with comfortable desks and seats. Three new houses have 

_ been built during the year. i 3 

With a few exceptions, I find the people of this county in favor of 
a system of Free Schools; but to some of the features of the present 
system, there are many objections. I shall mention the most impor- 
tant: 

Ist. Itis urged by many, that the district system is unjust, as it 
gives the wealthy and populous district a longer term of school, and S 
lighter taxes than its poor and sparsely settled neighbor. In Poca- ; 
talieo District the largest salaries have been paid to teachers; the a 
schools have been kept up six months, with a tax of twenty-five cents — . 5 
on the hundred dollars valuation; while in Curry the lowest wages E 
have been paid, and the schools kept up only three and one-half - d 
months, the people paying a tax of fifty cents on the hundred dollars : 
valuation. jd 
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The grading of teachers on each branch is certainly a great benefit, 
but the Examining Board is giving general dissatisfaction to both : 
teachers and officers. It is not always convenient for teachers to at- E 
tend the board at stated times, instead of at any time, as was the case 
heretofore. "Trustees cannot have their schools commence just at the ‘ 
time it would suit the people, because the teacher has not been exam- 
ined. It is no use to pay three men to do what one can do, and Lam  . , 
of opinion that the wages paid to the extra two, would be better ap- ` 
plied to the School Fund of the county. The examinations as now ` 
conducted are no fairer tests than the old method. Indeed, I do not ^ 
think them at all fair, for when many are together for examination, it 
is impossible to keep them from communicating with each other. 
` The result is, that many get grades to which-they are not entitled. 
In short, the whole thing is ahumbug and fraud upon the people. Let 
the Legislature be sure to abolish the Examining Board, and make 
such other amendments as in their wisdom may appear most necessary ` . 
for the good of the Free Schools. . SR 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF TIMEIR CERTIFICATES Continued, 
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RALEIGH COUNTY.—Gzo. W. Cook, Sup't. 


There has been quite an improvement on the part of teachers, and 
consequently they have given more general satisfaction in teaching. 
The several districts are tolerably well furnished with houses. In 
Trap Hill one house caught fire from a defective flue, and was burnt 
down. The greatest barrier to the success of the school system is the 
financial condition of the districts. Some of them have been in debt 
for several years, and continue so. The Boards ofthe several districts. 
in determining the amount to be levied, do not make sufficient allow- 
ance for old orders, commission, and delinquents, and consequently 
the fund falls short. Some of the districts were compelled to discon- 
tinue their schools at the close of three months. Teachers manifest 
quite an interestin attending the County Institute, and doubtless it 
has been a meais of instruction and advancement to them By no 
moans would we have tho act, authovizing County Institutes, repeal- 
ed. We have had three schools, kept up during the summer, which 
have afforded means of instruction to young teachers. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES—Continued. 
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RANDOLPH COUNTY—Atonzo F. Wor, Sup't. 


I have the honor to submit to you thé annual report of the condi- 
tion of the Free Schools of Randolph county for the school year end- 
ing August 31st, 1873. I had hoped to be able to forward it to you 
by the 30th of September, but owing to the failure of two of the dis- 
trict secretaries to report within the time required by law, I am a few 
days behind time. 

The financial part of this report shows that the total receipts for 
all purposes during the year, amounted to $7,021.99. The total ex- 
penditures for building purposes amounted to $1,922.17, and for 
" teachers $4,832.39, making the total expenditures for all purposes 
$6,754.50, and leaving a balance to the credit of the county of $267.49, 
$219.02 of which belongs to the Building Fund und $48.47 to the 
Teachers’ Fund. The average salary of teachers was $2485. The 
cost of education per pupil was $4.71. As you willsee, I have only 
reported the amount of the last year's levies and the money that 
really came into the sheriff’s hands. [I have not attempted to make 
a statement of the balance to the credit of the different districts at the 
beginning of the school.year. The old fund is in the hands of the late 
Bheriff, and a part of it subject to outstanding orders. "The amount of 
these orders is not definitely known at this time, and it would not be 
possible to make a correct financial statement of it now. Besides, 
this fund is in litigation in the Circuit Court, and the present sheriff 
refuses to be charged with it till it has been finally adjudicated and 
paid over to him. When he receives the money, and is charged with 
it, it can be reported, hereafter, as money from other sources. 

Fifty-seven schools have been taught in the county during the 
year, the average term being three and a half months. Some of the 
Boards of Education failed to lay a levy sufficient, with the aid of the 
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State Fund, to keep the schools in operation four months, as required 
by: law: This, however, was hot'intentional, but was owing to the 
fact that the boards did not know what levy‘was necessary. It is im- 
possible to ascertain just-what levy is necessary to run the schoolathe 
required time. . 4 dis ih 

During the winter I visited most of the schools; and from what I 
saw and heard of their success, T believe that the school work of last 
year will compare favorably with that of any previous year. The at- 
tendance was about the same as that of the year previous. I believe, 
however, that our teachers were more industrious and faithful than 
usual, There has been, I am glad to say, a decided improvement in 
our teachers within the last year or two. This is encouraging; for as 
are the teachers, so will be the schools. .' 

Our County Institute was held at Beverly,in February. and, consid- 
ering the inexporience of our teachers in Institute work, I believe it 
was a success. We enrolled during the session thirty-seven teachers. 
Several of our teachers were not in attendance, some having attended 
Institutes in other counties, and others being allowed by the boards 
to teach the eight days. Previous to its organization there was a mani- 
fest opposition to the Institute, but those who witnessed its practical 
workings and have observed its results, no longer doubt the utility of 
these meetings. I am clearly of the opinion that these Institutes, if 
properly -condueted, will accomplish incalculable good. ' They have 
. already not only enkindled the enthusiasm of teachers for their pro- 

fession, increased their knowledge of the school branches and of the 
methods of instruction, but the interest of the public generally has 
been awakened in behalf of the cause of education. 

By reference to my statistical report, you will see that there are in 
the county two thousand five hundred and eighty-one youths of 
school. age, and we register in our schools one thousand six hundred 
and forty-three, while we have an average attendance of only one 
thousand and twenty-five, or not quite 40 per cent. This meager at- 
tendance is certainly a great evil, and one that should be speedily ar- 
rested if possible. Generous provision has been made to meet the 
expense of educating all the children, both of the rich and the poor. 
Still it seems that the parents of many of these children do not suffi- 
ciently appreciate an education to allow their children to receive this 
great blessing which legislation has provided for them. A good com- 
mon school education is the inalienable and sacred right of every 
child, and it should be regarded as unworthy of a citizen of this Re- 
public to bring up a child without giving him such an education as 
will prepare him for the discharge of the duties of an American citi- 
Zen, 

We have in the county fifty-two school houses, twenty-seven frame 
and twenty-five log. The houses, lois and furniture are together 
valued at $13,933.50. Two houses were erected during the year. 

At the last general school-election, Mingo District voted against the 
“power to levy.” The vote of the district was again taken on the 
oro last August, and was almost unanimously in favor of the 

evy. 
Judging the future from the past, I am sanguine in my belief that 
the efforts of those who are laboring faithfully in the cause of educa- 


b AW Fa nm Ge ou went BER es CA Se 7 DC Ve T6 ,Ü[ 
REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 75 
P tear You Si " 


tion will be crowned with success, and that the continuance and pros- 
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perity of our Fréo School System is a certainty. = ` 
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RITCHIE COUNTY.—G. W. LOWTHER, Sup't. . 


I have the honor to submit that the general prosperity of our schools 
during the past year has been good. We have eighty-eight school 
houses in the county, and have had a “four months” schoolin each. I 
am sorry to report that 1 was prevented by sickness from visiting a few 
of the schools while in session. However I visited all but five, and . 
found them, with very few exceptions, in a prosperous condition. It 
is gratifying to note that most of our schools were taught by home 
teachers, only six being from other States, and about the same number 
from other counties. a oF n 

The Board ot Examiners raised the standard of qualification at the 
beginning of the year; requiring ninety per cent for grade No. 1, and 
it has had a marked effect upon the.schools. It has stimulated our. 
teachers in their efforts to qualify themselves, and consequently many 
of them are much more successful than ever before. Several of our 
young teachers are attending school, and we may expect a more 
efficient corps of teachers next year than we have had this year. 

Another thing destined to greatly improve the character and qual- 
ifications of our teachers is the Teachers’ Institute. We held four 
County Institutes in the county with an average daily attendance of 
forty teachers, only ten teachers in the county. failing to attend. I 
consider that it has already accomplished much good, but by a more 
thorough knowledge of its object, and.better acquaintance with the 
work it is designed to do, we expect to make it much more useful in 
the future than it has been in the past. The Institute law has many 
foes in this county, but we expect to make it a sourcé Of ao much 
d that its enemies will be ashamed they were ever known to op: ` 
posed it. x a 
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Notwithstanding the general prosperity of our schools, there are 
difficulties to contend with in the administration of the present 
system, to which I would most respectfully call your attention. Grant 
district, with $59,581.88 worth of taxable property, and having the ad- 
vantage of an annual income from the railroad of more than $1,000.00 
can support twenty-four schools and pay its teachers salaries from 
$20.00 to $40.00 per month by laying its levy at fifteen cents on 
the $100.00. While Murphy district, with about one-third that 
amount of property and no railroad mustsupport twenty schools, and 
in order to do it must lay its levy at sixty cents on the $100.00, and 
then re only pay teachers with first grade certificates $26.00 per 
month, 


Under this arrangement all the first grade teachers rush for em. 
ployment in the better districts, and the poorer districts must take 
such teachers as they can get, which is generally of the third and 
fourth grade. The effect upon the schools is sadly noticeable. The 
people of Murphy district, seeing they cannot compete with other dis- 
tricts, have but little energy or enthusiasm in the matter and conse- 
quently no advancement. I would respectfully submit that in my: 
humble opinion, this should be remedied by generalizing the funds of 
the different districts ; let the school administration of a County Board 
of Education, consisting of a president; a commissioner from each 
district; and the County Superintendent, the latter acting assecretary. 
This county pays its secretaries $25.00 each, amounting to $125.00. 
By adding this to the salary of the County Superintendent according 
to the above arrangement, it would enable him to devote more time 
to the business and his reports would mostlikely be more correct than 
they are in many instances under the present system. 

Another defect in our present system, and to which your attention 
hàs been called by others, is the irregularity with which our school 
funds are disbursed. Ithink the sheriff should be required to pay 
over at stated times the school moneys to a county treasurer, so that 
teachers would be sure of their money as soon as earned, 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES— Continued. 
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ROANE COUNTY.—P. C. VINYARD, Sup. 


On entering upon the duties of my, office I found it necessary, ás 
the schools had advanced and the general school interest had increased, 
to raise the standard of teachers. This I did, and endeavored to 
keep it up throughout all my examinations, thus giving to teachers, 
if possible, no grade certificate but that justly merited, and I think 
all examinations should be a thorough test of scholarship. Teachers 
should not be paid according to grade of certificate as that has a ten- 
dency to make rogues and liars of those examined. They should be 
hired by the Board of Education, according to reputation as teachers. 

We have eighty-two schools, taught generally by efficient teachers, 
of which eighty-three were examined this year ; in which 14 received 
No. I certificates; 41 No. 2; 24 No. 3, and 2 No. 4, and 2 rejected; be- 
sides we have five teachers holding professional certificates, and four 
holding Normal School Diplomas. 

Our Institutes have been doing good work in the promotion of our 
school interest, but in the present system of law it does not meet with 
success, as it forces the teacher to attend or lose his per diem salary, 
thus he comes in many instances, merely to be present, and thinks of 
taking no active part, whatever, and stubornly performs duty assigh- 
ed him. And the citizens view it as robbing their/childreu of eight 
days schooling, and that they are paying the teachers for bis instrut- 
tion. Not knowing that the teachers of this State labors twenty-two 
days, while all other States require their teachers to labor twenty days 
for a month—the teacher works two days for nothing. I would sug- 
gest that the school month be made twenty days, and that the teach- 
er could attend either State, County or District Institüte to make the 
eight days required. ' 

I made seventy-two visits to schools and found most of them, I am 
happy to say, in a prosperous condition ; but one fault is that all 
branches required by law, are not taught; I called the attention of 
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teachers to form classes in all the common branches if possible. While 
the school houses are generally good, or can be made so by‘a little re- 
pairing, they are rudely seated,some-with tolerably good desks, some 
with long benches, and some with nothing but rails and slabs for seats, 
and all poorly furnished with black-board surface. Our school próp- 
erty is greatly destroyed every year by holding big meetings in the 
houses. While I am in favor of religion, I am opposed to payne it 
on in camp-meetings in our school houses, and if so, let each 

nation, holding such meetings, pay all damage done school property. 
In my visits to schools I-noticed the progress of school and method of 
teaching, heard recitations, gave instructions where necessary, and 
called the attention of the schoolto the importance of getting an edu- 
cation. l 


Normar ScHoons.—There are several teachers from this county at 
tending the Normal Sehools of this Státe. I wish them success. I 
look upon the Normal Schools as the leading element of our Free 
School system. They give it vitality. ; 

-I know this report to be incorrect in the finances of some districts, 
ag the desultry and ignorant way in which some of the secretary’s 
keep their books, and make their reports, readily shows that a correct 
report cannot be made from the material furnished. 

I do favor the extending of the duties of the County Superinten- 
dent making all orders of, finance pass under his investigation, and 
be eo doing thousands of dollars would be saved’ yearly, and let him 
keep all books and make all reports. 


LEvy.—1 think our coming Legislature will deem it important to 


make alllevies for school purposes a state levy and save so much con- 
fusion about the levy question. 

.Our Free School system has a wide and popular hold on the masses 
of our county, which is shown by the almost unanimous vote given 


infavor of levy at our last election. 
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" SUMMERS COUNTY—D. G. Le, Sup't. 1 
. In presenting my second annual report, I have the satisfaction of ^ 
informing you that I have secured some improvement in the keeping x 
of school accounts, though we have decided room for improvement . "o 
yet, as shown in the fact that hardly any trustees have reported, and ^ 
the accounts of apportionment for, transfers and colored schools have E 
. iX 
been very imperfectly kept; and as I showed last year, some of our ; 


fróms are ill adapted to the purpose. Any one that understands sim- 
ple alligation knows the falsity of Prof. Stahl's rule for finding the 
average percentages, as also the form for finding the average ages, T 
which latter can be done only by taking thesum of the ages throughout b 


„` 


the county as the dividend, and the same for the State. So the book reg- S 
ister that is supplied not to all, but to a few, of the schools, which re- » 
quires the teachers to put down the names in alphabetical order, as it : 
they had the supernatural gift of prophecy, so as to know before hand S 
precisely what persons would attend the school. : ` 
I think, on the whole, that our school gystem is improving. There T 
are now schools established within the reach of all our citizens as far — , A 
as I can learn, though there are a few without houses in Pipe Stem e 
District, for the reason that the Board has not yet made satisfactory 3 


arrangements about land for building sites, Stilla county as poor as 
this cannot be expected to have a truly efficient system of schools "s 
while under so unjust and unequal a system of taxation that some 

' districts can never run the four months, which is the minimum re- 
quired by law. The constitution positively states that all taxation 
for general purposes must be uniform throughout the State, and the 
compromise clause for district taxation does not exonerate the Legis- 
lature from the duty of making the State Fund lahge enough to guar- 
antee, with what money the local tax may raise,'the required mini- 
mum of four months to every district in the State. As to your be- 
lief that the less cultivated district8 do not require so much schooling 
as the more refined neighborhoods and thata general tax would rob the 
strong to help the weak, it is only the old cry against the Free School 
system per se It must be remembered that the white population of 
our mountains are mostly of the royal saxon stock, the race especially : : 
capable of the highest degree of developement; and while some fam- i 
ilies, by gross indulgence in strong drink, tobacco and coffee, and, an i 
undue preponderance of flesh in diet, without the counteracting in- 
fluence of literary advantages on the mind, have degenerated ‘into 


4 


b: Ki 
"nal A 


D EXT n E S 
ay wn" ZA LAS Wa os Mis - 


80 $ FREE SCHOOLS. a 


“mean whites,” this is not true of our péople as 4 whole, and the 
bracing air and magnificent scenery of our mountans are influences 
for development not to be despised, but we cannot do as should be ex- 
pected while hampered with so inefficient a system of schools. "Ire 
peat, that it is manifest injustice, tax one district four times as much 
to the dollar as another, and give the former-only half. the schooling 
that the latter has, as is often actually the case in our State. The 
Normal School at Concord, andthe different Institutes we have had 
in the past three years (commencing with the Peabody Institute at 
Hinton in 1875), together with the introduction of the West Virginia 
Educational Journal among our teachers, have had an appreciable 
effect in raising the professional standard; but the Normal School is 
sadly deficient in apparatus, and our Institute law has notas yet 
had a sufficient trial. I appointed as conductor of our first County 
Institute, a teacher long and widely known for extraordinary skill in 
the art of teaching and for life-long services to the cause of education 
outside the school room; but the majority of the teachers importuned 
me so persistently to allow them District Institutes, that I allowed 
them to assemble in districts the first year, with the result that might 
have been expected, the meetings not doing as much good as should 
have been desired, and as Linformed you in a special communication, 
two of the district secretaries allowed full pay to teachers that failed 


to attend. i 
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TAYLOR COUNTY.—Horace Norns, Sup't. 


From inperfections in reports it has been nearly, if not quite im- 
posible, to make a perfectly correct report of both financial and 
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statistical matters relating to the schoolsin the county, but I haveen- 
deavored to getat facts as nearly as possible, and whilefrom theman- 
nerof keeping account in some districts no exactness could be reached, 
yet I have no doubt the money has been honestly appropriated by the 
several Boards, and I hope to induce the secretaries to be more 
accurate in keeping their accounts, and to this end haverecommended 
that they use three books; one for recording all the acts of the board ; 
one a8 a day book for financial accounts; one as a ledger with ac- 
counts opened with sheriffs, and each sub-district, &c, by these 
means the accounts can at all times be corrected if found otherwise. 

In Pruntytown Independent Districts, no levy has been made for 
Buidling Fund, and I learn such as been their usual practice, yet they 
have expended more than $100.00, and charged under that head. It 
is due to them to add that they claim their Charter authorizes 
them to.do so, but their accounts cannot be made to balance, nor can 
mine made as itis from theirs, unless forced , this I do not consider 
that I am allowed to do, nor can 1 adopt this course with any of the 
reports that do not allow of it legitimately. 

In regard to institute-work in our county, the last year it undoubt- 
edly had a good effect and was plainly visible over the whole county. 
Our schools were never so prosperous, and with but slight exceptions, 
all teachers seemed desirous to do their best and consequently 
were successful in most instances. But for the coming session I 
have great fears as we cannot go to the expense for outside help as we 
did last year and without this the matter will soon grow weari- 
some, ` 

It must be a man of far more than common abilitics and attain- 
ments to conduct the Institute for eight days and keep up the interest 
as it must be, or the time is worse than lost. I therefore as requested, 
give the opinion that the law needs at least to be greatly modified, the 
time reduced one-halt or more and may be altogether repealed. 

The system of three trustees has in this county worked evil, and 
only evil, different trustees in the sub-districts have had their favorite 
for teacher, and being unwilling to yield, have caused much trouble. In 
one sub-district five or six teachers have been partially or entirely 
engaged, yet the schools have now no teacher. 

I would also suggest a re-arranging the blanks for reports, es- 
pecially thdBe of the secretary of the boards, To illustrate, the 
headings “in sheriff's hands" and “balance on hand" are repetitions, as 
aS allthe money on handisin the sheriffs hands, andall moneyin sheriff's 

hands is balance on hand. 

Also would suggest that all the beadings of columns be printed 
at right angles with the columns. This would be a great help to one 
unaccustomed to accounts, while the eye is hunting ap the proper 
column they frequently lose sight of the column before. 
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Miss Nellie Core ........ ee Ser ... .2/BE Bur?ett . S 2 
E WMiler Qon uw abe UE RE WD A 3|F C Davis — * 2, 
Joha F Mason uuu. ` ER aceon <P Ge WT B lordyce . 2 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES-— Continued. 
E LU Horizons areco e Giaee aka. Weye 1 [Miss A A Copln.... see orr oso nem 2 
Miss Jennie Brock... erse met seorsa aiii 4. BISCO Nixon. se i a seh] creen 2 
Miss M M Barnard... 6 8 s. ss sss 8 [Miss S Bainbridge eesse soea cene se 2 
Mass A Cochran... ear e ross eee ENS , 2 |J M Jeffers. e s Set, aes ves e. 1L 
Miss Gussie Mackin.. . a RRE o . 3 | iss Hellen St Charles ..... V we eege 
Miss C E Bainbridge. ............... .  8|00 Kmend,...... E E 
Solomon Poe.,...... sessessasssressesss reos Se . 9|Mrs S A Martin, E p NP 4 
James Cochran  „.esesssrsaeseses e ses o swa LIMA La Wiler. iure gii Sade ee Sa ae, eo ac 2 
W b Eye uvrenexeesquo eoo rae ees miraria (S. 1} Mass Willa Grove KEN A Én säitens l 
NW Newbraugb `. en eene 25 5 H |Malliard Cather ooo 2 ses ees d 
JP Mnrphy ........L.... m .2|Mass Agnes Hall aeq Gees cae wt A 
W F Thomas ....... see soe eese vr sess n JS {Muss Dora Sins . een , E ex ub 
HL Knotts ....uueeeel saeni eee Me]. s» H UD W Rightmure s oo sirus Vu eis cuis | 
Mrs M. M Love... ces eee ee nee tts a BUM L Shields... en ce e ee ersatte ii nnt 2 
Stephen Stiles Jr... cece ses uus s o 1| Mass Augusta Sinsil.......... yeso Aq eee tonya AS 
Howard Cather. ee o essee sone eem 4 . 1l WBelvy... a been 1 
Israel Philhp. (colored) ....... .. ... . 4 | Miss;C E Coleman. ..... ... 1 
S W Poe neen e ax , 2 {TJ Meba ...... € 8 
G N Martin... o ee S . 2 IW H McDaniel 4 
Mrs Kate E Goodman. 2 |DK Ford 8 
H 7 Snively........ .11GW Throop... 2 
RA Morrow. .. . 1 {David Kareht . 4 
Mrs M. Harstock a EIE G Martin... 


tj 


E W Winch Pam e o BIJ P seott.. seresa 
Miss Nolie Core  . ven on sese se remmmnÉ es S LI H Bolt, sss 
Mrs M OCT VC J M Brohard ...... .. 
EO Demi PE" W W Payne. . 
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TUCKER COUNTY.—L. 8. Agen, Sup't. 


There were thirty schools taught in Tucker county the past year, 
nearly all of which gave satisfaetion. ~ 

I visited all the schools but four, and found the teachers laboring 
with earnestness for the advancement of education. While the 
teachers were engaged in doing all they could for the interest of their 
respective schools, there were a great many drawbacks to their suc- 
cess. Some parents were foolish enough to keep their children at 
home in order to annoy the teachers. And right here let me say 
we need a compulsory law, iu this county at any rate. 

- Some of the Boards of Education are at work doing all they can to 
make the Free School System a success, while other boards are dor- 
mant, not even willing to levy sufficient to run the "chools, after the 
people have delegated them to do so. At this point I will say, boards 
should have power to levy for the support of Free Schools ( the same 
as courts have the power to levy to pay the expenses of the county ) 
without the people voting them that power. 

We have three new school houses that will be ready for use this 
coming winter. Our county being in the backwoods, it will be some 
time before we get a sufficient number of houses for the accommoda- 
tion of all the pupils in the county. 

I fear our success will not be so grand the coming winter as I 
should like it to be. The respective Boards of Education have re- 
duced the salaries of teachers to such an extent that it has. already 
produced a kind of chaos. I think it all wrong. Our number one's 
will only get $20.00, and in some districts only $15.00 per month. I 
do think there ought to be a limit to the respective grades. 

I will say, concerning the law setting forth and governing Insti- 
tutes, l think it is just what we need to make the Free School System 
of education a success. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


Nelson D Adams ... ... QNT EE EL AO ven UI F Jewel... ues "eT 3 
J B Blackman en ane e srs entente ro o 9| Mass Lizzie BULIOY.......cccercrreccereesee rennen ps B 
Andrew Moore... erre e a SID LoS DAM, cise seseecisaeace ase in rrr cantine imei A 
Lewis W Harris, ..... sss 113 H Mester... leues SEE Qus lee uei 
Thomas G Daniels ... ne 2|] Miss A G Gilmore, e se 8 
LE Gainer nn .. . 2]Frank Ashby T el 4 
PY Runner. een ease oi we AIS eyes ee hy east dir ry xod "m 
LE Goff... Saee CES Ua FETA SU es Sess 2 Den W Whute,,, ess cene tre mirteertn neta an s B- 
S P Hayes ge i . S|Talbert Fergusson. ae enm É 
EC Moore, .. ETE 2lGeo W Shaffer.. .. a. E E » -4 
Sarah J Maxwell, ..... USC Baicer —— — cesa Wil BI» e O 
O L Philips CE MOOD wae 3|G W Shafer .... o Se TEO; 
J T Mason. . ., seu EE b DIY dio seat RR EE, cod deo ee 
S N EE ar rare ae BOSQUE ou. ee ad ans asse E oe seo 2 
James H Snyder wo cee sn. cAMP CRobey d. a sib Mikes Ween aiio 
John M Shaffer... usus. A "om 2| Mary James.. . ae 3 eg app ae 
James S Poling....... s 0... e. SJA M Sample ..2..- 9 
JSD Bell ...... E e s.s. 9 B Lambert Atenas 8 
Robert F Harms. loss sene se s [James W Campbell, ss ss. s 2 
LS COPPE Loos ir dn e» d tenis Watson 3 ode. ack squat Wo RAO ROC Ia s 
MissLehe Lynn. . se. n" 
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TYLER COUNTY.—T. N. PARKS, Supt. 


: In making my fourth annual report of the Free Schools of Tyler 
county for the school year ending August 31, 1878, I take pleasure 
in submitting the following remarks: \ 


i 
DISTRICTS. 


The county is divided into six districts, viz: Elsworth, Lincoln, 
Union, Meade, Centreville, and MeElroy These districts are sub- 
divided into sixty-five. 


; SUB-DISTRICTS. 


Many sections of the county that were sparcely settled when the 
Free School system came into operation, have become quite populous; 
hence many changes in sub-district lines have become necessary. 


Several new schools have already been organized, and others are. 


needed, while still others will become imperative as the population 
increases. This condition of things rendered it hard for Boards of 
Education to erect houses accessible to many families. But as these 
changes are made from year to year, giving the people greater advan- 
tages of the schools, so annually public sentiment is enlisted more 
and more in favor of Free Schools. 

We have in the county sixty-four 


SCHOOL HOUSES, 
è 

which are: frames 54; brick 1, and logs 9. The log houses þuilt-are 
being replaced by frames. Three have been completed recently in 
Meade district. Many of these houses have been built for a numbes 
of years and need painting and other repairs; also, the school groundr 
~ in many places need enlarging, fencing, and other improvements. 

When school houses;are situated where they are apt to remain, too 
much care cannot well be taken to make these improvements, as land 
is cheaper now than it will be in the future, and as great trouble, and 
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mueh illfeeling is caused by pupils trespassing on adjacent lands. 
Many of the school sites now contain only from one-fourth to one- 
half aere But little effort hasbeen made to render the school grounds 
attractive and pleasant. The grounds are unfenced, unshaded, and 
entirely without ornament. "Teachers as well as school officers have 
shown too little concern for the condition and appearance of school 
houses and grounds. Unsightly heaps of ashes with other things 
have collected on school grounds, that for poth the sanitary and 
zesthetical conditions of the schools should be removed. 


THE TEACHERS EMPLOYED 


in the county during the year for which we report were superior in 
literary qualifications to those of any other year; and I believe as a 
class they worked harder for the good of the schools than ever beforo. 
As a result for this work 310 pupils were enrolled in the county over 
the number enrolled the previous year; while there was an avorage 
daily attendance of 841 more than for the previous year. The teach- 
ers employed were all residents of the Staie with the exception of 
six who were from Ohio. But few lived outside the county. There 


i 


. were fifty-six males and eleven females employed, making a total of 


sixty-seven. Hach school was taught for four months without serious 
interruption, with two exceptions. Much of this increased attend- 
ance, with the superior work done in the schools last winter, we at- 
tribute to the j 

TEACHERS’ INSTITUTES 


that were held in the county, especially the one held in Middlebourne 
in November, 1877, conducted, by the County Superintendent and 
Prof. Wade, County Superintendent of Monongalia county, assisted 
by President Thompson, of the State University, and Mr. G. W. At- 
kinson, editor of the Wheeling Standard. Many questions of vital 
importance to the Publie Schools were discussed in the Institute, 
prominent among which was the 
GRADUATING SYSTEM 


ES - 


as originated and introduced by Prof. Wade into the Free Schools of 
Monongaliacounty, and as adopted and practiced in other counties of 
the State. The teachers of the county voted unanimously to adopt it 
in Tyler county. I visited every school in the county with one ex- 
ception, (it being closed on aceount of sickness when I visited that 
part of the county,) usually spending one half day at each school. 1 
notified each teacher when I would be at his school, requiring a full 
attendance of the school: ¢he number who had completed the course 
of study up to the beginning of the school year; the number who 
would be able to complete it in one. two, and three years respectively, 
also requesting the presence of the trustees with as many others as 
could be present. 

The time at each school was spent in aiding the teacher in grading 
the school and getting acquainted with the organization and condit- 
tion of the school, as well as becoming acquainted personally as far 
as possible with each individual pupil, always insisting on a regular 
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course of study for the schools. In order to bring our work more fully 


before the people and to acquaint them the better with our plans we 
heldan č ` S 


S EDUCATIONAL MEETING 


each evening to which all were invited. We held thirty-eight of 


those meetings in the county, and usually spoke to crowded houses. - 


The meetings were open to all, and we were often assisted and en- 
couraged by teachers, parents, and others, by well and timely remarks. 
In carrying out the graduating system, and in order to test the 
thoroughness of those who wished to graduate in the Free School 
course, we held 

DISTRICT EXAMINATIONS 


about the time the schools were closing in the spring. As the classes 
in some districts were small from want of material, we thought best 
to combine as far as convenient. Four examinations were held in the 
county: one at Zion schoo! house in Union District; one at Sisters- 
ville, in Lincoln District; one in Middlebourne, for Elsworth and 
Meade Districts; and one in Centreville, for Contreville and McElroy 
Districts. At those several examinations persons were examined in 
the seven branches directed to be taught in the Free Schools of the 
State, viz: orthograpby, reading, penmanship, arithmetic, English 
grammer, and geography; and many of them in several higher 
branches, such as physical geography, algebra, Ee All but five who 
entered the graduating class for 1878, were examined, unless prevent- 
ed by sickness. Nearly all who were not examined requested to be 
continued another year. Several who were examined will teavh the 
coming winter, and all are among the most promising young men and 
wemen of the county. The number in the graduating class for 1879 
will be more than double the number in the class for 1878. The real 
usefulness and benefits of such a system will be kriown only as its ef- 
fects are-seen in the future. 

To each one who sustained or passed a good and creditable exami- 
nation, we granted a 

DIPLOMA 


neatly printed in colors on fine paper, and signed by the County Su- 
periniendent, the President ot the Board of Education and the teach- 
er, of the school to which the pupils belonged. It was deemed best 
not to grade these diplomas as in other counties, but fix a standard 
to which all should attain or not pass, which standard was fixed at 75 
per cent of all the questions asked; also to give pupils the chance to 
pass on higher branches, and have them inserted on the face of their 
diplomas, which was thought to be a greater encouragement to schol- 
arship than grading diplomas. 
E ` IN CONCLUSION, d 

I would-return thanks to Col. D. D. Johnson, Hon. D. F. Pugh, 
Rov. J. T. Hickman, James Stealey and many others forthe addresses 
delivered at the public examinations, and assistance rendered; also 
to all persons who assisted in rendering musie, either vocalor instru- 
mental. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
————————— M ——M————————————————————— 
WG, Smith. iss see | —— —— {Joseph Parr’ aes secuazue ce Hues ce [wee d 
S H Bell ... e eene qr viera eoru Caerano eg SH Morrow e sorsra sese o serene tene -4 
JAN Bella sre ereer NEN HOS MOS 2|Miss Mary Hartwick... eee eene eed 
. GW Loveall...............- —— —Ó .. 2 Robert Smith, | uere vs sss ee eene, d 
{ J A Max well......... Kees Pens, T E eMe . BIT C Hiekman.. . uuu cee covsuseesenens ——— 2 
^ J T Devaul... ... ... SEENEN REN EN SIE MeTraey ss . lee ce A o sa ier w 4 
Joseph Williams  ........ — 0b 2|Miss C C Bowser........... Teer Sch eesdess 2 
A Weekly. wu... . SECHER 3/Miss N € Loveall, (re-examined).......... R 
James McGee Sense: NN ERC EE ee E 1 éiere e he 2 E A Wi Ilainys......ccesevscsssecenes artsa postest Aert ektteeeg 9 
z FM Koller .......- DER eB AW PALO Becca reich vagresisoraxsode Age Zeg, D 
J W Bntton. coeccccccsccsscee sone A A tete 4 . 1John Cole... . .. p a HT 3 
a DF Dison... aen . 4/7 C Hickman, (re-examined) .. es . OE: 
i BS Taggart. . vereent xx a dei Raiesneaveveccsas soe n lJ W Hickman ue ned) Vise aute Seance € 1 
G W McBride en see et ad LOIN. sese Bu Tug UUW TOL. csse de susse eseu 
J B Hau;ht DT TTT TTT TTT TEE 3 M K Duty..........-« DT A9 t n e ve i 
E Waldo Broadwater... ccccccecee secccvecce usos AN NNN v 3 C B Owens.......... —— ——— — —— 2 
S EN O Lioyvoall s issisicacsssesres ege deeër coves 5|W R MoIntyre..... ....... ste BENIN Meas. Ae Seiten 9 
? James Eddy . . scsosssavaccsassseven svosasi dee e Sid N MELMER ER tre easvein kien serie rona neve koi iere $8 
c. Jay BEOORS -\Aicvecactszdase Erste EES 
p Miss Bell Prichard . «ieesesvesericenesivécseósie BUS BATKO. gege cov areciréint cierre verae kentereserós H 
^ Re EEN ose e EE 
i Daniel Dencher............ cevccececccceacences putem AN 3iC J Allen .. ......... . EE 1 
r GS Smith............ 4ipisesud Vel ee o ae E 2|Joseph AnKrom...... Ae ER sonst ttes 2 
um Miss Belle J Bowser . u pe sesease sereo —— 3\Thos Greenbauk....... —— € wee 2 
8, Miss Frank Smith.. ........ — Feiere sss L| DA MCGINNIS utet ta Disstretatup toO Y D 
Miss Mattie Morrison..... . PS v—— 2) Waldo Broadwater (re-examined).......... 4$ 
d Miss Emma Wilhams .. ne llle KEN EA oet QI L Fordyce. een ——— EH 1 
2 Tr À LOWEDBEo Ee 1AN Fordyce........... duni do e de. ee 2 
"i PRK WilCOX NERO MEMM . OW W Burgiss..... ... SNE Ee zoe 8 
, SO Van Camp, ————— 3iRev HS Boatman............ sese Së ER (4d 
N SC Van Camp, (re-examined)... ess cee s. HG W Baker......... mec SP V Eva eua "— , ME 
: . Muss Annie E Martin. .. se sese sesse 2 333 9E EE .2 
: T cL M — 2/Miss Cena Horton. .......... — MÀ CT iava eges .8 
: J E Morgan............. EEN » DEW RBD cc asser sees Near tee 6 2 A ken a 
^ EBIgOWIyi.lu. eec Aan NEESS . 1/Miss Emma Greene.. .... —.. eee 4 
y J M. Adauns........... ONES eve s. ZG D Smiles sues eS nr D 
d T Stewart. ———9 A B Wilson... nen nn State Certificate. 
" J W Hickman......ccsccscsscereeeas ce se cee eene 210 W Chesney... oo Normal Diploma, 
É NOW Wolles aie ^ qeeaekteee- dert eo gana ue mE . 210 J Moore... . ... s «c 
SC MeWiliams,. — ees ssossenssesyo t Hee (iss L V Joseph... isi i fe 
KREE 2|jJ CO Warner. een ee Examiner, 
UPSHUR COUNTY-—J. S. REGER, Sup’t. 
y 4 = 
S lhave the honor to send you herewith my first annual report of 
e the condition of Free Sehools in Upshur county. The schools, the 
' past year, were all supplied with teachers, most of whom were earn- 
S est, faithful and capable. 


The number of pupils enrolled and the average attendance both ex- 
ceeded those of the preceding year. : 

The schools were all taught during the winter; i.e. commencing in 
the fall and ending in winter or spring. No change of teachers dur- 
ing the session occurred, except in one instance, in which, for some 
reason, the teacher left the school about the beginning of the last 
month, the remainder of the session being taught by another, 

The people of Upshur have, from the organization of the State, 
been strongly in favor of Free Schools; and vote almostunanimously 
in favor of district levies. 

One of the greatest hindrances to thé efficient working of the 
school system here, is the irregular attendance of the pupils. Thisis 
partly owing to carelessness of parents, and partly to the fact that 
some portions of the county are so thinly settled that a large scope 
of territory has to be included in one sub-district, in order to secure 
the requisite number of pupils for a school; thus making the distance 
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to be traveled’ by some so great that the younger pupils can attend E 
only in fair weather. ^ 
There were employed in the schools of the county, the past year, : 
seventy-five teachers. To supply the schools the present year, seven- i 
ty-eight teachers will be required, three new sub-districts having been v 
laid off since last winter. in all of which school houses are in course 
of erection. In addition to the houses already named, one is being E 
built in a sub-district in which, heretofore, they have been using an -$ 
old log dwelling-house; and two have been completed in sub-districts e 
in which schools have been taught in miserable “pole-cabins.” "Thus,  - * 
for the first time since the organization of the school system, the ee 
county will be supphed entire with good, comfortable school houses. à 
There are two graded schools in,this county; one at Buckhannon, H 
the county seat, and one at Centerville, a village about about fifteen , 
miles south of Buckhannon. The Buckhannon school employs four 4 
teachers, and had, during the last session, an attendance of two hun- = 
dred and two pupils. The Centerville school employs two teachers, ne 
with an attendance of eighty-four pupils. 8 
The colored school at Bückhannon. was well attended, and the pro- » 
gress of the pupils, everything considered, was satisfactory. Arrange- X 
ments are being made for organizing a colored school in Union Dis- : 
trict, in which a fund for colored pupils has been accumulating for , 
some years. 4 
During the past winter I visited all the schools in the county, and ? 
une most of them in good condition, many being models of the best à 
ind, 3 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


Geo C Allman . 4... ae. "IO Miss Ida L Hooker. — .. Anen reen se See D 
D H Anderson A o fuses P D Hamrah ..... R EE 
DD N Armsirong..... "——— T E Hodges. sou Zeg Ee, EA 
Coleman Abbott.. ssas c GA Helmick ..... pm 
J D Adioson e o je John A Hess . .... ae o E 
SP Brooks neess ee A coves . > ..1l|JohnP Kelley ......... sees 

Miss Alce Brown .... sro es e sese J W Kidd V dus AE EN 

Miss Hattie Bunton... . ECH Wm Lt LYNCH . eee compere ann 
ER Bacchus, .... ... .... eese nie s s n» D |Paris Lewis... Ju sio VASA NERA EENS 
Mass Ada M Burr. n a EB Lanham Eran C 

Mass Meta Dalsley Seege ie dea Joseph Little ... i vi in E 

RC Brake .... A . PLA © Linger .... ..... e ES 

Miss Laura S Brooks . os cues a een Geo R Latham, sae .. 243 ege 

O W Bunner. . .. PEE Lloyd B Lovett. uses esee dis nassi osios 


A J Marple..... ese eee 


Geo W Beor . —— ———À— 
Mass Ida M. Moore TTE ; 


Miss Lizzie Bartlett. ` 


Miss E M. Bartlett.. . ... .. A ; O A Mosby ... . ^ 

Mass'Linie Bartlett .. ..... "T au Martin Madden due ler 

AS Bond. ,...... ET E P Madden ..... seem 

GE Bosely up 4 o 09 eem Mans Miss Celia Morgan, .. wee, 

Eugene Brown ....... 1 ds Miss L £ Morgan a . 

Geo M Curtis E Site. usus Miss Flora A Moore .. .-. ... . . 
M F Cutright i SN McCann . E xe sea zé e 
S P Cutrignt . . .. WT Napier . : E See De 
Mass Jerusha Cutught . n B F P Ours a POE ; 
Miss Cordeha Carter... .. e James H Ours . . . ec ts endeared 
C A Dunmngton -— J O Osborue . 


Miss Belle Moore .. EAE the Avia I E 
Miss Emmle Perry... s ae eve 
David Poe... a see eae. € ee e ian dud 


J S Douglass 
Robt A D wnal! 
G W Uanvels ... 
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Mrs L A Doyle... .. W H Queen à 

Mass Jenme Bean, . n R ON Queen ...... eke dac SC. Ee Ee 
Ira L ant Sod ys ees. 2 |J € Reese, SLD dees a oTi n Ba aed 
Geo W Eskew. SUN 2 Mice CL Rohrhaugh . .  .. e oe tree tee see 
J S Fultz de QA V vee gest 4 : HM Strader  ....... os pases: Ang EE 
*MrsM E Freeman. . . esá a ee L [George W Smith issis nani cee ce eee Paures 
S D Gowd . ....... N W Senhauser A ee sra nemen asee oo 
Mass A E Gould.. .. E P Sexton ........ een EEN ERE 
J Loomis Gould. .. . Miss M J Totten . .... ... .. ee b 
Mrs R K Gould n... W E Talbot. 0 ite datis edes ; 
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. TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES— Continued. 


A 


Miss Lura T Gould. .......... E ENS 
Miss Rhoda E Gould... ... , 


2 "Tenhneyuekakeni de EE, AEN aie 
Mrs Lydia K Gould... Wwe e t Lus ser, 23. 

4 

2 

3 


2 
y em NS 1 
Van Gilder. SE ege ease x hb at amd 
Van Gilder.  ....... d See Weite 
E 

3 


J BR Grove... ee Vi wal C 
D Westíall..... . an dv ees 


EA anner, e eee 
Thos H Hawkins. —. . sues 


WAYNE COUNTY-—Josrs?u M. Marcum, Sup’t. 


I have the honor to report. that the Free. Schools of Wayne county 
are progressing rapidly... Teachers appear to be discharging their du- 
ties with more energy than has been exhibited by them in former 
years. 

The system of holding Institutes seems to work admirably, and 
teachers manifest great interest in them, especially young teachers 

We have been able to raise our scale of. examination from 85 per 
cent. to 90. 

The day seems to be dawning in which our peopie will fully appre- 
ciate the benefits to be derived from the Free School System. 
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REPORTS OF COUMNE: SUPERINTENDENTS. 80: 
WEBSTER COUNTY :—N. W: Crtrron-Sup’te< 
It is-a-sourceiof regrettoimeythat our schools bnve.not been. taught 


the full period of four months. . Owing:to the fact..that.some of tbe. 


citizens of this county are:still opposed to the Free School system, 

the district boards failed to lay a sufficient, levy toi carry on the 

sebools four. months.» I think that when, he Board of Education is 

authorized. by the majority of the people to lay. the required 

levy, they should do go, as less than a four months school generalyl 

dide unsatisfactory.* - Generally those who.are opposed to the Free 
ehool system are not true lovers ot popular education. 

Thus is’ injustice done to the -teachers of this county, as well as 
injuxy-to:the school.system, by the Boards.of Education, by not pay- 
ing such salaries as would justify teachers to devoting their time 
and talents to this work. 

In the past year twenty-five primary schools. were taught in this 
county ; and although the average daily attendance was not very 
good, I am pleased to be able to-speak more favorably of them than 
heretofore. : 

My report shows the enumeration of youth to be. nine hundred 
and thirty-seven ; of. this number only four hundred and ninety-six 
attenden school, while the average daily attendance is but two hundred 
and.ninety-four, or but a little more than thirty-one per ceut ot the 
youth in the county. Numberstudyingeach branch: Orthography, 
387 ; reading,. 247; writing, 115; arithmetic, 84; geography, 20; 
English grammar, 27; History, 16, Visits by the county superin- 
tendent, 19; by other officers, 118. Total 137. Aggregate value of 
school property, $2.305.00. (?) Total receipts for all purposes, $2,852.45. 
Total expenitures for all purposes; $2,431.80. 


^ 
— 


*The school law provides that they may be compelled by mandamur.— State Superintendent. 
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WETZEL COUNTY--Gro. K. FRANKS; Sup’t: 


1 visited .£he.schools last. winter while they were in session, and I . 
found the great majority of them progressing finely. I made jt’a - 


Pees mr o gpend.atilenst:.one half day. in each school. and 
ad the teacher go on with hig.dsily routine and hear his recitations, 
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I found the most of ‘the teachers live and progressive, manifesting 
great interest as well as pleasure, in their profession. 

There is a great lack of good school houses in this county. In 
Grant District some of the houses are but miserable log huts, not fit 
for any purpose, much less for a school house. Proctor and Centre 
Districts have the best houses, and they also securo the best teachers, 
as a general thing. There are in process of erection quite a number 
of good houses in each of the districts, and I think in the course of 
two or three years will be supplied with comfortable houses. 

I think that the teachers of Wetzel county will compare favorably 
with the teachers of her sister counties. They are all alive to the in- 
terests of education, and anxious to improve themselves. We havea 
Teacher's Association which is a credit not only to the county, but to 
the whole State. 
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WIRT COUNTY—D. C, Casto, Sup’t. 


I take pleasure in submitting my fourth annual report of the con- 
dition of the schools of Wirt County. I cannot make as flattering 
report of the schoolsas I would like, yet I21n,able tosay that we have 
made some progress. We have been steadily advancing from year to 
year, in the Free School work, perhaps no year in the history of the 
schools in the County, was marked with moresolid improvement than 
the one which has just closed. Our schools are on a firmer basis than 
ever before; teaching partook less of the experimental and more of 
the professional type of teaching; the teachers had more experience, 
and consequently, there was more system in the methods of school 
management, In my visits to the schools, I found more uniformity 
in methods, and seemingly a better understanding of the duties of 
the teacher. There was not that gradual increase in the percentage 
of attendance which has been characteristic of the schools of Wirt, 
for the last three years. There are now enumerated two thousand, 
three hundred and sixty-six youths, between six and twenty-one 
years of age, of these one thousand, four hundred and thirty-eight 
attended school, and made an average of one thousand and seventy- 
four, shcwing that only sixty-one per cent. of the children attend, and 
that there is only an average per cent. of fourty-two of the enumera- 
tion. There is evidently some remedy for this, The schools fail to 
reach the class for which they are intended. I am in favor of a law 
that will bring these children into school who are deprived of this in- 


` estimable privilege, by the careless indifference ot ignorant parents. 


If thisis compulsory law, then let us have compulsion. Wirt County 
spent in the payment of teachers during the past year, $6,126.12, and 
in the expenses incident to the schools $1,443.68, making a total of 


- $7,569.81, to defray the expenses of educating one thousand and sev- 


enty-four youths, whereas, the entire youth of the County could have 
been instructed for the same sum, thereby reducing the cost perscholar 
over one half. Hach sub-districtin the County, had on an average, a 
little over four months school, some had more and a few had less, 
The County schools generally commenced about the first of Novem- 
ber, and closed about the middle or last of March. We have never 
had a year of more perfect and complete harmony than the one which 
has just closed, the teachers had no reason to complain, for they were 
fully sustained in all they did by the patrons of the school, and the 
parents could not complain, for the teachers wholly did their work 
and were promptin their discharge of duty. 

The Sheriff ot the County came fully up to the requirement of the 
law, and in most cases, promptly paid the teacher’s orders when pre- 
sented ; pecuniarly the teacher had no reason to complain, unless per- 
haps, in some of the districts Where the salary was reduced too much 
by the Boards of Education. 

We now have about a sufficiency of teachers residing in the County 
to supply the schools, heretofore we have been in a measure depend- 
ent on neighboring counties, and have had a few teachers from Ohio. 
The High School at Wirt Court House, and the Graded School, at 
Burning Springs, are each doing a good work for the common schools 


Of the County, beside offering great advantages to the young people 


- 


x 
^f datis. 


uM tet de cte aU 


J 


" f» S 
Zi LS 


- 


É F4 
- ^: d 


* ^ 


utis 


La 


i 


Pg tat raid un 


, " ^ 
ad. KR sar" 


£ 


H 


Sé t. d 
^ Coda BS Ta Ro ee 


> 
Lë 
- 


ES Co. EERE SOOLA. E 


who reside in the vicinity of. each. - (The! iElizabéth?&chool senda out 
one, and the Burning Springs school sends out five young teachers 
this year, whose qualifications; are in: miany:-re&pects;.5uperion to 
the qualifications: ofthe older teachers. ` 

. Fewof ourteaehers-nttend:the-Normal-scliools of the State, prefer- 
ring to attend these schools near home, rather than to. go: to others. 
The Elizabeth School was in session six months during the past year, 
with an average attendance ‘of -seventy-seven;. and the. Burning 
Springs School,nine months, with.&n average attendance of seventy 
students. ` : 

I held three sessions of the County Teachers’ Institute, ten day, 
in all, which were liberally attended by the teachers, and much-good 
accomplished. The good accomplished in these Institutes was seen-in 
the system and uniformity in the methods of teaching introduted-into 
the common schools. The Peabody Institute, held at Burning Springs, 
in July, by Prof. H. N. Mertz, was a success and did much to.improve 
the teaching ability of the teachers who attended. 

I visited all the schools in the County, except five in Clay District. 
I usually spent from two-to four hours in each school, in examinin 
and hearing classes.-and noting the methods of classes . and. genera 
management of the teachers. . I found-the schools: all doing as well 
as I could expect under the circumstances. 

"The Boards of Education: made the annual-settlement with the 
Sheriff at the time required by law. The districts are now all out of 
debt, except Clay, which still has a small balance of the large debt it 
contracted in building school houses and Burning Springs (Inde- 
pendent) which is still largely in debt, and not much prospect: of 
soon getting out, as the district’ ean pay, each year, but a small por- 
tion of the principal- after paying the running expences of the school 
and the interest on the debt. Property has so greatly decreased in 
valuation since this debt was contraeted that there cannot be realized 
from the levy, more than one-third. what. was anticipated when the 
- debt was contracted. 

I have not the usual complaint to make of Secretaries of the Boards 
of Education. All of the Secretaries, with perhaps one exception, 
made the annual report at the proper time, and taking everything in- 
to consideration, [ think made very good reports, During the, year. 
I assisited and advised with the Secretaries as to the proper method 
of keeping their books, and when the time came to make the reports, 
invited them to my office and assited in making the report. I regard 
it as a mistake in the law that the members of the Board of Educa: 
tion are not paid a reasonable’ per diem wages, and would suggest 
that the law be changed regulating the: number of meetings inthe 
year, and allowing reasonable wages, say that of ajuror. I believe 
that the Presidents of the Boards of Education should meet tugether 
with the County Superintendent, and regulate the wages in the 
different districts, so às to have more uniformity of the wages over the 
County. The evils of some of the districts giving high and:the 
others low wages is patent to all school officers. ` ` 

We have in Wirt County a fair class.of schoot officers. ‘Lhe only 
wonder to me is that-we have men who are-willing, to: take -such a 
thankless position and make so: many sacrifices where thoy:only-have 
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$common-interest with'all other citizens of the county. I am under 

‘many obligations to the school officers of the County, for their zeal 
"and oop in the work, and especially am I under obligations 
to W E: Hall and D. S Falkerth, members ot the Board Examiners, 
‘for their assistance and valuable work inthe Institutes. In ‘conclu- 
sion I want to say that our schools are in a good condition with much 
encouragement of continued prosperity. e areapt to overlook the 
fact that much remains to be done yet before our schools will “attain 
‘that perfection which we would love to see. ` We want to see its in- 
fluence widening and extending until all the citizens are benefited, 
and it is made to effecfually reach that class- for which the schools 
“were organized. 
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WOOD COUN TY.—SAMUEL T. STAPLETON, Sup’t. 


I have the honor, after much delay, to transmit to you my annual 
report of the condition of the Common Schools of Wood county, for 
the scholastic year ending on the 31st day of August, A. D. 1878. My 
report is not so full, nor so aceurate as I had hoped to make it. It 
seems next to impossible to get an accurate report from the country 
districts; and I need not confine the inaccuracies to the country dis- 
tricts, for the reports of the Boards in our city and village schools are 
far from correct. This is owing, in some degree, to the small salary 
paid the secretaries. Incompetency in some cases exists. In some 
districts the labor of the secretary is worth many times the amount of 
‘eompensation fixed by law. We cannot hope to secure competent 

ersons in any branch of business without adequate compensation. 
either can we, in the matter of attending to the secretaries work of 
our Common Schools. This it seems to me, is of importance to the 
proper transaction of public business, as well as private. i 
. Institutes have been held in compliance with Section 30 of the 
school law. Iam not prepared, at this time, to make as favorable a 
report of their working as I would like to, from the fact that teachers 


‘are not in sympathy with the system, and not being interested, they 
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94 . FREE SCHOOLS. 
do not, of course, make them-as profitable as could be made. This 
indifference is owing partly to the tact that teachers are so poorly paid 
that they cannot well afford to spend time and money to improve 
themselves in the art of teaching. The best teachers receiving little 
more compensation for their labor than enough to pay their expenses 
by practicing the strictest economy. It is to be regretted that the 
persons to whom the moral and inte)lectual developement of the 
youths of the State are entrusted, are so poorly paid. It is an error 
that should by all means be corrected, else ere long we will lose from 
the profession the best teachers. I am not, however, prepared at 
this time to suggest any well digested method, the application ot which 
would correct the evil; especially am Islow to suggest it at this time 


We our people seem to be paying-all the taxes it is possible for them 
o bear. _ : 


I would venture to make one suggestion, however, as to the more 
successful working of the Institutes of the State, to-wit: let a small 
appropriation of money be made for the purpose of defraying the nec- 
essary expenses of holding Institutes. The County Superintendent 
is directed to hold the Institutes, but. no provision is made for ex- 
penses of every kind. There should be some well qualified persons 
employed to instruct in these Institutes and they should be paid. 

The schools of the county have all been in operation during the 
past year, and I have the pleasure to report that notwithstanding 
the low wages, great progress has been made. I could not in justice 
mention any partieular school, but will say that with few exceptions 
the schools have been all that could be expected. In this connection 
l desire to say that it has been my purpose io encourage the young 
men and women of my county and State, to engage in the profession 
of teaching., To do this, L have given my presence atall times, when 
that presence would operate to the prejudice of the schools. I have 
found it to work so well that now nearly ninety per cent. of the teach- 
ers of this county are its citizens. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


Susie Crichton.. . a s.e seossocseassevssessesesess . UKennie Smith o .. orssssisscsseasredssins seen KE 2 
Annie R. MeIntosh ... .. "A . ij4ánmie Hatcher. ge i .2 
M P Dabele ................-. A Get . Jj Annie Taylor.... v aes ebe 
D McAllister... Ee . A] Vlora Cooper c: eetegieeieetgeeë weeks ege Zus Na obra Netz zg 2 

Bibbe..,....... E ; A|Pierce Leavitt, Gu suescece vehe dé Neen 2 
DP Horton... .. essere ASS enero — ilW R Fagin....... Sc" See 2 
D Bennington... sees Së S UL Y Reever. ..... .. ccce N Ra Verre as epa aid 2 
J: W Taggart ¢ sccsescsevasacesecsssuenies See quoe ageet WBeuton Clark sn + edats censncnsnsnsvccseenserssoas ree 
SD Chill eegene See nar 1jW P Whitlatch,.. s o ooro a sa ce covacnserseceacsenses H 
J J Nelson............... EE sce, LEN Woodyard us oo eese eee ennt SA 
ES Cox ........ EE, Ale At COMQMIAN EE :2 
J C Black........ eege EE . ijNettie Leachman......... E NE P EE .2 
Orlando Woofter ................ —Á—À ee AliAhce MAnBDBel.....-- do soreererog osnon osese Ze See 2 
R B Seus e" TN . [Cora Maunel, see è oes convene peer Sa 2 
LEE C —-—P Lassate HE A EE diisikan Z 
S T Roggen. ccccccssiessiceessevseicesia Seros rone issssecacs (CLARA: CEIDDS- ve sessi eurer eec vasoee ue eue Sean sessi s one vant 22 
Hannah Vinton enee so erem ee oep sese aen, ljAliee B Nicholson... sse. cesses soo o cocascers 2 
Liszie Hinckley ................ ee cee seese . llAddie Gibbs - i Gas Se 2 
R B Musebler esr veebeégeegeSeEtegeENNENdé EE. desis . ll«Fannie Bradford... seso sores eerte Wc 
VW Leavitt 2... cscccsccsees eene ee nenenoe eressero LIW P Mann ..... ive ees (c 2 
Alanson Mortise.... Des - liMary E Baird ..... cx E 
H C Wical............. ee. I| Martha Fisher... ....... EA 
A L Martin, e ^... l|Maggie Anderson... 92 
ET Barber........ ... LN Ad Richardson ......... es 52 
as Wella,.......... *99984052990804906049090099099 Lid 1 Chas Wineberger.......ueeeee ee eee ee ene terere eere 2 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES—Continued. 


Emma Halk "S : UW N Burk... .... ` 

Mary Coper ....... ... ge e . 11G W McVey.. 

Amily Shivogt Mr ERES Sr eer | MO A Johnson . N 2 
Georgie Pennybaker.., se gece. AE ée . 1M ary L Vansant. | EE Senger ey uge 2 
Bessie ADR EO uw veestessl, DOE sed Hattie Creel.., erences $59ebescóv9 poóneheeovheeeto $6 eesévesetássees 2 
Lizzie B Davis... —— — Eeer LER 1 Baler Gaugter Geeks Vae ces obs esee did ME A 
Fannme SET dE IL S E 

A W Judkins.... aeiee sedeascseee. e he eco o entree Nerea ge ITJ Farrel) . Sext assis a "deese ced duse Nee eS EA UTERE .2 
David Mnrtin. sai, Lee ve UD S Allerman aee s dia RRE eg Weed a Ses s. Lu 
W W Robinson... OESS EES tees conkers SE . YA € Barrett ... esee — Sessies PER .2 
Floyd SEXDR dee . Gertrude Lovitt... SEENEN Eed 
W M Straus...... nores SEENEN Vul ooa s i|Ida Shepherd ,... eese cessevescces sosse on netten 3 
AH Anoime,.. ...... 2e tene Leeds Di Tames Hiett 2220 osszon Ale eisen WENN ma 2 
W OQ Bütlsscuu eene rye rRRRe eon oo Decr EEN dee 1| W S Mann e eee ree rto At. ende vss eee ee Una e dene NE 
T J Staley ....... ee s visés eve - S ad dices. ave 2] E AE EE 
LG Page.. Ie ex TR e Sa eue ui 09, US Use E TR . 3j Annie Watkins ...,..c.ccerccccsesseee sor cete ES: 
Elizabeth MeCreary.... —— '— Soe es 2/Clara E Marsh......... «eese REEERE d 
C Fankhouser,......... ose sessa s sese eerta sees oo 2) Amanda Si ec SEN Sé Ee ees E 
J W Reed ......... — —— ett 2M C Whitlateh ...... —— e 3 
Mollie Ryan... ..-... Leere. e (2 Mollie E Camps enen so E EREER ee eaaet earn 
EV VTaverner....eeeeeeeee e ee oe eaten enathdes 2|Maggie Hughes ................... ees mo 3 
H J Ross pisnes MEUSE eda sauren rica iseaenbases 2 Susanna FH aad —— PARES 
GEO Wolcott 1.5... eerie aono o etra rane retenu ^» 2; Mary Anderson... —— — — HE 
MP Prettyman , `. sass ars seso es cos ovas . 2, Isniah Brothers e ———— EéEe 3 
Me IBUDUI IR I 2 Orella Sole AREE gea we Wa eso ENER <causdes 4 
Sophia Lacker............ ccccacsacce oo cone nennen nnt 2\Cora Greece... get eege 
Wm H Underwood ... .... PREH ERE PET E pads Rider... E 
JS d Lyheh. scsitacstiveisassossdecs äerdege See aggio E Bhaw ... ..«««cee-- jadussedssnbedeivanetus MU: 
A ROES MCN HES A Warren ..... «4. cere — MEG 
Agnes W ineberger . nd ess d W S Keever..... w A 
J L Champs .. Ge ^. . 2| Ross M Cline. . mE! 
G H Caldwell. s.. 2 Sone Hart... .4 
Damel Turner......... . 2John Clemson . 4 
W M Athey...... .. 2|4 R Shaw... .5 
Wm Junkinson ..... .. 2G T Snode... .5 
T G ccunp qe p 2 W Gilman .. ..... enini ceres e5 


WYOMING COUNTY—James L. MARSHALL, Sup't. 


In transmitting this, my first report, Lam sorry to say it must 
necessarily be imperfect, as it is impossible, in almost all cases, to ob- 
tain correct reports from the secretaries of boards. I have been to 
much trouble in tryingto get these reports correct, but failed in many 
instances because of the inaccuracy of district records. It is true the 
greater number of our school officers are wholly incompetent and 
inefficient, owing perhaps, partly, to the fact that business men de 

not want offices which will not pay, and consequently ‘incompetent, 
and many times unprincipled, mon get positions, to say the least of 
which, they are incapable of filling with honor to themselves and 
safety to the cause they represent. I see no remedy this side of addi- 
tional legislation. I find the greatest difficulties in our county grow- 
ing out of the management of the boards and sheriffs, and that, with 
the poverty of our county, financial pressure, and consequently high 
or heayy taxation, is disinclining many of our citizens. So we find 
anti-levy men are multiplying and doing all they can to militate 
against the system of Free Schools. 

As it has been suggested that we notice in our reports the amend- 
ments necessary for the better working of the system than that under 
which-we are now working, I dare give my opinion, offering only the 
changes which I think would suit our part of the State. I would 
suggest that we have in place of the present board system but one 
commissioner to each district, representing and attending to the en- 
tire interest of his district; that the law required him to be a man of 
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intelligence and capacity, and.able to .gíve: bond and. security ; that 
this board, composed of one from each district, be required to meet 
as often, and at such times as might be necessary, to transact all busi-.. 
ness, and tbat one clerk be employed to to do all tbe business; and 
that this board and secretary shall be paid a reasonable compensa-: 
tion, such as would induce good and competent men to assumo the 
high vocation of that of transacting business and arranging for the 
education of the rising generation. I likewise recommend that the 
eounty superintendent.be required to act as president of this board, 
and that all settlements of the board with reference to the entire 
business of settlements between themselves, the sheriff, &c, come by. 
some means under the supervision of the county superintendent, and 
he likewise be required to be able-and apt to the business of his office. 
I regard that ot three trustees unfavorable. Let us have but one, 
and let him hold the office longer, and let him be able to do the busi- 
ness of reporting between his sub-districts and for his district to the 
board,-&e. ; likewise let him be paid for his services. ‘I would suggest 
the importance of a school treasurer in each county, to whom the 
sheriff should pay over the levy, and he (the treasurer) to receive 
and disburse the entire School Fund, and thus call in all legal school 
drafts. It requires in our county, with six districts, about $200 per 
year to pay the secretaries of boards, and for enumerating youths, 
while aclerk might be had to dothe entire work for perhaps $50 or $60 ; 
and good efficient commissioners would serve for about $30 per year 

to each), and have the enumeration made, and all other duties per- 
ormed, and with such protective care as would save to a county like 
this not less than $500 (over their wages), which hitherto has been 
wasted, and also do the worthy cause its merited honor. Again, if no 
more change is made, it isto be hoped we shall have more effective 
means to suppress the running little schools at so great cost, and, if. 
constitutional, a compulsory law, to some extent. The boards, in. 
some respects, have too much latitude granted them by the law. They 
do much injury on some occasions in fixing the salaries of teachers, in 
appointing secretaries and Boards of Examination, I would suggest, 
the importance of additional legislation with reference to the teachers 
attending Institutes. It would be, perhaps, better were they not al- 
lowed to teach unless they attended some Institute each year, and if , 
the time was not returned to them, as we find it with our present law, , 
it would be better they had better be required to teach twenty days 
for a month and say nothing about their pay for attending the Insti- 
tute. There are so many who cannot see the benefit indirectly accru- 
ing to the children (as it surely does) that their prejudices are raised. 
to the highest pitch. 

But'T close in favor of every possible means being used for the per- 

petuation of the Heaven born Free School System, thé blessing to the 
masses and the giver of good citizenship. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES' OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, ` 
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Daniel Gun poe T —————— BRUST K 
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J O HE Shannon wee pis; aues et e ner seat ein so BJE A BIUR auis cos se cansé ncenstaatsgnn soea eege as ace D 8 
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CITY OF MARTINSBURG.—A. Trorruorr, Sup't. > 
NS 
As the condition of our schools-during the last year has essentially ^. 
been the same, ds that during the year preceding, I beg leave to sub- E 
mit the report without further remarks. M 
"x 
TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. , i 
a * f 
— EE - RENTUR MEE CIC Eege Ee P^] 
A'Pegethoif. e sas sasore siverccountene sestese . 1| Miss Anme Colston | eeng se es es dev a A 
Wm Gerbhardb xx ue scscsssson senes ossosa vun JAMSS Jennie Riddle seus ue cessere re vs 
A Jj LOUER AE eg di Miss EMMA SRODR PARS; Gesch ctotecnretr strict BC ^ I Wi 
CQ U Phoihburg. — ..- 0 emm ern „a 1| Miss Rebecca Kratz. aif eerste ves S E: 
Miss Alice Wilson V <u hed seres i BM grec oa NSS DEG O Neal «ole ca et A ug E T 
MissGL Winn ........ 4. ss nef SO ce ee JABS Mollie Fiery... en an e et ee, 2 o A 
Miss Annie Madara ... .. lues eO S 3] USS Kate A berne > EE COEM 34 
Miss Annie Hill essais Aseenung hernia 2 
Miss Jonnie Alburbs . e eeergeesereekerrkevseg en Z| MES E M OLR (col) sese eee mee eM 35 
Miss Emma Hughes e s. csse a 1 5 
» 
WHEELING CITY.—Joun C. Hervey, Sup't. i 
E D H hi 
In submitting the annual statement of the Public Schools of Wheel- 
ing, for the year ending August 31, 1878. I desire in addition to the ' 
usual statistical report, to present tho following table, showing the e 
average monthly enrollment in each division of each day school, also E 
salaries ot teachers and cost per pupil for tuition. : 
“2 ke = R d 
a : i. + = 
S D = E E = RB T 
E < m à A B13 en VŠ 
SCHOOL. E: a z z a > 1 ne JSF : 
Bee ae ae yes juj g9 ee 
Q N = e RE 
2/2/23 ,/212/ 812) 38 |g& T 
Si/AlATA ALS [4] & Ei K 
Washington e. ul 45.4} 48.1] 51.6) 111.5] 192.9| 449.5] 12.8 5,240 00/811 65 ‘ 
Madison, e s S] 495; 86 9| 40,0] 959! 119 7 341.8} 8| 3,750 00| 10 98 e 
Clay oe o OUT TUT CLL T] 67.9] 86.4| 87.2| 1448| 227 7| 614.0] 14| 5,985 00| 9 74 A 
Union 48.0! 609| 651] 1319| 272.1| 5780| 14 5.960 00) 9 96 4 
Centre. ule sem sees sees | 492} 42.7) 880) 536! 1463! 3798] 8| 3,775 00] 9 94 
Webster, svc. neresna rem ree Dod] 70.2) 88 3| 855, 106 S| 445.9] 11) 4,880 Q0| 10 94 S 
RUC nenn ] 50 7| 78,7] 97.2] 163 8! 245 3, 636 7, 14| 5,985 00| 9 40 
Golo redsese.ha coer. uae Ee OSA cis Les .| 424| ma 2| 1160 nl 15 30 : 
—— — ——i———i — — m — k 
10). ie dias , Jäng 4523| 5074] 786 3 1413.2 3521.0! 83İ 936,735 001910 43 sa 
OI E MP ee a CI M CL E E ee ge LCD MM a a a E " 
The day schools were in operation ten months. The evening A 
schools were kept open during the months of November, December : 
‘and January, at a cost of instruction por month for each pupil of 
$1.00, 3 E i c 7 
i i - S 
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Our Teachers Association meets regularly every month on the 
Friday evening preceding tho second Saturday of the month, making 
ten meetings of the Association during the year. f 

At the close ofthe last scholastic year, our schools sent out a gradua- 
ting class of seventeen. 

Thei: diplomas set forth their proficiency in the following 
branches, viz: Deportment, punctuality, spelling, orthography, 
reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, English grammar, U. S. 
history, physical geography, anatomy and physiology, algebra, nat- 
ural philosphy, chemistry, astronomy, U. S. Constitution, science of 
government, geometry, rhetoric, botany and mental philosophy. 
^. The pupils passed through the thorough examination, in a manner 
creditable to themselves and their instructors. 

The commencement exercises were held in Washington Hall, where 

-the class was complimented with a crowed house. 

Each school is divided into five grades, viz: Grammar room and 
divisions, A, B, C and D, of which grammar-room is the highest and 
division Dthe lowest, Hach grade may be again sub-divided. In the 
lowest or D division, teachersare examined in all the branches re- 
quired in the State law, as they ascend the several grades, additional 
branches are required. 

In conclusion permit me to say, that our schools arein excellent 
condition. 
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Teachers Employed, and their Positions in the Schools of Wheeling for 
the Year Ending August 31, 1878. 
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E E s 
NAME. z POSITION. NAME. E POSITION. 4 

E k 
— m ` 4 
WASHINGTON., CENTRE. î 
Mr. Z. G. Bundy........ ra| D Principal, Mr. H. C. Shepherd... 1| Principal. $ 
Miss Ida Iveson ........ ....| 2/ Grammar Room. ||Mssy Sadie Stout... . . .| 2; Grammar Room. d 
Agnes Mota —— H Division A. Cornelia Humilton | 1j Division A. 
Alice V. Oxtoby ... .[ 1 A. Annie Mordh..........,| L Ve B. T 
Sallie Robinson .. .| 1 We B. Bella V. Godfrey... 1 se B. và 
Tithe McDonald... ..| 2 5t B. Minnie S. Black........| 2 Ve C. E 
Aunie A, uen. 1 uo 6 Anna W. Boyde} 1 “ D. ` 
Mary E. Phipps... 1 © x Jennie Patterson,,.....| 2 * D 4 
Ada B. Greer...) 1 Ke C. a 
Mary Arbuthnot 1 £t D. WEBSTER. E e 
Ida S. Jones ... 2 We D. Së 
"Emma J. Ellafritz....| 1 uc D Mr. Samuel Boyd, . Principal. ` 


D 


Grammar Room. 
Division A. 


iv M 


Moss Martha Harper .. € 
Mary J. Morrison .... 
Sue E. Crumbacker . 

Principal. M. E, C. Lope..... .... 

Grammar Room, Ida M. Richards ... 

Division A. Dora Clohan... ......... 
JU s Lizzie Clohan ....,...... 

d + Lizzie Cross ., — ses 

; Kate Todd ...... ve 

. Tillie Sutheiland 


RITCHIE. : 


Mr. H. N, Mertz... .. 
Principal. Miss Josephine A. Greenlee 


"MADISON, 


Mr. A. M. Stevenson... ., 

Miss Eva Rice......... 
Julia M. Wiley. T 
Elisa McKelvey. ... 
Emma S. Snowden. . 
Adah are anc 
Manta Foster .. 
Hannah M. Nicoll .. 
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Principal. 
Miss S. J. Meholin. . .. .. 


Gramanar Room. 


1 
Maggie Daviés.. ..| 1| Grammar Room. Mary Baron ...... Grammar Boon. $96 
Emma J. Stephens, 1| Grammar Room, "Mrs, Josie F, Rose. ........ Division A. ^ 
Mary A, Davies...... | 1| Division A. Miss Emma S. Anderson.. t Es 
Mary E. J lie 4] d H A, Sarah A. Scott.......... WW t 
Mattie Stout... 1 B L. Decie Hamilton... s f 
Mary A. Bailie ........ 1 H B. Ella J. Stephen, ....... is . E 
Jane McColloch ..... 1 bi C. Sarah MeRinley.....| 2 H C. 5 
Mrs. Miriam Dean, sess...) 1 s C. Ida Troutman... 2 Wé C. ee: 
Miss Lizzie M. Seift, 1 Ne C, Annie E. Reeves, ....| 1 « $ "4 
Lizzie MeKennan.,,..| 1 We D. Sarah L, Callendine. | 1 "D 3 j 
Annie E, Greer, .. ...| 2 «t D. Ella J. Moore. .......... 1 * — Dp. KK 
Joanna B Charnock.| t 4f D. 1 Bella Kain ............. vd Ve K -$ 
Mrs. Maggie C, Griffith,.,.| 1 B D. “3 
COLORED. M 
UNION. { 
Mr. Wm. F. peu ..| i| Principal. ë 
Mr. James F Snowden... .] 1, Principal, Miss Harriet E. Cartef.. | 1j Primary. "d 
Miss Ella Dillon.......... | t|. Giammar Room Ka 
" ft Annie Ewing.. 1) Division A. GERMAN. rE 
Ada Dillon , . ......... Ju, "5 A & 
Annie Jeffers ..... 1 * RB Miss Emma Stroehlein,....] 11 1st and 7th wards, (8 
Lizzie Downs. ...... ..| 1 nv DB Mra. Helena Geihnk, IE: 2d and 3d wards, "gd 
Lucinda Sims ..........] 1 te €. Miss Lina Zimmerman... HI 4th and 5th wards. E 
Maria Ellingham... esu WW C. Mary Arbeuz ......... 2| 6thand8th wards 3 
Sophia Davis. ........] 1 ge C, f / 
M. Lou. MoColloch..| 1 t D, S 
Amy Chapline.........| 1 " D. e 
Mary Robinson.. 1 WW D. ; 
Ella Updegraf ........ 1 a D. 4 
E Carne Adams....... Bees LI 7 D l| D e . 1 
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100 FREE SCHOOLS. ' _ 
EVENING SCHOOLS. 
o 
NAMES, E POSITION. NAMES. E POSITION, 
Lea 
o c 
FIRST WARD. - i SIXTH WARD. ` > 
Mr E M Hugus........... ses 1|Principal. Mr Dennis O'Keefe....... .| I|Frincipal. 
Miss Mollie Francis..........| 2| Assistant. Miss Mary Hughes. eef 1) Assistant. 
e Agnes Dillon. sen 1 $ 


SEVENTH WARD. 


EIGHTH WARD 
Mr H B Ferguson .... .... ..| Í|Principal, 


Mr J H Cooke....... "TE 1|Principal. 
SECOND & THIRD WARD. Nass Ella MeCoy... ...., | 1|Assistanf. 
Mr J E B MceDonald.........| 1]Principal. COLORED. 
Miss Mary Vardy ............ 1| Assistant 
Mr Wm F Gaskins. .....] 1) Principal. 
FOURTH WARD. 
Mr Jas F Snowden.... ...... 1Prinaipal. 
Miss Willie A Bradley.. . EE 


